
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

AUGUST 5, 2014 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, August 5, 2014 at 2:00 p.m. 
in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Doug Cain, Mike 
Owens, Ken Tipton, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve West, 
City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Lorrie Haaglund. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The minutes of the July 15, 2014 regular City Council meeting minutes were presented for 
review and Councilman Brooks moved for approval as submitted. Motion carried unanimously.  
           
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 

 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.   
Motion carried unanimously.     
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
Mayor Putnam presented a 5-year employee service award to Patrolman Chad Farstveet and 
commended him for his hard work and dedication to the City. 
 
Pat Songer, Humboldt General Hospital EMS Director, read excerpts from a letter which he sent 
to Police Chief Silva regarding advance life support actions of Officer-Paramedic Brant Manley 
while assisting with a medical emergency on July 13, 2014.  Songer stated Manley’s actions in 
ventilating a patient who had stopped breathing significantly impacted the positive outcome for 
the patient.  Silva presented a life saving medal to Manley, which is awarded when an officer’s 
actions in the line of duty saves a life.  Mayor Putnam stated it is an honor to have Officer 
Manley on the City police department.      
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Lori Timko, Young Life Program (YLP) coordinator, thanked the City for their support of the 
program and introduced Bridget Cervantes, a senior at Lowry High School, who will be the YLP 
leader at the high school this coming year.  Cervantes was one of ten youth from the 
Winnemucca area who attended the Young Life summer camp, which hosted 400 youth from 
around the nation.  Cervantes and Timko commended the YLP and advised there will be a 
weekend winter camp in November.  They thanked the City for the use of the Family Youth 
Center for their meetings.  Mayor Putnam thanked Timko for her work with the program.   
 
Chris Entwistle, representative for American Cancer Society Relay For Life, stated this is 
Winnemucca’s ninth year with the purple ribbon campaign.  The annual event will be held at the 
Lowry High School track on Saturday August 9 beginning at 10:00 a.m. and ending Sunday 
August 10 at 10:00 a.m.  200 people are registered for the event and they have raised $50,000 
to find a cure for cancer.  Entwistle thanked the City for their support and invited everyone to 
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attend this weekend's event.  Mayor Putnam thanked Entwistle for the support the organization 
gives to cancer victims in this area. 
    
DISSCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
After review and consideration of the effect each item could potentially have on a “business,” as 
the term is defined by statute, the Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business. Councilman Cain moved to make a finding that 
no item on the agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden on a 
business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
GOLF COURSE FEE WAIVER REQUEST / FRONTIER COMMUNITY COALITION 
 
Jane Ripley and Sandy Curutchet, Frontier Community Coalition board members, asked for a 
waiver of the golf course use fees for the third annual Louie Peraldo Golf Tournament to be held 
September 13, 2014.  Ripley stated that Peraldo was a former chairman of the Frontier 
Community Coalition and a charter member and chairman of the Juvenile Advisory Board who 
served for forty years.  The Coalition helped fund youth from Winnemucca to attend the Young 
Life Camp.  They also funded scholarships in Lander, Pershing and Humboldt Counties and 
they help fund the Humboldt County Drug Free Graduation Party.  Ripley stated last year they 
raised $8,500 with the golf tournament and they are hoping to raise more this year. Mayor 
Putnam said this is a good cause and the money goes back into the community for kids and 
families.  Councilman Billingsley moved to approve the request made by Frontier Community 
Coalition to waive the golf course use fees for the Louie Peraldo Memorial Golf Tournament on 
September 13, 2014.  Motion carried unanimously.     
 
FUNDING REQUEST / COUNTY FISCAL OFFICERS ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE   
 
Tami Spero, Humboldt County Clerk, and Gina Rackley, Humboldt County Treasurer, requested 
a City contribution for the County Fiscal Officers Association (CFOA) conference to be held in 
Winnemucca on September 9-11, 2014.  Rackley suggested a $300 to $500 donation.  Spero 
mentioned that the conference will offer a golf tournament to those wanting to play.  Mayor 
Putnam stated that using the golf course and waiving the fees is a way to offset expenses, 
noting there is a fee of $5.00 per player with a minimum $200 charge.  Green fees are normally 
waived if 50% of the players are from out of town, which will be the case for the CFOA event.  
Putnam suggested the Council may want to give consideration to waiving the player fees as a 
way of contributing to the event.  Councilman Owens asked what the CFOA charges the golfers.   
The CFOA charges individuals $14 dollars to play in the tournament.  The City waiving the 
player fees will help offset the cost of refreshments at the tournament.  Councilman Owens 
moved to waive the player’s fees for the CFOA annual conference golf tournament.  Motion 
carried unanimously.     
 
VARIANCE REQUEST VW-14-09 / FENCE HEIGHT INCREASE / FRY 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, presented a variance request 
submitted by Ronald Fry to increase the maximum fence height from 6’ to 8’ for a chain link 
fence with privacy slats to provide a visual barrier between Fry’s mobile home park and the 
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adjacent commercial property on E. Winnemucca Boulevard.  Lawrence stated they had 
received comment from NDOT stating that if construction access was in NDOT’s right of way, 
Fry will need to obtain a temporary occupancy permit from them.  Lawrence also stated that 
Sherrie Chaplin, City Building Official, questioned whether the 8’ fence would cause a visual 
obstruction for those pulling onto the boulevard.  Lawrence noted the fence will be set back far 
enough so it will not cause any visual obstruction to the boulevard access.  Councilman Brooks 
moved to approve, based on staff findings and recommendations, variance VW-14-09 to 
increase the allowed fence height from 6’ to 8’ for a chain link fence with privacy slats to be 
placed along the property line of the Ronald Fry property at 1230 E. Winnemucca Boulevard 
adjacent to the USDA Service Center.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
LICENSE AGREEMENT / AIRPORT INDUSTRIAL PARK / GOOGLE  
 
City Attorney Maher presented a draft license agreement which will allow Google to use a 
portion of the Airport property for a temporary balloon launching facility.  The license term will be 
for eighteen months with an option to renew for eighteen months.  Google representatives Olivia 
Hatalsky and Paul Acosta stated their first choice of location is the former National Weather 
Service balloon launching site located across Jays Road from the BLM dispatch center.  Mayor 
Putnam stated the agreement amount will be $200/month for use of the vacant land site or 
$500/month for site with the NWS building.  Maher said the proposed agreement is similar to 
other license agreements the City has used.  Councilman Owens asked how frequently the site 
will be used.  Acosta said their use will be similar to what it has been during the past few months 
of testing.  Weather permitting, they are usually on site about one week out of a month.  
Councilman Brooks asked if the Airport Board had considered the request.  Hatalsky stated they 
had made the request to the Airport Board at their July meeting and received a positive 
recommendation.  Councilman Cain moved to approve the proposed license agreement  with 
Google to allow use of the NWS balloon launching site as discussed, and if the restrictions on 
the use of the property prohibit use of the NWS site, to authorize use of the alternate site.  
Motion carried unanimously.    
 
POLICE VEHICLE DONATION / HUMBOLDT COUNTY HOSPITAL DISTRICT  
 
Police Chief Silva requested permission to donate a 2009 Ford Crown Victoria police sedan to 
Humboldt County Hospital District for use as a paramedic vehicle.  The car requires a new 
intake manifold and some electrical repairs estimated to cost $2,000.  Due to the mileage being 
over 90,000, the cost of the repairs does not justify keeping the unit in service, even though the 
vehicle has some useful life.  Councilman Brooks moved to find that the City has no further use 
for the 2009 Ford Crown Victoria and to approve the donation of the vehicle to the Humboldt 
County Hospital District.  Motion carried unanimously.   
     
BID AWARD / ANIMAL CONTROL SHELTER FACILITY  
 
Mayor Putnam stated the bid opening for the Animal Control Shelter took place on July 29.  Don 
Smit, project lead for Alouia Consultants, stated the low bid submitted was from Walker River 
Construction in the amount of $775,000, but their bid was incomplete, and not responsive.  
MGM Construction, Inc., from Salt Lake City, Utah, was the next low bidder in the amount of 
$795,900.   MGM and all their subcontractors are in good standing with the Nevada State 
Contractor’s Board.  MGM does most of their work in Nevada.  The bid is over budget and the 
project cannot be value engineered, that is, nothing more can be modified or eliminated in order 
to reduce the project cost.  Putnam reminded Council that the amount budgeted for this project 
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was $750,000.  Councilman Owens asked if a smaller building could be constructed with the 
thought of adding additional kennels on at a later date.  Smit stated no; he can find nowhere to 
value engineer this project and going back out to bid will not be cost effective.  City Attorney 
Maher stated that the bid components (electrical, plumbing, dirt work etc) appear to be very 
competitive among all the bidders, which tends to indicate the bid numbers are good numbers. 
City Manager West stated he is convinced the bid numbers are true building costs due to the 
closeness of the three lowest bids. Councilman Cain suggested the cost will not be cheaper in 
the future.  West asked Smit what he thought the testing and construction services will cost for 
this project. Smit stated approximately $13,500.  Police Chief Silva said the current shelter has 
18 useable kennels and they are out of room, resulting in dogs having to be euthanized before 
they have a chance to be adopted.  Smit stated the amount for alternate #2 in the bid is for the 
installation of the kennels.  West stated that City staff might be available to install the kennels.  
Smit stated if the Council chooses to go forward with awarding the bid, construction will begin 
August 18 and there is a 150 day period allowed for completion of the project.  Putnam 
questioned if the City has the capital improvement funds to fund the project.  West stated yes, 
but it will result in further depletion of the capital improvement fund.  Putnam said the City has 
been reserving money in the capital improvement fund for many years  to fund this type of 
project.  Silva stated the current shelter is outdated and needs substantial upgrades which have 
been estimated to cost three to four hundred thousand dollars.  Brooks asked what the 
projected longevity of this building would be.  Smit answered this will be a seventy-year building.  
Councilman Brooks moved to accept the apparent low bid from MGM Construction, Inc. in the 
amount of $795,900 without Alternate #1 or Alternate #2, subject to the bidder returning the 
appropriate contract, bonding and insurance documents.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Councilman Cain moved to accept the low bid from Mason Company in the amount of 
$80,107.79 to provide the kennel materials.  Motion carried unanimously.  
  
PICKUP TRUCK PURCHASE / PUBLIC WORKS 
 
City Manager West reported only one (1) bid was received in response to the advertisement for 
bids for a pickup truck for use by the public works department.  Delong Ford, Inc. bid a 2014 F-
150 4x4 for $28,275.25 which includes a bed liner, toolbox, light bars and strobes per 
specifications of the bid.  The City budgeted $35,000 for a new pickup.  Staff recommends 
accepting the Delong Ford bid.  Councilman Billingsley moved to accept the Delong Ford bid of 
$28,275.25 for the purchase of a 2014 F-150 4x4 pickup truck for the Public Works Department.  
Motion carried unanimously.   
 
MUSEUM LANE DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT AMENDMENT / SCHADE CONSTRUCTION 
 
City Attorney Maher explained the developer requested some minor modifications to the 
development agreement terms relating to the Museum Way project which were approved by the 
City several months ago.  Mayor Putnam stated the changes do not change the City’s total cost, 
just the way the payments are made and the allocation of the work. Councilman Cain moved to 
authorize Mayor Putnam to sign the agreement.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT / ELECTRICAL SERVICE DESIGN / 
RECREATION COMPLEX PROJECT  
 
City Manger West stated DC Engineering has submitted a proposal to design the power supply 
improvements for the recreation complex project for $4,000.  The City budgeted $10,000 for this 
work, so the proposal is quite a savings.  This is the same work that NV Energy would normally 
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do, but it will take several months for NV Energy to get it done, which is why the City wants to 
privately contract for the work.  Councilman Billingsley asked if NV Energy would charge for the 
work.  West replied yes, the cost will be comparable.  Councilman Owens asked if this work is 
for all the different phases of the project.  West stated yes, as part of the overall design the 
electrical planning has to be done at this time to accommodate the power for future phases. 
Staff recommends acceptance of the proposal.  Councilman Owens moved to accept the 
proposal for electrical design services from DC Engineering in the sum of $4,000 as presented 
by staff.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION-SET PUBLIC HEARING / AMEND THE PROHIBITED USES 
SECTIONS FOR ALL ZONING DISTRICTS TO ADD MEDICAL MARIJUANA 
ESTABLISHMENTS AS A PROHIBITED USE IN EVERY SUCH ZONING DISTRICT  
 
This item has been postponed pending the Regional Planning Commission review and 
recommendation for the proposal.    
 
DEBT MANAGEMENT PLAN APPROVAL 
 
City Manger West presented the updated five-year Debt Management Plan and Capital 
Improvement Plan, which are required by state law.  Mayor Putnam said the plan shows the City 
is debt free except for one assessment district which will be paid off next year.  West added 
there is a fund balance that covers the assessment district obligation should the property 
owners fail to pay the assessments.  Councilman Owens stated the plan shows a possible 
increase in sewer rates.  West said the plan doesn’t lock the City into anything, but in order to 
have a project in the future, the State likes to see the advance budget planning.  City Attorney 
Maher said the Department of Taxation rules encourage governmental entities to plan ahead to 
avoid potential debt problems in the future.  Councilman Cain moved to adopt the Debt 
Management Plan and Capital Improvement Plan as presented and to designate the City 
Manager as the Chief Financial Officer.  Motion passed unanimously.    
                 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West reported the Intersection Streetscape Project has been substantially 
completed and only the crosswalk painting and wall decorations remain.  In lieu of the proposed 
City and County emblems, powder coated metal wildlife cutouts will be placed on the ends of 
each wall.  The Sunnyside Drive water/sewer reconstruction project is making good progress.  
The very deep sewer line was found to be 75-80% clogged.  The water lines are presently under 
construction and the paving should be done in the next few weeks.  The East Winnemucca 
Boulevard south side streetscape and north side drainage projects are still in the 
surveying/design phase.  The design work on the Recreation Complex Project is making good 
progress and the Community Improvement Group is planning a major fund drive and recreation 
sales tax campaign.  They have submitted their corporation paperwork and their 501(C)(3) tax 
exempt status application in preparation for the fund drive.  The sewer project BLM R&PP lease 
application process is moving forward.  The City hopes to receive a formal proposal for the 
preparation of the required Environmental Assessment soon.  The anticipated cost of this work 
is estimated to be $65,000. 
 
Councilman Tipton attended the Superior Livestock dinner.  Tipton reported the number of cattle 
sold at auction was a record.  Tipton plans on attending a Paradise Valley Conservation 
meeting tomorrow and the Humboldt River Water Basin meeting next week. 
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Councilman Billingsley stated they are putting together a committee to go to different groups to 
discuss/explain the recreation tax and said if anyone has any suggestion of groups they should 
talk to, please contact Billingsley to discuss.     
 
Councilman Brooks said she received some complaints about dust and weeds on the Whittaker 
Drive construction site.  She has also received some inquiries about the huka bar on Bridge 
Street.  Chief Silva states they are licensed and it is a legal business.   
 
PUBLIC-PERSONAL COMMUNICATION-CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There was no public or personal communications or correspondence presented.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lorrie Haaglund 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED: August 18, 2014 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Owens, Cain, Tipton, Billingsley, Brooks                                                                                                
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                             
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                  
                       
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam                 Lorrie Haaglund 
Mayor        City Clerk 
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