
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
SPECIAL JOINT MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL / HUMBOLDT COUNTY COMMISSION /  
WINNEMUCCA CONVENTION AND VISITOR’S AUTHORITY 

JUNE 2, 2014 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in a special joint meeting with the Humboldt County 
Commission and Winnemucca Convention and Visitors Authority on Monday, June 2, 2014 at 
1:45 p.m. in the Humboldt County Courthouse meeting room at 25 West Fifth Street.  City 
Officials present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Mike Owens, Doug Cain, Ken Tipton, Jim 
Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  City Staff present:  City Manager Steve West and City Attorney 
Kent Maher.   County Officials present:  Commission Chairman Dan Cassinelli, Commissioners 
Jim French, Mike Bell, Garley Amos, and Marlene Brissenden.  County Staff present:  County 
Administrator Bill Deist, County Clerk Tami Spero and District Attorney Mike Macdonald.  
Winnemucca Convention and Visitors Authority Officials present:  WCVA Board Chairman Terry 
Boyle, WCVA Board members Don Stoker, Jim Billingsley and Dan Cassinelli.     
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Putnam called the City Council portion of the meeting to order at 1:45 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC-PERSONAL COMMUNICATION 
 
There were no public or personal communications. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
The Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the effect each item could 
potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The Council agreed that no 
item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business 
or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Councilman 
Cain moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and 
significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, 
operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
FUNDING REQUEST / RECREATION COMPLEX PROJECT   
 
Mayor Putnam stated the Winnemucca Community Improvement Group (WCIG) will present a 
recreation project proposal that could substantially improve the quality of life for all citizens of 
Winnemucca and Humboldt County.  WCIG members Ray Parks and Chad Peters, and 
consultant Rusty Bahr were present and explained that nine months ago a group of interested 
citizens came together to consider quality of life issues for Winnemucca and Humboldt County 
residents, including health, education, youth development and recreation. There were three 
community forums, two mailed surveys and meetings with major community leaders used to 
complete a community assessment and feasibility study. The entire project is estimated to cost 
$20,000,000.  Phase 1 is the land development phase, which is estimated to cost $3 million, 
and includes acquiring approximately 43 acres, and building a soccer complex and other 
infrastructure needed for the complex. Phase 2 includes a recreation center/gymnasium building 
estimated to cost about $5 million.  Phase 3 is estimated to cost $1,210,000.  Bahr asked for 
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Phase 1 funding commitments from the four entities as follows: $1,000,000 from the County, 
$1,620,000 from the City, $500,000 from the WCVA and $500,000 from the school district.  
Subsequent phases will be funded through major capital fundraising campaigns and community 
donations.  Bahr said the group would like to secure funding for Phase 1 soon and start the 
project by the end of the year, with completion of Phase 1 by next summer.  County 
Administrator Deist stated he supports the project, but it is his opinion that the County doesn’t 
have the money to contribute at this time, because the capital projects fund has been depleted. 
There was some concern expressed by the County Commission and WCVA members regarding 
moving forward before the proposed recreation tax initiative is decided in November.  Bahr said 
that to wait until November will almost kill this project.  Bahr suggested the first phase will 
happen with or without the tax, but the tax is important for future sustainability.  Humboldt 
County School District Superintendent Dave Jensen stated the project is important for the 
school district because district recreation facilities are at capacity, and it is essential to be able 
to meet the needs of the youth.  Councilman Tipton questioned if there will be requests to the 
boards for additional funding for future phases of the project. Bahr said "no", we will not come 
back. After the initial commitment by the public entities, donations and private foundations will 
be used to fund the remainder of the project. WCVA Chairman Boyle stated the WCVA needs 
time to crunch the numbers before committing to the contribution.  Putnam stated she 
understands the concerns with apparent fast pace of the project, and noted she has been 
working on getting additional soccer fields since 2007, which is included in the first phase of this 
project.  Councilman Owens stated the need is not going away and we should deal with it now.  
Commissioner Bell agreed and said putting it off just increases the cost.  WCVA board member 
Stoker felt that the board needs to reassess and figure out what they can do to support the 
project financially.  All entities agreed there is a significant need for the recreation complex and 
agreed to consider ideas of how each entity can support the project.  A follow up joint meeting is 
scheduled for June 16, 2014.   
 
COMMUNITY ARTS CENTER PROJECT UPDATE: 
 
Don Smit, representing Aloiau Architecture, provided an update on the proposed performing arts 
complex.  Smit stated that at the presentation at the March 3, 2014 joint meeting, he was asked 
to come back with an assessment and recommendation of the proposed site.  Smit addressed 
three points:  1) potential building issues, 2) impact of the Melarkey Street and Winnemucca 
Blvd. site, and 3) parking needs assessment.  Smit explained the performing arts building could 
potentially house a performance hall, visitor’s center, the Chamber of Commerce, an art gallery, 
an art display area, and a gift shop.  The potential site located on the corner of Melarkey Street 
and Winnemucca Blvd. could house an 18,000 sq. ft. building with a lower level of 10,255 sq. ft.  
Smit suggested having the visitor center and Chamber of Commerce in the building so that it 
could remain open at all times.  The lower level could house the “black box” area since no 
windows are needed on that level; the area can be used as a theater, for workshops, meetings, 
dinners, etc.  The proposed site impacts are: 1) downtown revitalization, 2) elimination of one of 
three parking lots at that corner location, 3) generation of downtown foot traffic, and 4) “dressing 
up” the intersection.  The total number of parking spaces required for a building of the size 
proposed is 313.  Smit stated he has met with the Methodist Church and Winners Casino 
regarding use of their spaces during performing arts events, and has verbal commitments for 
such use.  Smit stated he believes this is a catalyst project for the downtown area which will 
benefit the school district as well as the County and the City.  Smit reminded that he is asking 
for an assessment of the site only.  The WCVA owns and controls the property and by 
incorporating the Chamber of Commerce and the visitor center it could be a positive situation for 
the WCVA. There was discussion regarding the funding of such a project at this time.  Smit 
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stated the primary thing that must be decided is to know where the building will be located, 
because that could have a significant impact on the constructions costs. Mayor Putnam stated 
the community needs to have a vision for the future and put it into motion.  No action was taken.         
BALLOT QUESTION PROPOSAL / SALES-USE TAX INCREASE FOR RECREATION 
  
Mayor Putnam asked the County to consider placing a question on the November ballot to seek 
voter approval for a one-quarter of 1% sales and use tax increase to be used for recreational 
programs and facilities.  Putnam said passage of the tax will benefit the entire county and is 
necessary to improve recreation community-wide, and improve the quality of life of the entire 
area.  Commissioner Bell, for the County, moved to place the one-quarter of 1% sales and use 
tax question on the November 2014 ballot.  Motion carried unanimously.  No action was taken 
by the City. 
 
CITY-COUNTY FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015 COST SHARE AGREEMENT 
 
Mayor Putnam stated this is the consideration of the annual Cost Share Agreement between the 
City and County.  City Manager West explained the Cost Share Agreement has worked well for 
the past 20 years.  The fiscal year 2014 numbers are updated and shared costs are projected 
into the fiscal year 2015 budget (July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015).  The City cost shares are as 
follows:  Planning Department 25% of net cost, Animal Control 50%, Spay/Neuter Program 
50%, County Building Inspector 35%, Dispatch Center 30%, Airport (operations and capital 
costs) 50%, Cemetery 75% of net cost, Parks/Pools/Recreation 60% of net cost, and the Insect 
Control Program 50%.  West explained this year there was an increase in irrigation costs for the 
parks due to the drought situation and the insect control program experienced a savings for the 
same reason.  The spay/neuter program had a substantial increase in the use of payment 
vouchers.  All the programs in the cost share agreement benefit both the city and county, and 
represent fair cost allocations.  Staff recommends the governing boards approve revised 
amounts for this year as well as approve budget amounts for next year.  Councilman Cain 
moved for approval of the City-County Cost Share Agreement for Fiscal Year 2014-2015 and 
the payment of the FY 2013-2014 adjusted amounts.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
AGREEMENT FOR STAFF SERVICES / HUMBOLDT DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 
Commission Chairman Bell explained this is the standard annual contract renewal with the 
Humboldt Development Authority (HDA) which outlines the provisions for partial support of staff 
services.  Bill Sims, Business and Economic Development Specialist for HDA, explained the 
contract amount of $74,000 includes his salary and the salary of a half time administrative 
assistant.  Councilman Brooks moved to approve the annual agreement providing staff services 
for the Humboldt Development Authority and to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement.  
Motion carried unanimously.   A similar motion by the County was unanimously adopted. 
    
PUBLIC-PERSONAL COMMUNICATION 
 
There were no public or personal communications. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:16 p.m. 
 
////////// 
////////// 
////////// 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lorrie Haaglund 
City Clerk 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  July 15, 2014 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
AYES:   Councilmen  Owens, Cain, Tipton, Billingsley and Brooks                          
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilmen                                           
ABSENT:  Councilmen                                              
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
 
 
              
Doug Cain       Lorrie Haaglund 
Mayor Pro Tem     City Clerk  


