
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

MAY 20, 2014 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, May 20, 2014 at 2:00 p.m. in 
the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Mike Owens, Doug 
Cain, Ken Tipton, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve West, 
City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Lorrie Haaglund. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The minutes of the May 6, 2014 City Council regular meeting were presented for review and 
Councilman Brooks moved for approval as submitted.  Councilman Tipton abstained from voting 
as he was not present at the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  
           
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 

 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.    
Councilman Billingsley abstained from voting on warrants for Jim Dandy Productions as he is 
the owner of the business.  Motion carried unanimously.     
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
Mayor Putnam presented a 15-year employee service award to Water-Sewer Specialist Ken 
Howard and commended him for his hard work and dedication to the City, and for obtaining a 
D3 water certification.       
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Mayor Putnam read a thank you note from Eric Brooks, a League of Cities scholarship recipient 
chosen from Winnemucca.  
 
Cheryl Upshaw, White Sage Theater, stated the production of “The Good Doctor” will run 
through Memorial Day Weekend with matinee and night performances.   
 
Michael Johnson, VFW/American Legion, stated there are currently six service organizations 
that serve veterans and a church meeting at a small building located at Sage Heights.  There is 
a need for a veterans complex in Winnemucca where veterans can gather, have meetings and 
recreate, but there is not an available building for such activities.  Johnson suggested using the 
Fire Department Building (on Bridge Street) when it becomes available.  Johnson said he would 
put a formal proposal together for the City.  Mayor Putnam said the Governor’s office had 
approached her regarding Winnemucca possibly providing a site for a veteran’s facility to honor 
them and to provide information about benefits and other resources.   
 
////////// 
////////// 
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DISSCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
After review and consideration of the effect each item could potentially have on a “business,” as 
the term is defined by statute, the Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Councilman Cain moved to make a finding 
that no item on the agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden on a 
business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
HUMBOLDT COUNTY SESQUICENTENNIAL PARADE ENTRY   
 
Jim French, representing Humboldt County, stated he was contacted by the Governor’s office 
and asked to spearhead a local committee for an entry in the 150th anniversary of Nevada 
statehood parade on November 1, 2014 in Carson City.  French will contact all local service 
organizations and would like to have one lead person from each organization on a committee to 
work on the parade entry.  Councilman Billingsley asked if the entry had to be a float.  French 
stated it would be difficult to construct a float and get it to Carson City for the parade.   French 
believes it doesn’t have to be a float and the County is probably not limited to one entry in the 
parade.  Mayor Putnam stated the City will have a representative.  French also reported on the 
public hearing on the Nevada Land Task Force draft report for AB227 dealing with the transfer 
of public lands to the state of Nevada.  French asked the City to review the draft report and 
report any issues or concerns to him and he will relay information to the task force.  The task 
force will take comments and any changes to the Legislative Committee for Public Lands in 
August.  The full report containing all the data, economic analysis, etc. is on the Humboldt 
County website for review. 
 
YOUNG LIFE PROGRAM DANCE / LOWRY HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL FIELD 
 
Lori Timko, representing the Young Life program, requested approval to hold a zombie dance at 
the Lowry High School football field on June 13 from 8:30 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. as a fund raiser 
to help nine students attend the Young Life camp this summer.  Timko said they will distribute 
flyers to the neighborhood residents so that they will be aware of any potential noise associated 
with the dance.  City Manager West said he wanted the Council to be aware of the event in case 
there were any questions or concerns from the public.  Timko said the police department was 
aware of the event and will be stopping by the dance to make sure there are no problems with 
those in attendance.  Councilman Billingsley suggested that the speakers be turned towards the 
highway to help with the noise abatement.  Mayor Putnam suggested including a contact 
number on the flyer in case the residents feel something is out of line.  No action was taken and 
none was required because it is a school related event. 
 
TEMPORARY STREET CLOSURE REQUEST / WINNEMCUCA BASQUE CLUB 
 
Kinzie McClintick, representing the Winnemucca Basque Club, requested approval to sponsor a 
5K run utilizing various City streets between Haskell and Highland on Saturday June 7 from 7:00 
a.m. to the end of the race.  The streets do not need to be closed, and the police department is 

Kent
Not Approved



City Council Meeting Minutes 
May 27, 2014 
Page 3 of 6 
 
 

 

aware of the event and route.  McClintick said the event was a success last year with 85 
participants and they are anticipating more this year.  Councilman Billingsley moved to approve 
the request made by the Winnemucca Basque Club to hold the Basque Festival 5K run on 
various streets between Haskell and Highland on Saturday June 7, 2014 from 7:00 a.m. to the 
end of the race.  Motion carried unanimously with Councilman Brooks abstaining as she is a 
member of the Basque Club.  
 
COMMUNITY GARDEN UPDATE 
 
Morgan Troike, Winnemucca Community Garden, reported that the community garden is 
planning a dog walking event on Sunday June 8 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. to raise proceeds 
to benefit the animal control shelter and the community garden. There will be festivities in the 
garden before the walk begins.  They had 30 participants at the dog walk two years ago and 
anticipate more this year.  Troike said they are planning additional walks for July, August and 
September and are hoping to have some shelter dogs available for adoption at the walks.  
Mayor Putnam stated the City is currently working on a chip program for dogs and suggested 
that the Community Garden event may want to correlate with the City program as it is important 
to have as many animals as possible chipped. The chip program should save City money by 
reducing the number of dogs housed at the pound. City Manager West asked the Community 
Garden to provide the additional dates and a route map for the planned dog walks so that the 
item can be placed on the June 3 agenda.  No action was taken. 
 
Tanya Baxter, Winnemucca Community Garden, said they have been saving for the past five 
years in hopes of raising $60,000 for an open-air steel structure pavilion.  To date, they have 
raised $17,000, and the Community Garden board wants to move forward.  They have decided 
to remove the pond and build an open-air pole barn pavilion measuring 30 x 20 feet, with three 
feet high walls, and benches along the walls.  They foresee using the space for outdoor 
education and workshops, and may rent the pavilion for events to generate income for the 
garden.  The structure will not have any electrical wiring, but electricity is close to the structure.  
Baxter asked the City to waive permit fees for the structure.  City Manager West said waiving 
the fees is appropriate because the garden in located on City property.  Baxter stated the 
contractor will make a formal request to the City. No action was taken.    
 
SONOMA HEIGHTS SCHOOL DROP OFF LANE 
 
Michael Formby and Kevin Monsey, Humboldt County School District, said the school district is 
proposing a student drop off area on Aiken Street between the City water shop and the Sonoma 
Heights School.  The street has very little traffic.  They are proposing new striping to create a 
ten feet wide student drop off-pick up lane and will include a sidewalk along the roadway.   It will 
be engineered and submitted for a permit application.  The proposal was presented to make 
sure it will work with any of the City plans for the street.  Councilman Owens moved to approve 
the proposed student drop off-pick up area on Aiken Street, subject to the school district 
submitting plans that meet with staff approval.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
FIRE STATION PROJECT UPDATE 
 
Don Smit, project manager, said the fire station project block work will be completed by next 
Thursday, and the construction is about two weeks ahead of schedule.  Change orders have 
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eliminated the proposed grass area, expanded the patio area, and added another walkway 
which will provide better access into the building.  The changes cost approximately $1,200.  In 
addition, three lights have been added to the exterior of the building.  The front doors will 
change to all aluminum doors.  To date, there have been $8,500 in sales tax savings which will 
be used to offset some of the additional costs.  The budget also included a generator at 
$59,000, which will actually cost $45,000.  Currently, the change orders have resulted in no net 
cost increase.  Smit reported that having three-phase power in the building would have cost 
approximately $75,000 because of the distance it would have to be brought from.  The only 
thing requiring the three-phase power was the roof top A/C units, which were changed to single 
phase units.  The single-phase power is a cost savings and the cooling unit change out will 
allow for better zone temperature control of the building.  The Council will tour the site on June 3 
at 1:00 p.m.  No action was taken. 
        
ANIMAL CONTROL BUILDING UPDATE 
 
Don Smit, project manager, said the proposed animal control shelter plans have an addition of 
34 stainless steel benches which cover the flush channels in the kennels.  The benches 
eliminate the grates, making cleaning of the kennels easier and more sanitary.  The bid packets 
are ready and the project will be advertised in the newspaper next week.  The bid may be 
awarded on June 17.      
 
PUBLICE HEARING / FY 2014-2015 BUDGET 
 
City Manager West reported there are a few modifications to the FY 13/14 estimated 
expenditure numbers since the Tentative Budget was approved.  The changes are underlined 
on the new budget sheets.  There were no modifications to the revenues.  The changes resulted 
in the ending fund balance being slightly lower.  West noted that for the first time he can 
remember, the City exceeded the expenditure budget in an amount higher than the contingency 
account.  The reason for exceeding the budget is due to the several large projects that were 
undertaken this year.  A budget augmentation resolution is required to cover the additional 
expenditures; however, the additional funds will be derived from a portion of the unanticipated 
revenue from last year.  Mayor Putnam called for public comment on the FY 14/15 Tentative 
Budget.  There was no public comment.  Councilman Tipton moved to approve the FY 2014-
2015 Tentative Budget as modified and explained by staff, and adopt it as the Final Budget per 
staff recommendation.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
HASKELL STREET RELINQUISHMENT 
 
City Manager West reported the Haskell Street Relinquishment final draft agreement was 
received from NDOT for consideration.  The proposed document contains the terms the Council 
already approved with the City resolution authorizing the relinquishment.  After Council 
approval, the agreement will be sent to NDOT and placed on the July agenda of the State 
Transportation Board meeting for final approval from the state.  Councilman Cain moved to 
accept the agreement as presented subject to final review and approval by the City Attorney. 
Motion carried unanimously.            
 
////////// 
////////// 
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STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West gave updates on: 1) Sewer interceptor project-Hunewill Construction should 
complete the remaining asphalt paving on Baud Street soon.  2)  Recreation Complex-Boys & 
Girls Club Project–the Community Improvement Committee will hold a public forum on May 27 

to receive public input on the proposed recreation complex project.  A joint meeting is being 
planned for June 2 with the County, School District and WCVA to discuss the project, including 
a funding plan.  3)  Downtown Intersection Project-Hunewill Construction will begin work this 
week.  4)  Sewer Plant Project-Carollo Engineering has completed cost projections for the 
sewage treatment plant options and the City will now need to determine the best course of 
action.  The BLM Recreation and Public Purpose Lease Application requires an environmental 
assessment, which will delay the project several months if the BLM performs the necessary EA.  
West received a quote in the amount of $3,000 from Pezonella Associates to do the EA, and he 
plans to authorize Pezonella to perform the EA.  5)  E. Winnemucca Blvd. Project-the project 
kick-off meeting with NDOT was held on May 14, and it will be two to three months before there 
is an agreement with NDOT authorizing the City to move forward with the project.  There are 
substantial requirements to satisfy prior to advertising for bids (due to the federal funding 
involved) and there are some storm water issues to work out.  The negotiation meetings with the 
employee asssociations have gone well. An agreement was reached with one association, and 
there is one item left to negotiate with the other association.  West reported he has personally 
observed substantial improvement with the hospital parking situation and felt that the City 
presentation at the last Hospital Board meeting made a difference.    
 
Councilman Owens attended a Landfill Committee meeting and the County Assessor explained 
the proposed landfill billing procedure.  Owens attended Lowry High School scholarship night 
and presented the City scholarships to the successful recipients.  The Lowry swim team has 18 
swimmers who qualify for state, which will be held in Las Vegas this weekend.       
 
Councilman Cain reported he attended a meeting with the District Attorney’s office 
representative, NDOW representatives and property owner Jim Kinney, and things are moving 
forward on the proposed urban fishing pond.    
 
Councilman Billingsley attended the WCVA meeting at which there was a concerned citizen who 
stated the Frontier Village is renting out their man camp rooms and competing against other 
motel owners.  The citizen was advised that information was not true; they are renting out the 
RV spaces, not the man camp spaces.  Billingsley reported he received a complaint about the 
parking on Bridge Street with special events.  Billingsley also attended scholarship night, and 
the Future’s meeting.         
  
Councilman Brooks said that an Eagle Scout award will be presented at the police station on 
May 29 at 7:00 p.m.  Brooks reported she received a comment that the carriage lights on 
Highway 95 are not working properly.   
 
Mayor Putnam attended the Futures Meeting and found it very informative.  Wingers is now 
open.  The City and County had the presentations on health insurance.  This weekend starts the 
Memorial Day Events.  The soldier of the year will be announced Saturday night.  Barrick mine 
will be having a tour on May 29.   
   

Kent
Not Approved



City Council Meeting Minutes 
May 27, 2014 
Page 6 of 6 
 
 

 

PUBLIC-PERSONAL COMMUNICATION-CORRESPONDENCE: 
   
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lorrie Haaglund 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED: June 3, 2014 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Cain, Owens, Tipton, Billingsley, Brooks                                                                                               
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                            
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                  
                       
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam                 Lorrie Haaglund 
Mayor       City Clerk 
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