
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 
FEBRUARY 18, 2014 

 
The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, February 18, 2014 at 2:00 
p.m. in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Mike Owens, 
Doug Cain, Ken Tipton, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve 
West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Lorrie Haaglund. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The minutes of the February 4, 2014 regular City Council meeting were presented for review 
and Councilman Brooks moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Billingsley moved for approval as 
submitted.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
There were no proclamations or awards. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence.   
           
DISSCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
After review and consideration of the effect each item could potentially have on a “business,” as 
the term is defined by statute, the Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Councilman Owens moved to make a finding 
that no item on the agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden on a 
business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
STREET CLOSURE REQUEST / BRIDGE ST. / NNRA 
 
Mayor Putnam stated the Northern Nevada Racing Association (NNRA) submitted a request for 
temporary closure of Bridge Street from Second Street to Fourth Street one time a month for 
their Winnemucca Cruise Night.  As in the past, NNRA plans to have a different organization in 
charge of each monthly cruise.  Councilman Owens asked if the City had received any 
comments or complaints regarding this event in the past.  City Manager West stated he had 
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received none.  Councilman Billingsley said he believes the downtown businesses realize they 
benefit.  The Bridge Street closure will not block any of the cross streets and City personnel will 
provide the street closure signs and coordinate the closures.  Councilman Cain moved to 
approve the temporary street closure of Bridge Street from Second Street to Fourth Street for 
Winnemucca Cruise Night on May 8, June 12, July 10, August 14 and September 11.  Motion 
carried unanimously.   
 
FACILITIES USE-FEE WAIVER REQUEST / RELAY FOR LIFE SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT    
 
Chris Lininger requested use of the Sports Complex and a fee waiver for a Relay for Life benefit 
softball tournament to be held Saturday and Sunday, March 15 and 16.  They need field prep on 
Friday and help with trash removal.  Hopefully, they will have 20-25 teams participating.   
Councilman Billingsley asked if they knew the concessions will not be open yet.  Lininger said 
other Relay for Life teams will provide vending options to fund raise for those that are not 
participating in the tournament.  There was discussion on whether the water will be on.  City 
Manager West stated if the weather is decent the water should be on.  Lininger stated if the 
weather is an issue with the water, they will have sani-huts available.  Councilman Brooks 
moved to approve the request to use the Sports Complex and waive the associated fees for the 
Relay for Life softball tournament March 15-16, 2014.  Motion carried unanimously.            
    
FACILITIES USE-FEE WAIVER REQUEST / GIRLS FASTPITCH TOURNAMENT   
 
Chris Lininger requested a waiver of the fees for the Winnemucca Girls Softball Association 
sponsored fast pitch tournament to be held June 27, 28 and 29, and permission to utilize City 
staff to prep the fields and help with trash removal during the tournament. Councilman Brooks 
moved to approve the request from the Winnemucca Girls Softball Association to hold their 
annual fast pitch tournament June 27-29, 2014 at the Sports Complex and to waive the fees.  
Motion carried unanimously.   
 
2014 KOTOTE KRUISERS CAR SHOW  
 
The Koyote Kruisers classic car club requested use of Vesco City Park for their annual Show ‘N 
Shine on Saturday, June 21.  Councilman Owens asked if the City turns off the sprinklers at 
Vesco Park.  City Manager West said City staff makes sure water is turned off and marks the 
sprinkler heads so they aren’t driven over.  Councilman Cain moved to approve the request to 
use Vesco City Park for the Koyote Kruisers 2014 Show ‘N Shine on Saturday, June 21.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION / MASTER PLAN AMENDMENT / MORRISSEY 
 
Mayor Putnam presented a request from property owner Patrick Morrissey to change the Master 
Plan from MDR-County (Medium Density Residential up to 1 unit/acre) to MDR-City (Medium 
Density Residential up to 4 units/acre) for property located at the extension of Offenhauser 
Drive and the south end of Stuart Street.  Councilman Cain moved to introduce the ordinance 
and set it for public hearing at the March 4, 2014 Council meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
ORINANCE INTRODUCTION / REZONE APPLICATION / MORRISSEY  
 
Mayor Putnam presented a request from property owner Patrick Morrissey to rezone from RR-
2.5 (Rural Ranchette 2.5 acre minimum lot size) to R-1-9 (Single Family Residential 9,000 
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square foot minimum lot size) for property located at the extension of Offenhauser Drive and 
south end of Stuart Street.  Councilman Cain moved to introduce the ordinance and set if for 
public hearing at the March 4, 2014 Council meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.         
 
WELL REHABILITATION PROJECT / BID AWARD 
 
Mayor Putnam said only one bid was received, from Hydro Resources, in the amount of 
approximately $72,000 to rehabilitate municipal water well number 5.  City Manager West said 
the actual scope of the work cannot be determined until the well pump is removed.  The bid 
includes a new sounding tube, scrubbing-cleaning of the casing and screens, and conversion to 
a water lubricated pump system.  The well was constructed in 1988 and has never been 
cleaned.  By doing this work, the well flow and pump efficiencies will be improved and the static 
water level can be monitored.  Councilman Brooks moved to accept the bid from Hydro 
Resources in the amount of $72,308.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ANIMAL CONTROL SHELTER BUILDING / BID PREPARATION-SOLICITATION 
 
Don Smit presented a cost comparison analysis between a pre-engineered metal building and a 
wood truss building.  The wood building is costlier by approximately $2,000, and there are still 
some unknown costs associated with the wood building.  There will be a minimum of six 
contractors-subcontractors involved in building a wood building, compared to one contractor for 
a pre-engineered metal building.  Councilman Cain questioned if the wood building will require 
more upkeep.  Smit said the maintenance is greatly reduced with a metal building.  The building 
material suggested is the most economical and will provide the longest life span. The kennel 
area is hosed down one or two times a day and long lasting material is necessary. Councilmen 
Brooks and Billingsley questioned the size of the office space and if all the rooms were 
necessary.  Smit explained in detail the breakdown of the space: one large storage room which 
will house a refrigerator and freezer; one feeding room which will be for feed prep and storage; 
one room for euthanizing; and, one bathroom.  Cain commented that the City doesn’t want to 
build something that is marginal.  The cost of building the shelter was discussed.  Mayor 
Putnam acknowledged the significant cost and reminded that payment of prevailing wages 
increases the project costs and, the longer the wait, the larger the problem becomes at the 
existing animal shelter, and the greater the cost is for a new facility.  Councilman Cain moved to 
proceed with the steel structure project and authorize preparation of bid specifications and 
solicitation of bids.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
US 95-WINNEMUCCA BOULEVARD STREETSCAPE PROJECT / BID AWARD  
 
Mayor Putnam stated the bids for the US 95 and Winnemucca Boulevard intersection 
streetscape project came in higher than expected.  The architect’s estimate was $487,000 and 
the low bid on the project was from Hunewill Construction for $741,900.  City Manager West 
reported that staff is currently working with the Hunewill to identify potential cost saving options 
(value engineering) for this cost share project with the WCVA and County.  The City plans to 
utilize RTC funds for its share of the project costs.  West hopes to schedule a joint meeting for 
March 3 with the other entities to decide whether or not to proceed with the project.  Councilman 
Tipton questioned why the cost estimate was so far off.  West said there were a lot of 
unknowns, including the decorative crosswalks and the crosswalk pedestal poles that were 
required because the existing light pole mounted pedestals were located too far from the 
handicap ramps.  NDOT requires the new improvements to satisfy the new ADA requirements, 
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even though it is a retrofit project.  West said, hopefully, by working with Hunewill an acceptable 
reduction in the project cost can be reached.  No action was taken. 
 
CITY SAFETY PROGRAM 
 
The draft City Safety Program was previously distributed.  City Manager West said the City has 
periodically adopted many required safety policies by separate actions, and several have since 
become outdated.  West used as a template the recently adopted Lyon County safety program, 
which was highly recommended by POOL/PACT HR staff.  West noted the City never has had a 
comprehensive program that put all of the safety related policies together into one document.  
Mayor Putnam said the program contains a lot of common sense material, and is needed for 
liability reasons.  Councilman Owens moved to adopt the City Safety Program as presented.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
MUSEUM LANE DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT / SCHADE  
 
Mayor Putnam stated that last summer a development agreement with Schade Construction 
was approved to construct Museum Lane from Maple Drive to Welch Drive.  The agreement 
terms included Schade Construction installing the street, storm drain and water system 
improvements, and conveying to the City the 4.28 acres of property between the Museum 
property and the extended Welch Drive.  The City was to reimburse Schade for the actual cost 
of the improvements which were estimated, prior to the design work, to be approximately 
$250,000.  Schade recently received a formal quote from Hunewill Construction for the required 
street and storm drain work in the sum of $262,447, and a quote for the required water system 
improvements in the sum of $109,764.  West suggested modifying the agreement to increase 
the City’s contribution to cover the higher costs.  The proposed street work is adjacent to City 
property, the Museum property and to several already developed private residential properties.  
Museum Lane is a designated collector street that is planned to eventually replace Jungo Road.  
West said the City has participated in the construction costs of collector streets in the past.  The 
water main is to be a 12-inch diameter distribution main, not the standard 8-inch diameter 
service main, and it will be the primary feeder for future development to the west.  The initial 
construction estimate was made two years ago prior to any construction design being done.  
Councilman Owens moved to approve the additional costs associated with the Museum Lane 
agreement and to direct the City Attorney to revise the agreement to reflect the changes.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
FAA GRANT APPLICATION / SIGNAGE, WIND CONE AND GENERATOR PROJECTS 
 
Mayor Putnam said a Federal Aviation Administration grant application for updating the airport 
signage, relocating the lighted wind cone and installing a backup generator to operate runway 
lights is proposed.  In addition to submittal of the FAA grant, the City needs to commit the 
required local funding match in the sum of $10,937.  The FAA grant funds 93.75% of the project 
costs.  Councilman Brooks moved to approve the submittal of the FAA grant application and the 
local matching funds in the amount of $10,937.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
PROPERTY PURCHASE NEGOTIATIONS / WINNEMUCCA MUNICIPAL AIRPORT  
 
Mayor Putnam stated the City made formal purchase offers to two of the owners of property 
located in the airport clear zone at the appraised value of the properties. The offers were 
considerably less than what the owners expected, and both were rejected.  The purchase of the 
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land is needed to complete the fencing project at the airport.  Putnam suggested increasing the 
purchase offers to $1,000 per acre, which will increase the cost of the 74.41 acre parcel to 
$74,410.  The FAA appraisal was $33,750.  The cost of the other parcel of land will increase to 
$8,970.  The FAA appraisal was $4,688.  City Manager West stated the City Attorney reviewed 
the NRS and determined the City has the ability to pay more than the appraised value for the 
property.  West said the cost of the parcels may be even higher if they are acquired through the 
eminent domain process (condemnation).  The FAA may reimburse the City for the additional 
costs, but the City will not have a definite answer until after the property is actually purchased.  
Putnam said the total cost will increase to $83,000 for both parcels, which is approximately 
$40,000 over the FAA proposed purchase amounts.  The County will also consider whether to 
increase their contribution.  Councilman Brooks moved to authorize negotiation for the purchase 
of property in the vicinity of the Winnemucca Municipal Airport at the higher prices as discussed. 
Motion carried unanimously.                        
          
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West reported the sewer project is nearing completion.  The Haskell Street line 
connection will be completed today, and tomorrow they will be making the final connection at 
the Bridge Street manhole.  The Bridge Street railroad crossing will be closed in order to 
complete the connection.  The School District and all area safety personnel have been notified.  
When complete, the pumps at the lift stations will be shut off, and everything will be gravity flow.  
Hunewill Construction did a great job, with very few problems occurring on a very difficult 
project.   
 
Councilman Owens reported he attended a WNDD meeting and they, along with NACO and 
NLC, will be going to Washington D.C. to address the sage grouse issue and the need for rural 
broadband.   
 
Councilman Tipton attended his first meeting with the Paradise Sonoma Conservation District.  
They discussed the sage grouse issue.  He will attend the HDA meeting tomorrow.   
 
Councilman Billingsley reported he has a WCVA meeting tomorrow.   
 
Councilman Brooks reported she attended the Frontier Coalition meeting.  The Lions Club-HGH 
Health Fair will be held March 15 from 7-11 a.m.  Lowry basketball and wrestling had a great 
weekend.       
 
Mayor Putnam reported the County staff will have an audio web conference put on by the 
American Planning Association in the County meeting room tomorrow from 1:00-2:30 regarding 
managing complex relationships in planning.  Putnam and City Manager West will be attending 
a meeting with the Boys and Girls Club tonight to have a recap on the returned surveys and a 
possible direction they want to take.  The employee associations’ negotiations are beginning.   
Budget hearings will be the third week of March.   
 
PUBLIC-PERSONAL COMMUNICATION-CORRESPONDENCE: 
   
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:47 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lorrie Haaglund 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED: March 4, 2014 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Cain, Owens, Tipton, Billingsley, Brooks                      _                                                          
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                            
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                  
                       
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam                  Lorrie Haaglund 
Mayor       City Clerk 
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