
 

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
SPECIAL JOINT MEETING  

CITY COUNCIL / HUMBOLDT COUNTY COMMISSION /  
WINNEMUCCA CONVENTION AND VISITOR'S AUTHORITY 

JULY 15, 2013 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in a special joint meeting with the Humboldt County 
Commission and the Winnemucca Convention and Visitors Authority (WCVA) on Monday, July 
15, at 11:15 a.m. in the Humboldt County Courthouse meeting room at 25 West Fifth Street.  
City Officials present:  Councilman and Mayor Pro Tem Doug Cain, Councilmen Mike Owens, 
Ken Tipton, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  City Officials not present:  Mayor Di An Putnam. 
City Staff present:  City Manager Steve West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Lorrie 
Haaglund.  County Officials present:  Commission Chairman Jim French, Commissioners Mike 
Bell, Garley Amos, Dan Cassinelli and Marlene Brissenden.  County Staff present:  County 
Administrator Bill Deist and County Clerk Tami Spero.  WCVA Officials present: Chairman Rodd 
Stowell, Board members Don Stoker, Terry Boyle, Dan Cassinelli and Jim Billingsley. WCVA 
Staff present: Director Kim Petersen.   
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Cain called the City Council portion of the meeting to order at 11:15 a.m. 
 
PUBLIC-PERSONAL COMMUNICATION 
 
There were no public or personal communications. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
The Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the effect each item could 
potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The Council agreed that no 
item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business 
or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Councilman 
Owens moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and 
significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, 
operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
HUMBOLDT DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY CONTRACT 
 
Commission Chairman French presented the proposed two year contract between the State of 
Nevada acting through the Governor's Office of Economic Development and the Humboldt 
Development Authority (HDA) for HDA to provide services on behalf of the State for the sum of 
$50,000 per year.  Commissioner Brissenden moved to approve the two year contract between 
the State of Nevada and the Humboldt Development Authority.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Councilman Brooks moved for approval of the two year contract between the State of Nevada 
and the Humboldt Development Authority.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
WINNEMUCCA BOULEVARD / MELARKEY INTERSECTION PROJECT 
 
Chairman Stowell called the WCVA portion of the meeting to order.  
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City Manager West reported the construction drawings for the proposed Winnemucca 
Boulevard-Melarkey Street intersection project are near completion by CTA Architects-
Engineers and the NDOT occupancy permit application is submitted. Preliminary comments 
were received from NDOT on the permit application, and certain issues need to be resolved. 
The construction cost estimate has gone up substantially to $472,000, which includes a $43,000 
(10%) contingency fund that will only be used if additional modifications are required during 
construction. The increased budget includes relocation and modifications to the crosswalks, 
including ADA required handicapped ramps and new handicap PED button posts located within 
ten feet of the wheelchair ramps, which may require relocating the existing PED buttons at 
significant cost. NDOT doesn't want paving stones used in the intersection crosswalks because 
of potential problems with future pavement maintenance grinding operations.  The new 
crosswalk proposal is to use a stamped asphalt paver impression with a thermoplastic overlay 
made to look like paving stones. The required construction easements have been obtained from 
the two property owners. Councilman Owens asked if plans included tearing out and replacing 
the sidewalks. West responded that all of the sidewalks within the project limits are to be 
replaced and only certain curbs are to be replaced to allow for the new handicap ramps and 
driveway removals.  Chairman French asked how often NDOT regrinds the pavement and the 
amount of the cost to redo the paver application.  West stated asphalt grinding is typically done 
every 20 years or so, and he estimates the costs to redo the crosswalks to be approximately 
$6,000.  WCVA board member Don Stoker stated he has safety concerns with the crosswalk 
proposal due to problems with women's high heels, and asked if they are slippery when wet.  
West said the stamped crosswalks do not have deep insets and they have been approved by 
NDOT.  WCVA board member Rodd Stowell questioned the "wear" factor with the high volume 
of semi-trucks turning at the intersection.  West said he believes the truck traffic could reduce 
the longevity of the crosswalks, especially on the west corner where the turning radius is 
smaller.  Councilman Tipton asked who is responsible for the upkeep of the crosswalks.  West 
replied it will be up to the City, as the NDOT permittee.  The budget includes up to $50,000 for 
traffic control but it will be substantially less if the PED heads are not relocated. Stowell asked if 
the relocation of the traffic control box on the Sundance corner is included in the project cost.  
West stated it is.  Stowell noted the WCVA purchased the property on the northeast corner of 
the intersection and this project may reduce the parking spaces by 12-15 spaces.  West 
responded that the project will not negatively impact parking on that corner.  Stoker questioned 
the future of the “Winnemucca to the Sea” log.  West stated the original plan was to relocate the 
log closer to the alley on WCVA vacant property in order to make the intersection more open.  
Councilman Brooks suggested moving it to the US95 side of the River Park.  Stoker felt that it 
needs to stay where it is currently located because it is the beginning of the “Winnemucca to the 
Sea Highway” and the intersection is the “hub” of Northern Nevada.  Stoker noted a lot of time 
and money went into the Highway 140 construction, and the log is the project landmark. It is 
also a significant landmark of the community which has been at that location for fifty years.  
Stoker said the consensus of WCVA is to leave the log where it is.  Commissioner Brissenden 
agreed and asked if the log location will impact the intersection development.  West stated all of 
the intersection improvements can be done without relocating the log.  Stowell said in the 
WCVA discussion it was the general consensus that the log will not be able to be moved without 
damaging it.  Mayor Pro Tem Cain stated he doesn't see an issue with leaving the log on the 
corner, and moving it back and turning it so that the information signs face the intersection.  
Councilman Billingsley clarified that the WCVA consensus acknowledged Stoker’s concerns, but 
that the log could be adequately displayed at a different location.  Billingsley said the 
determination must be made whether to move forward with the project or not.  West said that 
the project construction is estimated by the consultants to cost $472,000, with a one third share 
of $157,333 per entity.  Councilman Tipton said the entities should move forward because the 
longer the wait, the more it will cost.  Commissioner Cassinelli questioned the benefits of the 



Joint City Council-County Commission-WCVA Meeting Minutes 
July 15, 2013 
Page 3 
 
 
project, especially given the jump in price.  Billingsley said the benefit is the perception of what 
(outside) people think when they come to Winnemucca, as well as what the locals think of the 
town.  Stoker said it is a good reflection on Winnemucca and indicates the pride in the town.  
Councilman Owens reminded that the intersection is the busiest in town and is the City center, 
and it needs a better appearance.  French agreed the community takes pride in its 
infrastructure, and said he believes the appearance of the town affects the Convention Center 
conferences and other bookings.  He also agreed that the longer the wait, the more expensive it 
will be.  County Administrator Deist said the boards have three choices: (1) to say no to the 
project; (2) go to bid and see where the costs come in and then decide; or, (3) decide to move 
forward with the project no matter what the cost.  Commissioner Amos stated the project should 
move forward and moved to approve the project funding request as presented.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  Councilman Owens made the same motion for the City.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  WCVA board member Stoker made the same motion for the WCVA.  Motion 
carried unanimously.   
 
PUBLIC-PERSONAL COMMUNICATION 
 
There were no public or personal communications. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Cain adjourned the meeting at 11:50 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lorrie Haaglund 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  August 6, 2013 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
AYES:   Councilmen  Owens, Cain, Tipton, Brooks, Billingsley                           
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilmen                                              
ABSENT:  Councilmen                                              
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Lorrie Haaglund 
Mayor       City Clerk  


