
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

March 19, 2013 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, March 19, 2013 at 2:00 p.m. 
in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Michael Owens, 
Doug Cain, Ken Tipton, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve 
West, City Attorney Kent Maher and Administrative Assistant Lorrie Haaglund. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The February 19, 2013 minutes of the joint City Council-County Commission meeting were 
presented for review and Councilman Cain moved for approval as presented.  Motion carried 
unanimously 
 
The March 5, 2013 minutes of the regular City Council meeting were presented for review and 
Councilman Cain moved for approval as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Brooks moved for approval as 
submitted.  Councilman Billingsley abstained from voting on the warrant for Jim Dandy 
Productions as he is the owner of the business.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PROCLAMATIONS: 
 
The Mayors’ Day of Recognition for National Service proclamation will be made at the April 9, 
2013 City Council meeting.   
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence. 
  
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
After review and consideration of the effect each item could potentially have on a “business,” as 
the term is defined by statute, the Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Councilman Owens moved to make a finding 
that no item on the agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden on a 
business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
////////// 
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NV ENERGY SMART METER PROGRAM UPDATE / NV ENERGY: 
 
Evelene Ricci, Project Director for NV Energy, gave a presentation on the installation of smart 
meters in northern Nevada, which is 85% complete in the Winnemucca area.  Ricci explained 
that the smart meters are a change in technology where communication about energy usage is 
transmitted from a home or business on a secure basis to the utility company, so that customers 
can manage their individual energy use. When the project is complete, NV Energy will have 
installed 1.3 million electric meters at a total cost of $303 million dollars.  Benefits of the smart 
meters include: (i) not having to physically go out and read meters for monthly billing or when 
customers move into or out of locations; (ii) decreasing the time required to switch over to new 
customers; (iii) planning for future infrastructure; and, (iv) allowing users to better budget their 
electricity expenses.  Mayor Putnam asked how use of the meters affects jobs.  Ricci stated that 
there will be a reduction in some positions, but more technology jobs will be required.  
Councilman Cain asked if the lower rates were still in effect for the large agricultural users.  
Ricci stated yes.  City Manager West said the City is currently researching costs of an 
automated water meter reading system using the same technology.  Ricci stated that NV 
Energy has the infrastructure in place, which could be used by the City for its meter reading 
system at a reduced overall cost.  
 
PLANNING-ZONING MASTER PLAN UPDATES 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, was present for the Master Plan 
update.  Mayor Putnam suggested if the Council did not have ample opportunity to review the 
lengthy master plan document, this item could be postponed.  Councilmen Billingsley and 
Owens proposed waiting until the next meeting to discuss.  Mayor Putnam directed staff to 
place this item on the April 9 agenda.  Putnam questioned, as future changes to the master plan 
occur, could the master plan just be updated without public hearings.  Lawrence stated she felt 
minor changes could be made by simply updating the information instead of redoing the whole 
plan.  Ray Olsen, Planning Commission Chairman, stated that the master plan should be 
reviewed every five years.  
 
COMMUNITY GARDEN CONCERT FUNDRAISER 
 
Tanya Baxter, AmeriCorps Community Garden Coordinator, requested approval for the 
proposed “Afternoon of Music in the Garden” for their annual kickoff event/fundraiser to be held 
May 18, 2013 from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Baxter questioned if they should notify nearby 
residents.  Mayor Putnam said it is not required, but may be a good idea even though the 
scheduled time of the event should not cause noise issues.  Councilman Cain said he didn’t 
believe there would be a noise issue and moved to approve the May 18 Community Garden 
event as proposed.  Motion carried unanimously.  
    
DIAGONAL PARKING REQUEST / TRADERS WAY / ZANELLA  
 
Mayor Putnam stated that after looking at the area requested for the diagonal parking on a 
portion of the southerly side of Traders Way near Railroad Street, she does not see any issues.  
Councilman Brooks agreed.  Putnam stated that if there is future construction or development of 
the property south of Traders Way, the parking may have to change.  Councilman Owens made 
a motion to approve diagonal parking on the southerly side of Traders Way from the Railroad 
Street intersection extending westerly approximately 150 feet along Traders Way, on the 
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condition that if there is construction on the south side of Traders Way the diagonal parking may 
be changed.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PARKING RESTRICTIONS / FOURTH STREET-BRIDGE STREET  
 
Mayor Putnam explained the downtown parking, as shown on the downtown area map provided 
to the downtown businesses, for the current two (2) hour parking areas and the handicapped 
parking areas.  Putnam noted the possibility of eliminating the two (2) hour parking on the 
Convention Center side of Bridge Street (300 block), but retaining it on the business side had 
been suggested.  Putnam asked if there were any comments from the audience on the 
suggestion.  Ginger Bidegary, Butch Cassidy’s Hole in the Wall Saloon, stated that when there 
are mine safety classes at the Convention Center, they take up parking in front of the Bridge 
Street businesses.  Putnam advised if the class attendees are parked for more than two hours 
they can be ticketed.  The City has discussed the issue with the Convention Center and the 
mines.  The Convention Center has requested that those attending classes use the Convention 
Center parking facility, and the mines are busing individuals from their parking lots to the 
Convention Center site in an effort to alleviate the downtown parking issue.  Putnam said the 
two (2) hour parking has always been in effect downtown but only becomes an issue when the 
City enforces it, which usually occurs when complaints are received about the mine safety class 
attendees.  Councilman Owens stated he has talked to both Newmont and Barrick mines and 
they have told their employees not to park on Bridge Street but to park either in the Convention 
Center parking lot, under the interstate overpass or in the lot across the street from the 
Convention Center, but not on Bridge Street.  Ray Olsen, Olsen’s Drug Store, stated that when 
safety classes are held they are parking in his parking lot and it interferes with his business.  He 
believes the two (2) hour parking needs to be on both sides of the street in order to be fair to all 
the downtown businesses.  Donna Harrer, Bar M Saloon, said she thought the suggestion is a 
good compromise, noting the mines are what generate business in Winnemucca and the 
businesses should at least try to compromise.  Harrer stated that the Convention Center is not a 
business and should not have the restricted parking on their side of the street.  Sandy Phillips, 
Phillips Furniture, said the two (2) hour parking should be extended all the way down to First 
Street.  She believes if the restriction is not extended through the additional block, long term 
parkers will move down the block to park.  Putnam said the City will only implement additional 
two (2) hour parking if there is an issue with spaces being taken up by long term parking.  
Councilman Billingsley stated the reduction in two (2) hour parking on the Convention Center 
side of Bridge Street should help alleviate some of the long term parking and not create a bigger 
problem.  Bob Shaw, Computer Tamer, stated parking on Second Street is taken up by either 
residents, business owners or their employees, and he feels allowing longer term parking on the 
Convention Center side of the street will relieve the problem.   
 
Putnam stated that on Fourth Street, there is currently two (2) hour parking from the alley 
(between Baud Street and Bridge Street) to Melarkey Street (in front of City Hall) and 
questioned whether there should be two (2) hour parking in that area.  Councilman Brooks said 
there should be consistency.  Billingsley questioned whether there should be any two (2) hour 
parking on Fourth Street.  Putnam said the parking wasn’t an issue for City Hall.  Billingsley 
stated he believes there is no need for two (2) hour parking on Fourth Street.  John Iroz (Fourth 
Street property owner) agreed.  Councilman Tipton stated that the nail salon said they needed 
more than two (2) hour parking, so if the restriction is removed, that should work for them.  
Councilman Owens questioned if the two (2) hour parking restrictions are removed, will 
employee parking then eliminate customer parking.  Putnam said it is up to the businesses to 
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inform their employees not to use the parking spaces.  Putnam stated she has spoke to Bill 
Diest, County Administrator, and that the County is in favor of the two (2) hour parking on Fifth 
Street adjacent to the Courthouse.  Billingsley stated two (2) hour parking on one side of Fifth 
Street should work as there is plenty of parking on the other side.  City Manager West 
recommends voiding all previous downtown parking resolutions in order to simplify the City 
records.  Councilman Owens made a motion to repeal all the previous resolutions regulating 
parking in the downtown area, and to restrict parking as follows: (i) two (2) hour parking from 
Second Street to Winnemucca Blvd. on the northerly side of Bridge Street; (ii) two (2) hour 
parking on both sides of Bridge Street from Winnemucca Blvd. to Fourth Street; and, (iii) two (2) 
hour parking on the westerly side of Fifth Street from Bridge Street to Melarkey Street (directly 
in front of the courthouse).  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Putnam gave an update on location of garbage cans in the downtown area, noting that 
trash collection is not the City’s primary function, and there is need to focus on infrastructure 
and public safety.  Putnam suggested the matter be placed on the next agenda if there are 
unresolved issues. 
 
ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION / WINNEMUCCA MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 2.24.10 
AMENDMENT / SEPARATE CITY CLERK AND CITY TREASURER POSITIONS 
 
Mayor Putnam explained that the proposed ordinance will allow the position of City Clerk-
Treasurer to be two (2) separate positions or a combined position.  Councilman Cain made a 
motion to introduce Bill No. 03-19-2013 and set it for public hearing at the next City Council 
meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.          
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West stated the budget workshop is scheduled for March 27 at 1:00 p.m. and the 
meeting packets will be available by next Monday. 
 
Councilman Owens said the Honor Camp crew cleaned Hansen Street and it is appreciated. He 
said there have been no applications for the Nevada League of Cities scholarship so far.   
 
Councilman Billingsley reported there is a WCVA meeting tomorrow. 
 
Councilman Brooks reported that NNRC met.  The yurt in Water Canyon will be coming down 
next month; it was a success with approximately 200 signatures in the guest book.  The "Night 
at the Museum" fundraiser is scheduled for May 3 and tickets are on sale now.  
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE:   
 
Jessica Powell, Humboldt Sun, stated the Sun is hosting the Chamber mixer this Thursday. 
 
////////// 
////////// 
////////// 
////////// 
////////// 
////////// 
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Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lorrie Haaglund 
Administrative Assistant 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED: April 9, 2013 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen   Cain, Owens, Tipton, Billingsley, Brooks                                                                 
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                                       
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                         
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Lorrie Haaglund 
Mayor       Administrative Assistant 
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