
 

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 
December 11, 2012 

 
The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, December 11, 2012 at 2:00 
p.m. in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Michael 
Owens, Doug Cain, Ken Tipton, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager 
Steve West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The City Council November 20, 2012 regular meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Brooks moved for approval.  Motion carried unanimously with Councilman 
Billingsley abstaining as he was not present at the meeting. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  
Councilman Billingsley abstained from voting on warrant(s) for Jim Dandy Productions as he is 
the owner of the business.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
There were no proclamations or employee awards. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
After review and consideration of the effect each item could potentially have on a “business,” as 
the term is defined by statute, the Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Councilman Tipton moved to make a finding 
that no item on the agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden on a 
business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF SEWER CONNECTION-USE FEES AT FAIRGROUNDS / 
AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT NO. 3 
 
City Manager West explained the request was made by Ag District 3, represented by Kim 
Petersen, Director of the Winnemucca Visitors and Convention Authority (WCVA), for a waiver 
of the sewer connection fees for the Fairgrounds RV park project.  The current seventy-six (76) 
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RV spaces do not have sewer service and have only one water hydrant serving every four 
spaces.  The Fairgrounds is proposing to provide sewer services to each RV space to 
accommodate a temporary use by the construction workers at the Allied-Hycroft Mine (until the 
New Frontier RV spaces are completed on East Winnemucca Boulevard.)  Petersen said the 
temporary use of the spaces by Hycroft will end in June 2013.  West noted the estimated cost of 
the sewer connection fee waiver is $69,920 (76 RV spaces x .4 = 30.40 fixture units x $2,300 
connection fee per fixture unit). The temporary use by the Hycroft construction crews will involve 
triplex trailer units.  Petersen added that each space will have its own sewer connection, rather 
than using the existing sewer disposal station at the park.  Mayor Putnam said the City has 
always worked with other governmental entities in a spirit of cooperation.  City Attorney Maher 
noted the Fairgrounds property is County owned ground that is administered by Ag District 3 
(where the RV park is located).  Councilman Owens asked what will happen to the sewer 
connections at the Fairgrounds once Hycroft is done using the spaces.  Petersen replied that 
the connections will remain.  Councilman Cain moved to authorize the waiver of the sewer 
connection fees for Ag District 3 at the Fairgrounds RV park for 76 RV spaces at an estimated 
cost of $69,920 with the understanding that the spaces will use triplex trailers through June 
2013, on the condition that all applicable sewer use fees and any City out-of-pocket material 
costs will be paid by Ag District 3. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING / CDBG SELECTION OF PROJECT AND SUBMISSION OF CDBG 
FUNDING APPLICATION 
 
Mayor Putnam said this is the final public hearing related to the CDBG grant application for the 
Humboldt County Senior Center kitchen expansion project (Phase I) and opened the hearing for 
public comment.  None was given.  Councilman Brooks moved to approve the Humboldt County 
Senior Center expansion project (Phase I-Kitchen) for the CDBG grant application and authorize 
staff to submit the CDBG grant application.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CABLE TELEVISION SERVICES AGREEMENT RENEWAL / CALNEVA BROADBAND 
 
City Attorney Maher presented a draft resolution that included a history of the local cable TV 
agreement which started in 1982.  The resolution authorizes the renewal and transfer of the 
cable television service agreement to CalNeva Broadband.  In effect, the City grants CalNeva 
the ability to use City right-of-ways and easements to provide their service to the community.  
Humboldt County will take action on this resolution at their first meeting in January.  Councilman 
Cain moved to approve Joint Resolution 2012-01 which renews and transfers the agreement to 
CalNeva Broadband to provide cable television services in Humboldt County and the City of 
Winnemucca, subject to Humboldt County Commission approval.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REQUEST FOR 2-HOUR PARKING RESTRICTION / STOVE & PATIO CENTER 
 
Mayor Putnam said a request for a two hour parking restriction on the northeast side of 
Anderson Street between Railroad and Sixth Streets was made by Danny Grigg with the Stove 
and Patio Center.  Bob Lage, owner of Sonoma Safety Services, also has a business in the 
same building.  Lage passed out photographs of the street in front of both businesses.  Lage 
said he does not approve of the idea of having a two hour parking restriction because he offers 
MSHA classes that are up to ten (10) hours in length for two and one-half days each week, and 
the parking restriction will cause problems for his class patrons.  Sara Filippe, Encore Dance 
Academy (which also has a business in the building), said parking is a problem on any day.  
Filippe offers dance classes from 3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. weekdays, and there is parent drop-off 
and pick-up of kids enrolled in the classes.  Lage said he has a problem with parking restrictions 
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during his classes and those of Encore Dance Academy because of the volume of traffic in and 
out of the area during those times.  There are also issues with the loading and unloading of 
deliveries by the Post Office, UPS and FedEx. Putnam said when the City considers a request 
like this, the decision is not based on the approval or objection of only one person; the needs of 
all those affected by the request must be taken into account.  Cheryl Evans said Paramount 
Gold & Silver Corporation is also housed in the same building, and their employees and owners 
park in the back of the building to allow for more patron parking on Anderson Street.  Grigg 
added he has talked to Sheppard Construction about allowing parking on their vacant lot that is 
near the area and was told anyone could park there if they wished to do so.  However, people 
prefer parking on the street and the vacant lot is not being utilized very much.  Lage agreed, 
adding he can suggest to his patrons that parking was available in the vacant lot, but it is 
ultimately their choice where to park.  Councilman Billingsley asked if there were any 
regulations in place that deal with business parking issues.  City Attorney Maher said parking 
requirements are determined at the time a building is constructed.  On-street parking is 
sometimes allowed to satisfy the parking requirements.  Filippe said she would like to see the 
two-hour parking restriction as requested.  Lage restated that he has a problem with the 
proposed parking restriction for the entire block.  Councilman Owens said he has a concern with 
one business that dominates the parking on any given block, thereby restricting the ability of 
other businesses to operate.  In his opinion, customers need to be educated on where they 
should park.  Grigg added that if Sheppard Construction will allow parking on their vacant lot, 
everyone should utilize that option.  Putnam replied that is a question for the area businesses to 
answer, not the City.  Also, the City does not have the ability to fully enforce a two hour parking 
restriction.  Grigg suggested a two hour parking restriction will act as a deterrent because there 
is the possibility that violators will be cited by the Winnemucca Police Department.  Councilman 
Tipton asked Lage if he had been telling his class participants that they should park on the 
empty lot.  Lage said he has, but there are only a few takers.  Councilman Billingsley said all the 
patrons of those businesses on Anderson Street should be educated about the availability of 
parking on the adjacent vacant lot. Lage said if the City places the two-hour restriction signs 
appropriately, people should abide by the restriction.  Councilman Owens moved to approve the 
request for a two-hour parking restriction on the northeast side of Anderson Street between 
Railroad Street and Sixth Street.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2012-26. 
 
HASKELL STREET RELINQUISHMENT / STATE OF NEVADA-NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION (NDOT) 
 
Mayor Putnam said the proposed resolution provided by the State of Nevada does not spell out 
the terms originally agreed on by the State and City.  If the City moves forward with the 
relinquishment of Haskell Street to the City, all matters that were discussed and agreed upon 
should be included in the document.  City Manager West said he contacted the Nevada 
Department of Transportation (NDOT) and was informed that a cooperative agreement is being 
drafted by the State which will include all terms agreed upon (including a cash payment to the 
City from the State of Nevada in the sum of $750,000 and providing the design/construction 
services for the proposed traffic signal system at Bridge Street).  Staff recommends approval 
subject to the previously agreed terms of the right-of-way transfer, which will be formalized by 
the cooperative agreement.  City Attorney Maher suggested action could be taken today subject 
to entering into a cooperative agreement with the State of Nevada and NDOT.  Councilman 
Brooks moved to approve the resolution relinquishing Haskell Street to the City from the State of 
Nevada/NDOT, subject to entering into a cooperative agreement between the City, State of 
Nevada, and Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) on the agreed upon terms and 
conditions.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2012-27. 
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PROPOSAL FOR SEWER INTERCEPTOR PROJECT 
 
City Manager West presented a proposal and supporting map for construction of a new sewer 
interceptor line located on Baud and Second Streets.  West said the project will eliminate the 
need for the Haskell Street sewage pump station.  The estimated cost is approximately 
$700,000, which is about three times the cost for replacing the pump station.  However, the new 
sewer line (with a diameter of 12 to 18 inches) will eliminate the long term maintenance of the 
pump station, relieve the capacity problems of the Hanson Street interceptor, and eliminate the 
capacity problems of the First Street sewer main.  This project will be challenging because it will 
involve working with a railroad track mainline crossing, two NDOT roadway crossings and 
installation under mostly paved streets that will conflict with established utility lines.  Staff 
recommends approval of this project because of the long term benefits, the anticipated City 
growth requires maximizing the size of the line, and there are sufficient funds available in the 
Sewer fund for the project.  Councilman Tipton asked how the line construction in the streets will 
affect local businesses.  West said the construction ditch will be covered with heavy steel where 
appropriate, and will be done in sections.  The depth of the ditch will be between seven and 
eight feet.  Councilman Brooks asked if there is enough funding for this project as well as those 
proposed for the expansion of the Sewer Treatment Plant.  West replied he believes there is 
adequate funding available for the projects.  The Frontier Village Development has committed 
$50,000 towards the sewer line.  Councilman Billingsley asked if there will be any conflicting 
issues with the railroad tracks as they could be expanding some railroad spurs along the 
location of the sewer treatment plant expansion.  West said it is his understanding that their 
plans are to expand spurs along the Grass Valley Road side of the railroad tracks, and not in 
the Jungo Road area.  Councilman Cain asked if this proposed sewer line project will assist with 
the problems experienced with sewer lines on Fairground Road.  West said this proposal will not 
assist with the Fairgrounds Road area lines, however, maintenance is routinely scheduled to 
flush the sewer lines. The problems are a result of the existing low flow situation, and the area 
will be improved if the Lecumberry property on East Winnemucca Boulevard is ever developed.  
Mayor Putnam directed staff to move forward with the proposed sewer interceptor project as 
outlined. 
 
CORRECTIVE PLAN OF ACTION / FISCAL YEAR 2012 BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS 
 
City Clerk Davis referenced Note 2 of the audited financial statement for fiscal year 2012 which 
states the Sewer Fund reflects expenditures exceeding budgeted appropriations ($49,776) 
which is an apparent violation of Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 354.626.  The State of Nevada 
Department of Taxation requires a corrective plan of action approved by the governmental body 
outlining how the violation will be avoided in the future.  The State recommends that 
management continue to monitor actual costs against budget appropriations in order to avoid 
non-compliant budgetary issues.  This particular expenditure relates directly to the non-cash 
posting of Depreciation Expense which is estimated each year in the budget cycle.  Mayor 
Putnam authorized the City Clerk to submit the City corrective plan of action to the Department 
of Taxation for exceeding budgeted appropriations in the Sewer Enterprise Fund per Note 2 of 
the fiscal year 2012 audit report. 
 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2013 
 
The tentative meeting schedule for calendar year 2013 was presented.  Mayor Putnam noted 
that City Council meetings are typically scheduled on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each 
month in a five (5) week month, and the first and third Tuesdays of each month in a four (4) 
week month.  The annual budget hearing scheduled on the third Tuesday of May each year is 
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set by State law.  During the month of December, one meeting is usually scheduled.  As in the 
past, the senior Council member, who is Councilman Cain, will be designated as the Mayor Pro 
Tem for calendar year 2013.  Councilman Brooks moved to approve, as submitted, the City 
Council meeting schedule for calendar year 2013.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West reported on the scheduled increase to the PERS contribution rates effective 
July 1, 2013.  The contribution rates for regular employees will increase from 23.75% to 
25.75%.  The contribution rates for police personnel will increase from 39.75% to 40.50% and 
the volunteer firemen PERS rate will increase to 26.50% of the deemed wage ($2,000 per 
volunteer fireman).  The proposal, previously authorized by the Council, to design the Water 
Canyon Road project was received at a cost of $12,750. Final construction drawings for the 
Museum Lane project should be received sometime this week.  The preliminary population 
estimates were handed out for review.  An Open Meeting Law and Ethics law presentation by 
POOL/PACT is scheduled for January 23, 2013 in the Humboldt County Courthouse at 3:00 
p.m.  The school district, county commission, planning commission and airport board are invited 
to attend.  The City Manager’s office is still working on updating the Council binders.  A meeting 
was held with Don Smit last week concerning the fire station project.  
 
Councilman Owens felt that perhaps he should have better explained the reasons that he 
moved to limit parking on the entire block of Anderson Street. The City Attorney indicated that 
there is no requirement to include reasons when taking action on motions.  In answer to a 
question from the Council, City Manager West said substantial drainage capacity is being 
developed by the New Frontier Village Development on East Winnemucca Boulevard, and he 
believes the drainage worked fine after the rain received last week. 
 
Councilman Cain said the LEPC is going through another change concerning who will actually 
be running the committee.  Police Officer Andrew Murdock may possibly be the next chairman.  
There is nothing to report concerning the Airport board.  Railroad Street between Sheehan 
Street and Wal-Mart is dark and in need of additional lighting.  City Manager West said he has 
asked NVEnergy about the additional cost to hang lights on the existing poles, but has never 
received an answer.  West said he will ask them again. 
 
Councilman Tipton said he met with Bill Sims recently to discuss economic development issues. 
 
Councilman Billingsley said the WCVA room tax revenues are up and doing well.  The WCVA 
staff is looking for a new performer for the Labor Day weekend next year, and they have 
assured that it will be a prominent performer. 
 
Councilman Brooks said the NNRC does not meet in December or January. 
 
Mayor Putnam expressed thanks to the Public Works crews that put up the Christmas lights 
around town.  The Mayor also thanked Councilman Cain for riding the fire truck in the Christmas 
Parade of Lights on December 8.  Councilman Brooks agreed to serve on the Community 
Center committee.  The first meeting will be held this Thursday at 4:00 p.m. at City Hall.  The 
Mayor wished everyone Happy Holidays and Happy New Year.  
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence. 

Kent
Not Approved



City Council Meeting Minutes 
December 11, 2012 
Page 6 of 6 
 
 

 

 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 3:35 p.m. until the next meeting on January 8, 2013. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  January 8, 2013 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen   Owens, Cain, Tipton, Billingsley, Brooks                                                          
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                                        
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                         
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk 
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