
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 
November 20, 2012 

 
The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, November 20, 2012 at 9:00 
a.m. in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, 
Doug Cain, Joyce Sheen and Paige Brooks, and Councilmen-elect Mike Owens and Ken 
Tipton.  Absent:  Councilman Jim Billingsley.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve West, City 
Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The City Council November 8, 2012 regular meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Cain moved for approval with a correction to the spelling of Don Smit's last name 
on page 2.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
SWEARING IN OF ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 
Winnemucca Municipal Court Judge Gene Wambolt performed the swearing in ceremony for 
the newly elected Councilmen as follows:  Michael Owens to a four year term as City 
Councilman Seat 1, Ken Tipton to a four year term as City Councilman Seat 3, and Paige 
Brooks to a four year term as City Councilman Seat 5. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
Mayor Putnam presented service awards to outgoing Councilmen Sheen and Stone.  The 
Mayor expounded on the years of outstanding public service each had contributed to the City 
and expressed appreciation to Stone for over 13-1/2 years of service and Sheen for 16-1/2 
years of service. Stone said service on the Council was a learning experience accomplished 
through a team effort and by doing what was best for the community, and noted that 
communication is the key and the City Manager's office is a great resource. Stone expressed 
thanks for being allowed to serve.  Sheen said the 16-1/2 years went by in a blink, adding she 
has always been astonished by the service given in this community.  She said that Mayor 
Putnam is a visionary and she has loved working with her, as well as with Mayor Vesco in the 
past.  Sheen noted she was impressed with everyone that she worked with over the years, and 
wished the best to the new Council members.  The City employees are the best on the planet. 
City Manager West thanked both Sheen and Stone for their service to the City and their part in 
accomplishing so many projects that benefitted the entire community.  Councilman Owens said 
Stone was a good source of much information concerning the City and he hopes to perform the 
Councilman duties as well as Stone.  Councilman Tipton thanked Sheen for the information she 
shared with him and hopes he can do the same fantastic job that Sheen has done on the 
Council. 
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PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
After review and consideration of the effect each item could potentially have on a “business,” as 
the term is defined by statute, the Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Councilman Cain moved to make a finding 
that no item on the agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden on a 
business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REQUEST FOR FUNDING ASSISTANCE / 2013 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION PARTY 
 
Parents Shelly Drake and Kathy Brumm and students Raven Black and Tyler Brumm presented 
the request for funding for the 2013 Drug and Alcohol Free High School Graduation Party.  
Drake presented a preliminary $35,000 budget for the event, adding that the party offers a safe 
venue to entertain the students and their friends as they celebrate graduating from high school.  
Mayor Putnam reported that the City strongly supports this event and has already budgeted to 
do so.  Councilman Brooks said the expenses for the party have risen slightly over that of 
previous years.  A better quality game program has been chosen for this year's party.  All 
proceeds go back into prizes.  The event has experienced zero student accident incidents since 
inception over nineteen years ago.  The Winnemucca Police Department coordinates their 
efforts with the party planners and is easy to work with.  Councilman Brooks moved to approve 
the budgeted donation of $2,500 for the 2013 Lowry High School Drug and Alcohol Free 
Graduation Party.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
ANNUAL REPORT DISCONTINUATION / LOWRY HIGH SCHOOL PARKING LOT  
 
Mayor Putnam said the Humboldt County School District provides an annual report on the 
Lowry High School parking lot improvements, but given the fact that dust control has been 
reduced by using asphalt grindings on the parking lot along with additional improvements made 
by the School District, it was suggested at the last meeting there was no need for an annual 
update.  Councilman Cain agreed that an annual report was not needed and the parking lot has 
taken care of many of the parking problems for the high school.  City Attorney Maher said the 
appropriate action would be to determine that the school district has met all of the applicable 
requirements of the development standards for their High School south parking lot.  Councilman 
Cain moved to determine that the Humboldt County School District has satisfied the 
requirements of the development standard ordinance with their recent improvements to the 
Lowry High School student parking lot. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
FISCAL YEAR 2011-2012 AUDIT AND FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Andree Rose and Mike Nelson of Drake Rose and Associates, LLC presented the Fiscal Year 
2011-2012 City audit and financial reports.  Rose welcomed the new Council members and 
extended an invitation to speak with her if they have questions about the financial condition of 
the City.  Rose also thanked the Mayor and Council for the opportunity to perform the audit. 
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Nelson recapped various notes and financial reports within the audit report.  The Sewer Fund 
exceeded budgetary appropriations (mainly due to Depreciation expense) and there is a 
budgetary violation of NRS 354.626.  Rose reviewed Exhibits 1-9 in graph format.  
Governmental type revenues increased by approximately $1.6 million due to grant revenues 
and consolidated taxes (CTX) received in excess of budgeted expectations.  Grant and CTX 
revenues are the largest source of revenues for the General Fund, followed by property taxes, 
then gaming licenses and fuel taxes.  Governmental fund expenses increased by an estimated 
$600,000 due to Energy and FAA grant expenditures, a decrease in debt service, and public 
safety capital expenditures.  Comparisons of the General Fund Ending Fund Balances between 
2008 through 2011 revealed an upward trend, with a slight decline in 2012.  The decline in 2012 
is attributed to large transfers to the Capital Improvement Fund and Retiree Health Insurance 
Subsidy Fund.  The proprietary funds (Sewer and Water) remain constant this year.  
Councilman Owens asked how funding is determined for the Retiree Health Insurance Subsidy 
Fund.  City Manager West said the Council will make the decision on what to add to this reserve 
fund during the annual budget meetings held in early spring 2013. The estimated liability 
provides the information necessary to come to that decision.  Rose reviewed the Government 
Auditing Standards letter from Drake Rose and Associates and thanked the City for their 
cooperation during the audit process. 
 
City Manager West commented about the audit report and pointed out the unanticipated CTX 
revenues, lower than expected budget expenditures, cash flows in the Sewer and Water funds, 
and the debt service that remains in the Water fund.  A twelve year comparison report on 
Ending Fund Balances for all funds was distributed and reviewed.  Mayor Putnam added after 
visiting other communities in the State, Winnemucca is fortunate that property values are stable, 
as other communities have experienced declines in their property values.  The Mayor also 
expressed her appreciation for the audit services provided by Drake Rose and Associates.  
Councilman Brooks moved to accept the fiscal year 2011-2012 audit and financial reports as 
submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CABLE TELEVISION SERVICES AGREEMENT RENEWAL / CALNEVA BROADBAND 
 
City Attorney Maher said the cable television services agreement is a joint issue between the 
City and County.  After bringing this issue up to County administration, it was discovered they 
were not aware this needed to be addressed.  Maher suggested postponement until the next 
meeting in December.  Mayor Putnam directed staff to place this subject on the next meeting 
agenda. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER APPOINTMENTS TO VARIOUS BOARDS 
 
Mayor Putnam reviewed the list of boards requiring the appointment of various Council 
members to fill positions vacated by outgoing Council members Sheen and Stone.  The Mayor 
made the following recommendations as approved by the following motions:  Councilman 
Brooks moved to consent to Councilman Billingsley's appointment to the Winnemucca 
Convention and Visitors Authority.  Motion carried unanimously.  Councilman Cain moved to 
consent to Councilman Tipton's appointment to the Humboldt Development Authority.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  Councilman Cain moved to consent to the appointment of Councilmen 
Brooks and Owens to the Humboldt County Landfill Committee.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Councilman Cain moved to consent to appointment of Councilmen Brooks and Cain as 
representatives to the Nevada League of Cities.  Motion carried unanimously.  Councilman 
Brooks moved to consent to Councilman Owens as representative for the Nevada League of 
Cities Youth Award committee.  Motion carried unanimously.  Councilman Brooks moved to 
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consent to the appointment of Councilman Tipton to the Humboldt River Basin Water Authority.  
Motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Putnam then appointed Councilman Owens to the Western 
Nevada Home Consortium board.  The Mayor said that appointments to the Employee 
Negotiating Committee and Community Center Committee will take place at a later date. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West reported that a new patrolman was hired; she is the second female at the 
police department; and, she has just finished POST training and is tentatively scheduled to 
begin working in January 2013.  Council member binders will be updated for the new 
Councilmen.  Significant grading has been completed in the New Frontier Development on East 
Winnemucca Boulevard, and the construction of water mains will begin soon.  Most of the water 
lines are in at the Frontier Village Development off Highland Drive.  Sewer designs are expected 
soon for the New Frontier Development and the downstream sewer main capacity study is 
nearing completion.  The construction plans for the subdivision on Offenhauser Drive have been 
approved.  A meeting was held recently concerning the new fire station project with West, 
Mayor Putnam, Fire Chief Olsen, Assistant Fire Chief Bud Vetter and Don Smit in attendance. 
 
Councilman Owens said it was nice to attend his first Council meeting and find that the City has 
a clean financial bill of health.  He appreciates the work the staff contributed to the audit 
process.  Owens commented it was disheartening to hear that most of the other governmental 
entities in the State are in the red, and is appreciative of how fortunate the City of Winnemucca 
is financially and economically.  After attending the NACO-NLC meeting in Carson City last 
week, Owens feels the 1955 State tax laws are out of date.  A strong voice at the Legislature is 
needed in order to see those laws updated.   
 
Councilman Cain reported he attended the Airport board meeting last week.  The LEPC meeting 
keeps getting pushed back.  The Jim Kinney property agreement for the community fishing pond 
is in the hands of the District Attorney.   
 
Councilman Brooks attended the NACO-NLC meeting and found it to be very informative.  
Brooks received phone calls concerning the tagging on Offenhauser Drive.  West noted the 
Public Works staff has already painted over the tagged areas.  Brooks also received requests 
from some students for additional crosswalks in the general area of the French Ford Middle 
School.  West explained the City simply cannot provide crosswalks at every intersection and 
that they have to be justified by large numbers of pedestrians.  The Yurt structure is fully 
constructed and the Eagle Scout project will undergo final review soon. 
 
Mayor Putnam said that during the NACO-NLC meeting, Assemblyman Tom Grady commented 
the legislature needed to address expenditures before changing the tax laws.  Revenues and 
expenses need to be addressed.  West agreed, adding internet sales have had a huge impact 
related to the decline of State sales tax revenues, and property values in the State have 
declined substantially as well.  The losses in assessed value will take a very long time to 
recover, even if the market values bounce back quickly due to the 3% annual limit on property 
tax increases for most properties.  Gas taxes are based on cents-per-gallon and are a set 
amount, which means the tax revenue collected does not change with the price of gasoline.  
Cities and counties do not benefit by diesel fuel taxes.  In addition, asphalt product prices have 
increased three-fold during the past ten years. Winnemucca is fortunate right now to see the 
gold mines spending money, which generates sales tax revenue. Putnam and Councilman 
Brooks attended the ground breaking ceremony of the new convenience store in McDermitt.  
The Mayor and City Manager attended the Museum board meeting to inform them about the 
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planned street construction in the area.  Several volunteer reserve police officers were sworn in 
last week.  It appears that the County will be putting together a committee that will oversee the 
new dispatch center.  The only Council meeting next month is scheduled for December 11.  The 
Mayor wished all present a happy Thanksgiving. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 10:46 a.m. until the next meeting on December 11, 
2012. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  December 11, 2012 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen   Owens, Cain, Tipton, Billingsley, Brooks                                                          
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                                        
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                         
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk 
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