
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 
September 4, 2012 

 
The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, September 4, 2012 at 2:00 
p.m. in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, 
Doug Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve 
West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The City Council August 21, 2012 regular meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Sheen moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Brooks moved for approval as 
submitted.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
There were no proclamations or employee awards. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
After review and consideration of the effect each item could potentially have on a “business,” as 
the term is defined by statute, the Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding 
that no item on the agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden on a 
business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
GOLF COURSE FEES WAIVER REQUEST / FRONTIER COMMUNITY COALITION 
 
Jane Ripley and Sandy Curutchet, Frontier Community Coalition board members, said the 
Coalition is a non-profit organization that provides many programs and services which benefit a 
wide range of youth and families, including a state-certified parenting class, summer school for 
junior and senior high students, "Project Magic," a program for first time offenders, a drug-
endangered children's program that provides a safe environment for those children, donation of 
$3,000 each year to the drug free high school graduation party, and facilitating the "Rachel's 
Challenge" event in Battle Mountain. The Coalition is sponsoring a golf scramble as a fundraiser 
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in honor of Louie Peraldo, former Chairman of the Board, with the planning assistance of City 
Golf Pro Rick Longhurst. The Coalition is raising funds for the tournament from outside sources, 
and Ripley said it would be most helpful if the City waived the golf course use fees. Mayor 
Putnam added that a majority of participants in these type of tournaments are local golfers with 
season passes.  Ripley noted they are advertising in Lander, Pershing and Humboldt Counties, 
with hopes of bringing participants from the tri-county area.  They anticipate having 70 
participants in the scramble.  Lunch will be prepared at the golf course.  Putnam said that the 
fees requested to be waived are estimated to be $350-$400.  City Attorney Maher added the fee 
ordinance allows for waiver of fees when there is a public benefit.  Councilman Brooks moved to 
approve the request made by Frontier Community Coalition to waive the golf course use fees for 
the Louie Peraldo Memorial Family Golf Tournament fundraiser.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ONE-WAY TRAFFIC REQUEST / BENGOCHEA CIRCLE / POKE N' PEEK 
 
Police Chief Silva stated one-way traffic on Bengochea Circle may help avoid some confusion 
with drivers.  City Manager West said the one-way traffic should flow counter-clockwise because 
it is preferable for merging traffic to stay to the right.  The only disadvantage in this case may be 
for larger trucks, but use by larger trucks in limited. Councilman Cain moved to approve the 
request made by Poke N' Peek to change Bengochea Circle from two-way to one-way traffic.  
Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2012-21. 
 
AWARD OF CONTRACT / VALLEY GUTTER AND CURB RETURN PROJECT 
 
City Manager West said that only one bid was received, from Hunewill Construction in the 
amount of $93,556.37, for the valley gutter and curb return project. There are approximately ten 
(10) intersections that will receive the new valley gutters and curb returns. The Regional 
Transportation Commission (RTC) will fund the projects with fuel tax revenues.  Councilman 
Sheen moved to accept the bid, on staff recommendation, from Hunewill Construction for the 
sum of $93,556.37 for the valley gutter and curb return projects.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CITY CONTRIBUTION REQUEST / WATER-SEWER CONNECTION FEES FOR NEW 
COMMUNICATIONS CENTER / HUMBOLDT COUNTY 
 
Mayor Putnam referred to the letter in the meeting packet received from the Humboldt County 
Administrator’s office requesting the waiver of water-sewer connection fees for the new 
Communications Center which is currently under construction. Putnam said the connection fees 
total approximately $16,000.  The City will use and benefit from the new dispatch center.  City 
Manager West noted that the City has in the past donated connection fees for several other 
County projects. Staff recommends approval. Councilman Sheen moved to approve the request 
made by Humboldt County to contribute the water-sewer connection fees for the new 
communications center.  Councilman Cain declared that he is a County employee.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West commented that he has been very busy with subdivision plan reviews and 
planning/design projects. 
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Councilman Cain reported the fishing pond project (on the Kinney property) is moving forward 
and the long term lease agreement should be ready for review by the Humboldt County District 
Attorney and County Commission in the near future.  The pond design is already agreed upon. 
 
Councilman Sheen attended the WCVA meeting last week, reporting that the Western Inn is no 
longer open and operational, and suggested the City check up on the property from time to time 
because abandoned buildings have a potential of danger. The WCVA decided to continue 
sponsorship of the Mule Races for one more year. Other sponsors are donating toward the 
event.  The races are tentatively scheduled a week ahead of the high school graduation week.  
It remains difficult to find committed volunteers for these types of events.  The wind damaged 
Event Center outdoor practice arena was discussed at the County Commission meeting today.  
The trusses failed to hold up; the company that designed and built the arena structure is out of 
business, and the company that took over the business will not release the engineering plans 
and specifications until the County gives them a liability waiver, which the County did provide.  
City Attorney Maher added the engineer hired for the repair of the structure will take on the 
liability, so the County should not be in a bad position.  The WCVA concert went well and they 
surpassed the revenue goal. 
 
Councilman Billingsley said he attended the town hall meeting where Congressman Amodei 
spoke, and was favorably impressed with his comments. 
 
Councilman Brooks also attended the town hall meeting.  The Labor Day concert turned out 
well.  Brooks said she had received some feedback from the audience in attendance at the last 
City Council meeting on August 21; some felt they were unwelcome at the meeting and believed 
the Council did not want to hear from them. Councilman Sheen said she also received similar 
comments, suggesting that maybe the Council seemed impatient with those who voiced their 
concerns.  Mayor Putnam said it is important that when Council members are approached about 
such matters, that the collective view of the Council should be expressed.  Putnam said she 
thought the Council listened very well and allowed all who desired to speak to express their 
concerns and viewpoints. Putnam said she responded strongly to the comment when the 
audience inferred that the Council was not being "transparent." Putnam said the end result is to 
make a final decision on behalf of all the people, not just a few.  The persons in the audience 
seemed to want the City to wait a few more weeks before making any decisions so that they 
(public audience) could become better informed on the issues being discussed. The proposals 
before the Council received significant public exposure prior to the Council meeting and the City 
must be mindful of taking care of business as it is presented.  Brooks said she just wanted the 
Council to encourage public input.   Councilman Billingsley said these were emotionally charged 
issues being discussed and nobody likes it when they don’t get their way.  Billingsley believes 
the Council tried to answer all of the audience questions the best they could.  City Attorney 
Maher added that often when attendees at public meetings are not well informed, the issue 
becomes emotionally charged, but the Council must still follow certain procedural rules and still 
must act according to what the law provides.  Councilman Stone said that people are often in 
favor of growth until it shows up in their back yard.  Billingsley noted that the Council has to 
worry about and make decisions that affect the entire population, not just a few.  Putnam said 
that sometimes perception has many aspects. 
 
Mayor Putnam received a letter from the Charles Brown family of Quincy, California expressing 
how much they enjoyed the people they encountered in Winnemucca recently when they were 
delayed here due to a vehicle breakdown, and said they gave a "hearty thank you to the 
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wonderful folks in Winnemucca."  Mayor Putnam said she was busy with things happening 
around town, and with property negotiations on behalf of the City. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 2:38 p.m. until the next meeting on September 18, 
2012. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  September 18, 2012 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen   Stone, Cain, Sheen, Billingsley, Brooks                                                          
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                                        
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                         
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk 
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