
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

June 19, 2012 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, June 19, 2012 at 2:00 p.m. in 
the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, Doug 
Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve West, 
City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The City Council June 5, 2012 regular meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Brooks moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
There were no proclamations or employee awards. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Dee Holzel, Silver Pinyon Journal publisher, shared her opinion that the Winnemucca Hotel 
needs to be saved by a joint effort between the City, County and Winnemucca Convention and 
Visitors Authority (WCVA).  Holzel believes that the beautiful, old building holds historical 
relevance to the community and she fears the community will lose the distinctive structure if 
private industry decides its' fate, because the historical value to the community may not be 
respected.  The residents of the community should step up and help save it; there are many 
ways to generate the funding that will preserve this structure.  Mayor Putnam said she 
appreciated Holzel's comments but the building may have structural problems which could be 
expensive to correct.  A determination must be made as to whether the building is structurally 
sound or not.  Holzel asked the Council to "think out of the box" when considering the possible 
fate of this historical building.  It is worth saving.  Councilman Stone reminded that if the building 
is renovated, taxpayer dollars will fund the bill.  Councilman Sheen said a strong outpouring 
from the community could persuade the public entities to support saving the building.  The 
WCVA has agreed to expend $5,000 to determine the structural feasibility of the building.  City 
Attorney Maher added the study/inspection of the building will take place this week. 
 
Lewis Trout suggested that an item be placed on the next City Council meeting agenda that will 
allow for public input regarding traffic concerns associated with the proposed new developments 
located between Jacobsen Estates and Great Basin Drive and the extension of Offenhauser 
Drive.  City Manager West reminded the Council that both Great Basin Drive and Offenhauser 
Drive have been designated as collector streets in the City’s Street Master Plan for decades and 
that Schreiner Drive is proposed to be extended to Great Basin Drive in the first phase of the 
Jacobsen property project, which could actually reduce the traffic on Offenhauser Drive. 
 
////////// 
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DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on the agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
FENCE HEIGHT INCREASE REQUEST / RICE 
 
Mayor Putnam reviewed the variance request to increase the fence height from three (3) feet to 
six (6) feet on property located at 233 W. Sixth Street.  Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County 
Planning Department, said the increased fence height will not obstruct views of traffic in and out 
of the property.  Councilman Stone moved to approve, based upon staff findings and 
recommendation, variance VW-12-13 increasing the maximum fence height from three (3) feet 
to six (6) feet in an R-2 (Multiple Family Residential District) zoning on property located at 233 
W. Sixth Street, APN 015-408-14, for property owner Phyllis Rice.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Resolution Number 2012-15. 
 
SIDE AND REAR YARD SETBACK REDUCTION REQUEST / TOLBERT 
 
Mayor Putnam reviewed the variance request to reduce the five (5) feet side yard setback to two 
(2) feet on the property's south side and reduce the five (5) feet rear yard setback to zero (0) 
feet on the property's east side, to allow the property owner to build a detached garage located 
at 1275 Melarkey Street.  Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, said no 
concerns about the setbacks were noted.  The City Building Inspector requires the construction 
of a firewall.  The property is long and narrow and the south and east side of the property is the 
only location to construct the garage.  Councilman Cain moved to approve, based upon staff 
findings and recommendation, variance VW-12-15 reducing the required five (5) feet side yard 
setback to two (2) feet on the south side of the property and reducing the required five (5) feet 
rear yard setback to zero (0) feet on the east side of the property in an R-1-6 (Single Family 
Residential District-6,000 square foot minimum lot size) zoning on property located at 1275 
Melarkey Street, APN 016-032-07, for property owner Sid Tolbert.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Resolution Number 2012-16. 
 
ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION / REZONE REQUEST RW-12-05 / JACOBSEN FLP 
 
Councilman Stone moved to set for public hearing on July 10, 2012, rezone request RW-12-05 
changing the existing R-1-9 (Single Family Residential  District-9,000 square foot minimum lot 
size) zoning to R-1-9 PD (Single Family Residential Planned Development District-9,000 square 
foot minimum lot size) zoning on property located west of Great Basin Avenue and east of 
Jacobsen Estates (east of Schreiner Drive), APN 016-411-35, for property owned by Jacobsen 
FLP.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION / AMEND WINNEMUCCA MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 15 
 
Councilman Stone asked what the financial impact will be to builders with this building code 
update, since affordable housing is always a concern in the community, and expressed concern 
about adopting something without knowing exactly what the effect will be to builders.  City 
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Manager West said the State is mandating the adoption of this amendment to Chapter 15 of the 
Winnemucca Municipal Code (WMC).  Per the Building Inspector, this amendment is not 
expected to have a substantial impact on construction costs, as most of the language is already 
included in the building code.  The Building Inspector is more concerned about the future 
mandates than the one proposed today.  Councilman Stone moved to set for public hearing on 
July 10, 2012, the amendment to Winnemucca Municipal Code (WMC) Chapter 15 adopting the 
2009 International Energy Conservation Code.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
WATER SYSTEM CONNECTION FEES WAIVER REQUEST / F & H TRAILER PARK-FRY 
 
This item was postponed until the next meeting. 
 
CITY POSITION AND SALARY RANGE SCHEDULE / FISCAL YEAR 2012-2013 
 
City Manager West explained that the current fiscal year (FY 11/12) was referenced on the June 
19, 2012 City Council meeting agenda for this item instead of the upcoming fiscal year (FY 
12/13).  The Council needs to ratify their action taken at the last meeting, as today’s agenda 
shows the correct fiscal year.  Councilman Sheen moved to ratify the action taken at the June 
19, 2012 City Council meeting (Resolution Number 2012-14)  noting the fiscal year corrections 
made to the agenda.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
FISCAL YEAR 2011-2012 GENERAL FUND BUDGET CONTINGENCY APPROPRIATIONS 
TRANSFERS 
 
City Manager West summarized the proposed distribution of contingency funds within the 
General Fund to prevent a possible NRS budget violation for any over-expenditures within the 
General Fund.  No additional funds are authorized; there is only a redistribution of the 
contingency fund in the amount of $216,000.  Councilman Brooks moved to approve, per staff 
recommendation, the fiscal year 2011-2012 transfer of appropriations between accounts from 
the General Fund contingency account.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2012-
17. 
 
SONOMA INDUSTRIES FUND RELEASE FISCAL YEAR 2012 
 
Mayor Putnam reviewed the action previously taken by the Council agreeing to provide Sonoma 
Industries with fund support at $5,000 for the Fiscal Years 2012 and 2013, which was held until 
there was a review of Sonoma Industries' budget.  Sheri Allen, spokesperson for Sonoma 
Industries, said Humboldt County recently agreed to release $16,000 for Fiscal Year 2012 as 
well as an additional $50,000 for Fiscal Year 2013 to be paid on an as needed basis with 
quarterly reporting back to the Commission.  A plan is in place for both Sonoma Industries and 
Humboldt Human Development to work together on how to appropriate funding and provide 
their similar services to the community.  Allen continued they are proceeding with fundraising for 
the year through local businesses and mining.  Putnam added the funds appropriated by the 
City are taxpayer dollars and are not part of their fundraising efforts, and acknowledged that 
Sonoma Industries does provide a need in the community that isn't otherwise available.  Allen 
said they have been in operation for over 30 years, but are experiencing a reduction in thrift 
store sales.  Putnam said a more detailed budget was needed for review and improvement on 
the accounting of where funds are added and disbursed.  Councilman Sheen added she would 
like to see an analysis provided that defines their revenue sources, with an explanation of how 
revenues are generated and their goals in obtaining more revenues.  Councilman Cain said it 
was acceptable with him to release the $5,000 for this fiscal year, and also pay out the 
additional $5,000 in quarterly installments in the next fiscal year.  Councilman Stone agreed.  
Councilman Billingsley said this is not something the City should do every year, but it is 
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desirable to help get the program back on its feet.  Councilman Cain moved to release the 
$5,000 for Fiscal Year 2012 and re-examine the release of the additional $5,000 in Fiscal Year 
2013, stipulating that Sonoma Industries request the fiscal year 2013 funds on a quarterly basis 
while providing a financial report and update on the program.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REQUEST FOR DONATION OF USED EQUIPMENT / NORTHERN NEVADA RACING 
ASSOCIATION (NNRA) 
 
Mayor Putnam referred to a letter received from Joel Murphy, President of the Northern Nevada 
Racing Association (NNRA), requesting that the City donate a used street sweeper and surplus 
picnic tables to the NNRA.  City Manager West said the street sweeper in question was 
manufactured in 1991, is worn out, and has little or no auction value.  The NNRA has asked 
several times to use the sweeper and donating this piece of equipment to them would take care 
of their needs.  The surplus picnic tables are being replaced with new ones and staff 
recommends donating some of them to the NNRA.  Putnam added the NNRA is building up 
their events and bringing people into the community.  Councilman Sheen moved to approve the 
donation of the 1991 street sweeper and surplus picnic tables to the Northern Nevada Racing 
Association, finding that the equipment is of no further use to the public.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
AMENDMENT TO SERVICES AGREEMENT / ARMSTRONG CONSULTANTS 
 
City Manager West said this is an amendment (attachment D) to the existing Winnemucca 
Municipal Airport Services Agreement with Armstrong Consultants for the south land acquisition 
project.  Staff recommends approval of this amendment to the contract.  Councilman Cain 
moved to accept the amendment to the services agreement which covers the south airport land 
acquisition and fencing projects at the airport.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
AWARD OF CONTRACT / 2012 STREET RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT 
 
Mayor Putnam said that only one bid was received from Hunewill Construction for the 2012 
street reconstruction project in the amount of $232,052.15.  City Manager West added the bid 
came in slightly less than the engineer's estimate, and staff recommends awarding the contract 
to Hunewill.  The project will be paid for by RTC funds.  Councilman Brooks moved to accept, as 
recommended by staff, the bid from Hunewill Construction for the sum of $232,052.15 for the 
2012 street reconstruction project which includes two commercial alleys, Bengochea Circle 
(Sage Heights) and the last phase of Jay's Road (to the BLM fire operation hangar at the 
airport).  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
STREET CLOSURE REQUEST / SILVER STATE INTERNATIONAL RODEO PARADE 
 
Mayor Putnam read the letter submitted by the Silver State International Rodeo Association 
requesting a temporary street closure for a Fourth of July rodeo parade.  The route for the 
parade begins at the Winnemucca Boulevard junction with East Fourth Street, and extends east 
on Winnemucca Boulevard to the junction with East Third Street.  Putnam added this was one 
of the larger events that draws tourism to the community.  The Police Department has been 
contacted about the need for additional police officer assistance during the parade.  Police Chief 
Silva added that patrolmen will be pulled from Vesco Park to monitor the parade.  Silva has 
requested assistance for the parade from the Humboldt County Sheriff and state highway patrol 
troopers.  City Manager West said the rodeo parade will have a brief impact on the ability to 
patrol Vesco Park but this should not present a problem at that time of day.  Staff recommends 
approval of the request.  Councilman Sheen moved to approve the request made by Silver 
State International Rodeo Association to temporarily close Winnemucca Boulevard from the 
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junction of East Fourth Street and Winnemucca Boulevard to the junction with East Third Street 
for the rodeo parade between 12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday July 4, 2012 subject to 
NDOT approval.  Motion carried unanimously.  Sheen added she will be the announcer during 
the parade. 
 
FIRE SERVICE MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT / BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
 
Mayor Putnam noted the City has always practiced mutual aid cooperation between all entities 
in the community, and it has worked well without having a contract in place that outlines 
specifics of the agreements.  The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has submitted a fire 
service mutual aid agreement that defines duties and costs associated with fighting fires.  
Putnam asked the City Attorney to review the proposed mutual aid contract, but questioned why 
something that has worked well is now sought to be changed.  Mike Fettic, representing the 
local BLM office, pointed out that a five year cooperative fire protection agreement was signed 
between the BLM and City in 2007 and it expired in June this year.  Because an agreement is 
technically not in place at this time, any costs incurred by the BLM to assist with a fire could be 
charged.  The proposed agreement includes cost-share language.  This is new to the area, but 
cost-share agreements already exist statewide.  There is not a great deal of public land 
attached to the City boundaries.  However, the key to the proposed agreement covers the first 
24-hour period of any fire.  Basically, the first 24 hours is not charged, but if fire assistance 
exceeds that time period, the cost-share goes into effect and could revert back to the time that 
BLM was dispatched to the scene.  Mayor Putnam interjected that "mutual aid" to her means 
sharing of costs but not charging them back to each other.  Fettic again said this proposed 
agreement was standard throughout the State.  City Attorney Maher said he is concerned with 
some of the language in the agreement.  Fettic noted the agreement was approved by the BLM, 
and costs are defined as "actual" costs.  Fire Chief Olsen added the City's fire-fighting costs 
were close to the BLM costs.  Councilman Cain expressed concern with whether the BLM would 
offer the same assistance when winter operations begin.  Fettic replied winter operation starting 
points vary from year to year.  Cain asked that when the BLM staff leaves during the winter 
operation period, who will be available from their office to assist with fires.  Fettic said the BLM 
will request additional assistance from the City, and the BLM will reimburse for those additional 
costs.  The proposed contract also offers other benefits which include air support. 
 
City Manager West asked if stipulations for payment of costs were different for the City and 
BLM.  Fettic said the payment methodology was the same for both entities.  Maher noted the 
proposed contract does not state it that way.  The contract language proposed today is not 
equal between the two entities.  Fettic added he believes it is stated the same.  Putnam said 
she had a problem with committing to a five year contract without fully reviewing the language 
within that contract.  Fettic referred to the “out clause” in the contract, adding that 90% of the 
local fires were small.  The BLM and City have had a good relationship for a number of years.  
Fettic said he believes the contract needs to be in place as soon as possible because there is 
the potential for a fire which could significantly cost both entities.  Maher pointed out three 
concerns about the language in the proposed contract, that is:  (1) the non-reimbursable 
voluntary assistance language which applies to the City in the mutual aid section should also be 
included in the BLM mutual aid section of the agreement; (2) the agreement is not quite what it 
represents to be, that is, the BLM does not always assume responsibility for BLM costs within 
the first 24 hour period, those costs are in several instances passed on to the City; and, (3) it 
appears that the control of the winter response resides primarily with the BLM, and possibly not 
with the City.   
 
Councilman Billingsley questioned the availability of BLM aircraft for firefighting.  Fettic said the 
mutual aid agreement provides for engines and equipment, but not aircraft.  Councilman Sheen 
noted that Gene Seidlitz, local BLM manager, at the last Humboldt County Commission meeting 
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stated the cooperating entities could trust the local BLM office.  The problem with that statement 
is that the staff at the BLM changes quickly, so the working relationship with the local entities 
could very easily be lost.  Putnam asked Olsen how he felt about the agreement.  Olsen said 
from his standpoint, he would like to see the agreement signed.  He understands the concerns 
expressed by the Mayor, Council and City Attorney, but it could be a lot more expensive for the 
City if the agreement weren't in place should a fire break out today.  The Patrician Way-Water 
Canyon area of the City limits is especially vulnerable.  Mayor Putnam added the City is looking 
at the agreement from a legal standpoint, while Olsen is looking at how to better do the job as a 
firefighter.  Both views must come together to assure that public safety remains the number one 
priority.  Councilman Cain moved to approve the draft fire service mutual aid agreement with the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) with the stipulation that the City Attorney be given time to 
further review the contract.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Police Chief Silva reported his department is revamping the sex offender registration system 
and a final draft of the proposal will be submitted to the City Attorney for review within the next 
couple of weeks.  Silva and three other City police officers provided assistance at the 
motorcycle rally held last weekend in Elko, returning the favor of assistance provided by Elko at 
the local rally. 
 
City Manager West said the airport slurry seal project started this morning and should be 
completed by the end of the week.  The sewer line, apparently Orangeburg pipe, collapsed on 
Bellvue Street, and the City crew was unable to clear the line.  Hunewill Construction was hired 
to undertake an emergency pipe replacement project, which will be paid from the Sewer fund. 
Residents in the area were notified and replacement is underway.  The street master plan has 
recently been updated and will be presented for approval at the next City Council meeting.  
Councilman Sheen asked if area mines had ever been approached for their assistance with 
traffic development due to the increase in employment by those same mines.  Mayor Putnam 
said she felt their assistance would be best utilized by addressing things that benefited the 
entire community, not just in certain geographical areas of the City.  West indicated that 
progress is being made with the architect plans for the golf clubhouse remodel.  Mayor Putnam 
added sub-standard issues were discovered with the building related to mechanical, electrical 
and plumbing, which will greatly increase the cost of the project. 
 
Councilman Stone said the HDA received designation as the economic development region with 
the State, and a little less funding will be received from the State this year.  Mayor Putnam 
asked if the HDA should be participating with advertising the City of Winnemucca. 
 
Councilman Cain attended the airport board meeting.  The LEPC is currently working on 
communication items.  A table-top exercise is scheduled with an actual exercise scheduled in 
September. 
 
Councilman Sheen reported the WCVA will hold their meeting tomorrow. 
 
Councilman Billingsley attend the RAC meeting last Thursday and Friday.  Legislation has been 
proposed concerning the Small Lands Tracts Conveyance Act, which may possibly allow the 
City to acquire more land.  A tour of was given which included subjects on fire suppression, wild 
horse management, and information on sage grouse. 
 
Councilman Brooks said the NNRC held a meeting with NDOW which resulted in their signing 
off on the YURT project which was sent to the State for final approval.  Brooks stated that 
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though there are traffic concerns with the Offenhauser and Great Basin Drive areas, the growth 
of the area is going to happen, and as it does happen, the traffic will increase. 
 
Mayor Putnam asked the Police Chief if his department staff used the gun range.  Silva replied 
that they do.  Putnam said Kent Arrien (a gun range supporter) stopped by and stated he 
thought the Council had approved more support from the City than what the gun range had 
received.  West and City Clerk Davis said the Council approved up to $1,000 for reimbursement 
of costs each fiscal year.  Davis advised that Arrien submitted the final expense reimbursement 
request for this fiscal year and only a partial amount was reimbursed because the $1,000 limit 
was reached.  Putnam said she asked Arrien to give an update on the gun range to the Council.  
The Chamber meeting was attended.  A meeting was held with Jan Schade of Schade 
Construction regarding the housing development on Ross Street.  A letter was received from 
NDOT declining the City's counter-offer about taking over responsibility of Haskell Street.  
Putnam recommends another counter offer.  The City Manager said he will prepare a letter.  
Mayor Putnam will not be present at the July 10 meeting. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 4:03 p.m. until the next meeting on July 10, 2012. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  July 10, 2012 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Cain, Sheen, Billingsley, Brooks                         
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                                         
ABSENT:  Councilman                                              
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk 


