
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

May 15, 2012 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, May 15, 2012 at 2:00 p.m. in 
the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, Joyce 
Sheen and Paige Brooks.  Absent:  Councilmen Doug Cain and Jim Billingsley.  Staff present:  
City Manager Steve West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The City Council May 1, 2012 regular meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Stone moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review.  Councilman Stone verified that the check written to 
fireworks expense was for the City's Fourth of July celebration firework display.  Councilman 
Sheen moved for approval of the warrants as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
Mayor Putnam presented a 30-year Employment Service Award to Frank Maestrejuan who 
works in the Parks Department. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on the agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
VARIANCE REQUEST / INCREASE FENCE HEIGHT / 801 FAIRGROUNDS ROAD / CTA, 
INC.-ROBERTS 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, said no comments had been received 
and staff recommends approval.  Councilman Brooks moved to approve, based upon staff 
recommendations and findings, variance VW-12-11 to allow for an increase of the fence height 
limit from three (3) feet to eight (8) feet in a P-F (Public Facilities) zoning district on property 
located at 801 Fairgrounds Road, APN 0116-281-03, on behalf of CTA, Inc. and Scott Roberts.  
Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2012-13. 
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ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION / REZONE APPLICATION RW-12-04 / MARCUERQUIAGA 
 
Councilman Stone moved to set for public hearing the consideration of rezone application RW-
12-04 requesting to change R-3 (Multiple Family-Residential) to N-C (Neighborhood-
Commercial) zoning district on property located at 537 and 547 Baud Street, APNs 015-396-04 
and 015-396-05 on behalf of property owner Larry Marcuerquiaga.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PROPOSAL TO UTILIZE CITY YOUTH CENTER BUILDING AS "FYT" CENTER 
 
Mayor Putnam read an email from Bill Douglas which expressed strong opposition to the 
proposed transition of the City weight room into a "FYT" (Family-Youth-Teen) Center.  
Councilman Stone said he had also heard Douglas's concerns.  Recreation Director Swecker 
added the weight room currently has six memberships and there is only minimal drop-in usage 
at the facility.  Brian Nelson, who is heading up the project, said unsupervised kids can be 
destructive, but the facility will not have an "open-ended" use policy.  Various community groups 
have expressed interest in utilizing the facility, and the groups will all have supervision and rules 
to follow.  A planning committee is working on ideas for scheduling, donations, and diversifying 
use of the facility.  Megan Bowers, also representing the FYT Center, said facility users will be 
educated about the usage and schedules for the facility.  Mayor Putnam inquired about the level 
of commitment received from the community to utilize the facility.  Nelson replied they currently 
have approximately four or five groups with 40 potential users and three other groups have 
expressed interest, with another eight or ten groups submitting a verbal or written commitment. 
It is believed more interest will be generated as time passes, especially after several open 
houses are held.  The facility will be open to all types of users, not just teen-based groups.  In 
answer to Mayor Putnam's question, support will come through donations from both public and 
private sectors, businesses, individuals, and employers, and it may be in the form of money, 
equipment or help.  Councilman Brooks agreed the idea to utilize the facility as a FYT Center is 
a good idea.  Councilman Sheen added through her research on another matter she discovered 
the building was opened as a youth center in 1970, indicating that the community has always 
desired to have some kind of youth center.  Sheen believes it is the right idea to organize 
groups to use the facility; however, for community youth to participate in the concept, they will 
have to get involved with various organizations.  There are many options available to them.  
Councilman Stone said he is assuming the City will carry the insurance, utility and maintenance 
costs for the facility, which costs should be offset by a greater utilization of the facility.  City 
Manager West agreed that operational costs are carried by the City, but the costs are not 
expected to increase substantially.  Swecker added he believes use of the building will increase. 
The summer Day Camp program, which uses the facility, will integrate into the FYT Center 
schedule.  Councilman Brooks moved to proceed with the FYT Center proposal to utilize the 
City weight room building for community activities, with the stipulation that periodic updates are 
provided to the Council as the concept develops.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL PARTICIPATION IN COST OF COLLECTOR STREET 
 
John Krmpotic, KLS Planning & Design, a developer for the Offenhauser Drive Development 
project, requested financial assistance for the estimated sum of $93,800 of the cost for the 
Offenhauser Drive collector street extension as part of the proposed development.  Krmpotic 
said he understands the need of Offenhauser Drive as a collector street, but this requires a 
wider and deeper pavement and base at an additional cost to the project.  He received an 
opinion from a traffic engineer in Reno which indicated a collector street is not required and he 
believes the City should participate in the additional cost resulting from building to collector 
street standards.  The project benefits the City by creating more options for traffic circulation.  
However, the collector street is designated in the City street master plan.  City Manager West 
noted that because Whitaker Drive (adjacent to the back side of this development) became a 
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half street under this development plan and the City requires that any extension of Offenhauser 
Drive be designated a collector street.  West added he did not agree with the analysis made by 
Krmpotic's traffic engineer that the projected traffic loads would not justify the collector street 
width.  In answer to the Mayor's question, West said he believes the anticipated traffic loading 
easily justifies the increased base and asphalt thickness for Offenhauser Drive.  Historically, 
Highland Drive and Kluncy Canyon Road started out with the decreased base and asphalt 
thicknesses and they didn't last long and were later upgraded to collector street standards. 
Councilman Sheen said the idea is to think toward the future regarding traffic usage rather than 
just what is in development today.  West agreed that long-term thinking is a requirement when 
discussing new development standards.  West felt that the long and narrow layout of this very 
small development with a collector street down its entire length is a unique situation. 
Councilman Stone asked if the request for financial assistance is covered in the budget.  West 
said the street reserve could cover the additional cost to the City.  Other developers have asked 
for City assistance and were turned down, but this is a unique situation and the Council needs 
to specify what those unique points are if this request is approved.  Councilman Brooks said the 
Council should always keep in mind that the community needs housing and must consider all 
options that will enhance the creation of that additional housing.  Krmpotic said the development 
project will happen in two phases and any assistance will be used as those phases are 
completed.  Mayor Putnam queried the Council about their views on whether this development 
was unique enough to participate in the cost of the collector street extension.  Stone said he 
didn't like the idea of participating, but if the City decides to participate, he wants to know the 
amount of participation.  West suggested $50,000 in total.  Stone suggested the sum of $80,000 
paid in two $40,000 installments as each phase is completed.  Councilman Brooks moved to 
participate in the cost of the extension of Offenhauser Drive as a collector street for the total 
sum of $80,000 payable at the end of each construction phase ($40,000 each) based upon the 
following unique factors:  the collector street through the middle of the entire length of the 
property, the narrow width of the street, and the relatively small number of lots resulting from the 
development.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
LARIOS ARMS SENIOR RESIDENT APARTMENTS 
 
Martha Lynn Trost, Manager of the Larios Arms Senior Resident apartments, gave a 
presentation on the status of the project.  Trost said the property is managed by Weststates 
Management Company which, as a managing group, handles all low income housing in 
Winnemucca.  Guidelines for renting at Larios Arms includes a qualifying income ceiling 
requirement and that the leaseholder be 55 years of age or more.  The three story complex 
features elevator access, twenty-four (24) one bedroom and six (6) two bedroom apartments 
equipped with Energy Star rated appliances, tankless water heaters, gas forced air heat, central 
air conditioning, cable TV outlets, a community room with a media center, large TV, computer 
room, exercise room, library, laundry room and warming kitchen for gathering and social areas.  
Each apartment provides hookups for a washer and dryer.  The apartments are all constructed 
to accommodate the handicapped by including large entry-ways and level tub and shower 
access.  Mayor Putnam asked how many were interested in locating to the complex so far.  
Trost said she had eight commitments.  An open house is planned for June or July.  Mayor 
Putnam thanked Trost for her informative presentation.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING / FISCAL YEAR 2012-2013 TENTATIVE-FINAL BUDGET 
 
Mayor Putnam opened the public hearing and referred to the cash flow sheets for each fund 
designated in the City tentative budget for fiscal year 2013.  City Manager West noted the cash 
flow sheets summarized what the Council had decided upon in the budget planning session in 
March.  The numbers will flow into the budget format required by the State with a filing due date 
of June 1.  This is a tentative budget hearing prior to the possible adoption as the final budget 
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for Fiscal Year 2013.  Staff recommends approval of the tentative budget as the final budget.  
Mayor Putnam asked for public comment.  None was given.  Councilman Sheen moved, based 
upon staff recommendation, to adopt the tentative budget as the final budget for the fiscal year 
2013 period (July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013).  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
HASKELL STREET RELINQUISHMENT / NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
OFFER 
 
Mayor Putnam said at the last meeting Kevin Lee, District Engineer for the Nevada Department 
of Transportation (NDOT), made a verbal offer of $750,000 to the City to accept Haskell Street 
ownership and responsibility from the State.  The City Manager reported that the cost of the 
proposed Haskell Street traffic signal system and pavement overlay project is estimated at 
$1.154 million, including in-house NDOT engineering services.  Annual maintenance costs on 
the roadway are estimated at $41,000.  City Manager West reminded the Council that the City 
has already invested over $1.8 million on Haskell Street improvement projects.  The offer of 
$750,000 from NDOT is a good one, but a counter offer is recommended. If a traffic signal is 
installed, traffic counts on Haskell will undoubtedly increase as will the annual maintenance 
costs.  West recommended a counter offer in the amount of the estimated construction costs of 
the two projects at $979,000 (with NDOT provided engineering services within a detailed time 
frame). The City will maintain the option of when to proceed with the overlay project and may 
decide to utilize a portion of the funding to add a chip seal to the roadway in the short term.  
Staff was directed to make the counter offer to NDOT as outlined by the City Manager. 
 
TEMPORARY STREET CLOSURE REQUEST / PORTION OF BRIDGE STREET / ARTIST'S 
MARKET 
 
Jacy Jackson, owner of Le French Twist, requested a temporary street closure of Bridge Street 
between East Fourth Street and Winnemucca Blvd. on each Saturday from June 2 through 
September 29 to accommodate an Artist's Market.  The market event will also allow for the sale 
of local fruits, vegetables and other food products.  A petition has been signed by most store 
owners located on this block of Bridge Street expressing their excitement about the event.  All 
participants will locate under white tents with covered tables, with hopes of drawing attention to 
the downtown area.  The event will be open to out-of-town vendors if they commit to the event 
rules.  Those selling food products of any kind will be required to get health department 
approval.  The requirements for a City business license will be followed.  City Manager West 
said this type of street closure requires the placement of cones and street closure signs.  The 
event coordinator(s) should be responsible for the placement and tear down of the cones and 
signs, as well as storage of the equipment.  The City will not be responsible for any vehicles that 
have not been moved before the start of each event.  Councilman Sheen moved to approve the 
temporary street closure request for the 300 Block of Bridge Street from East Fourth Street to 
Winnemucca Blvd. for an Artist's Market on Saturday mornings from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
from June 2 to September 29, 2012, with the event coordinator(s) having responsibility for 
placement and removal of the cones and street closure signs.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ENCROACHMENT PERMIT REQUEST 
 
Jacy Jackson, owner of Le French Twiste located at 357 S. Bridge Street, requested an 
encroachment permit to allow for the placement of an awning over the front window of the 
business establishment.  Jackson said the awning will make the building more appealing to the 
eye and it will be beneficial to her staff by blocking the sun that shines through the window.  
Jackson believes the awning will not impose any hindrance to pedestrians.  Councilman Stone 
moved to grant the encroachment permit for the construction of an awning for the business 
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located at 357 S. Bridge Street (Le French Twiste), to Jacy Jackson, business proprietor.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REQUEST FOR USE OF VESCO CITY PARK / DOG AGILITY PRESENTATION 
 
Patrick Henigin read a letter from the University of Nevada Cooperative Extension office written 
by Sharon Barton, Humboldt County Volunteer and Events Specialist and 4-H Program 
Manager, requesting the use of Vesco City Park for a dog agility demonstration by the 4-H 
Power Paws Dog Club for the benefit of the Harmony Manor residents.  Henigin reiterated this 
was not a fundraising event but strictly a demonstration and entertainment for the residents of 
the Harmony Manor nursing care facility.  Councilman Brooks reminded Henigin the 4-H group 
will be responsible for cleaning up after the dogs once the demonstration is over.  Councilman 
Brooks moved to approve the request for a dog agility presentation to the Harmony Manor 
Residents at Vesco City Park on Monday June 18, 2012 between 11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION REAPPOINTMENT / OLSEN 
 
Mayor Putnam referred to the letter of interest received from Ray Olsen for reappointment to the 
Humboldt County Regional Planning Commission (HCRPC).  The office has a four year term 
which will expire at the end of June 2016.  Mayor Putnam reappointed Olsen to the HCRPC.  
Councilman Stone moved to confirm Mayor Putnam's reappointment of Ray Olsen to a four-year 
term on the Humboldt County Regional Planning Commission.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION REAPPOINTMENT / WICKKISER 
 
Mayor Putnam reported that verbal request was received by the City Clerk confirming Pamela 
Wickkiser's interest in serving another four-year term on the Humboldt County Regional 
Planning Commission (HCRPC).  The office has a four year term which will expire at the end of 
June 2016.  Councilman Stone asked Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, 
if Wickkiser's attendance to the HCRPC meetings had improved.  Lawrence verified that her 
attendance had improved.  Mayor Putnam reappointed Wickkiser to the HCRPC.  Councilman 
Stone moved to confirm Mayor Putnam's reappointment of Pamela Wickkiser to a four-year term 
on the Humboldt County Regional Planning Commission.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Clerk Davis said he will notify the Mayor and City Council when the final budget cover 
sheets are ready for signatures.  All present were reminded of the joint City/County meeting 
scheduled for Monday May 21 at 10:45 a.m. 
 
City Manager West reported the negotiation committee is moving forward with employee 
contract negotiations with hopes of bringing contracts to the June 5 Council meeting for 
approval.  The airport pavement project begins next Monday.  Work is ongoing with the airport 
water system sale to Gold Country Water.  Airport Board member Lewis Trout is researching the 
possibility of having an ethics training in July, which will be available to all governmental boards 
and commissions. 
 
Councilman Stone said the HDA will meet tomorrow.  A Chamber of Commerce Mixer will be 
held on the Nixon lawn tonight starting at 5:30 p.m.  Stone will attend the Rotary Club meeting 
tonight where he plans to update those present on the future development, long term plans and 
budget information for the City.  Other governmental entities were also invited to attend.   
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Councilman Sheen said she will be attending the WCVA meeting tomorrow. 
 
Councilman Brooks reported the NNRC is working with the BLM on the YURT project.  Brooks 
attended the Chamber luncheon.  The Diversity meeting scheduled yesterday was cancelled. 
 
Mayor Putnam said she and City Manager West attended the County Commission meeting on 
Monday where discussion took place concerning the request made by Sonoma Industries for 
partial funding from the County.  Sonoma Industries and Humboldt Human Development were 
directed to work together to create a plan of operation to be presented to the County 
Commission at a later date.  Mayor Putnam recommended holding back the City's $5,000 
contribution until further notice.  A letter was received from the Senior Center commending the 
City Manager's assistance with their expansion project.  Mayor Putnam noted the City Manager 
extends his service to the public far beyond his scope of responsibility in order to assist others 
in the community.  The Alternative Learning Services (ALS) group will hold their graduation 
ceremony this week.  A meeting was held with the architect who is working on a concept to 
remodel the Golf Course clubhouse.  Several good comments have been received on the new 
golf pro and the workings of the golf course. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 4:03 p.m. until the next meeting on June 5, 2012. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  June 5, 2012 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Sheen, Brooks                                     
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman  Cain, Billingsley                                 
ABSENT:  Councilman                                              
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk 


