
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

May 1, 2012 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, May 1, 2012 at 2:00 p.m. in 
the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, Doug 
Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve West, 
City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The City Council April 17, 2012 regular meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review.  Mayor Putnam suggested withholding payment of the 
warrant request for Sonoma Industries (Fiscal Year 2012, $5,000) until further information is 
obtained about the funding of organizations which provide the type of services provided by 
Sonoma Industries.  The County Commission will be discussing at their next meeting the 
original request for support made by Sonoma Industries, and the Mayor and the City Manager 
will attend that meeting to gain information on the Sonoma Industries’ request.  Councilman 
Stone moved for approval of the warrants as submitted, except that the warrant for Sonoma 
Industries be held until further notice.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
There were no proclamations or employee awards. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
David Gouger, Humboldt Sun Editor, introduced Matthew Yenne, a Lovelock High School 
student, who is participating in the Job Shadow program at the newspaper with Gouger.  Yenne 
is editor of the "Eye of the Colt" newsletter at his school. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on the agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
////////// 
////////// 
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VARIANCE REQUEST / SIDE-REAR YARD SETBACKS / 540 W. SECOND ST. / GARTEIZ 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, said no comments had been received 
as of this date.  The property owner already added to the existing garage, but did not know the 
addition requires setback adjustments.  The property owner is working with the City Building 
Inspector.  Property owner Garteiz explained the history of the property lot lines and existing 
structures on the property.  Staff recommends approval.  Councilman Sheen moved to approve, 
based upon staff recommendation and findings, variance VW-12-10 to reduce the side and rear 
yard setbacks from five (5) feet to zero (0) feet in an R-2 (Multiple family-residential) zoning 
district on property located at 540 West Second Street, APN 015-134-05, for Martin Garteiz, 
property owner.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2012-12. 
 
STREET CLOSURE REQUEST / WINNEMUCCA BLVD. FROM MODEL T MOTEL PARKING 
LOT TO HURST STREET / BASQUE PARADE 
 
Councilman Brooks disclosed that she is a member and dance instructor with the Basque Club 
and will be abstaining from the discussion and action on this matter.  Mayor Putnam reviewed 
the request to hold the Basque Parade in June.  Councilman Stone moved to approve, subject 
to Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) approval, a request made by the Winnemucca 
Basque Club to temporarily close Winnemucca Blvd. from the Model T parking lot to Hurst 
Street (adjacent to the Verner Chiropractic office) on Saturday June 9, 2012 starting at 11:00 
a.m. for the Basque Parade.  Motion carried unanimously with Councilman Brooks abstaining.  
 
HASKELL AND BRIDGE STREET INTERSECTION / NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION (NDOT) 
 
Kevin Lee, District Engineer with the Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT), submitted 
a letter from NDOT to the City listing possible alternatives to correct traffic problems at the 
Bridge Street and Haskell Street intersection.  Lee stated at one time it was thought there would 
be State safety funds available for the construction of a roundabout at the intersection, but after 
the State reviewed their funding availability, it is likely those funds will not be available.  
Discussions have taken place at NDOT to relinquish responsibility of Haskell Street to the City.  
NDOT wants to negotiate the transfer of Haskell Street to the City and offer the sum of 
$750,000 from the State to be used as the City desires on improvements to the street, such as a 
traffic signal system and/or pavement maintenance. Mayor Putnam reiterated that the public has 
expressed many concerns about having a roundabout at this intersection, and she believes it 
will be difficult to sell the idea to the public.  Further, the City is unable to afford a roundabout.  
Lee noted the latest research shows that a traffic signal will create one vehicle crash per year, 
while a roundabout will experience one-half of a vehicle crash per year.  A traffic signal will be 
better than doing nothing.  Lee noted the location of a traffic signal is far enough away from the 
railroad tracks that a connection to the railroad crossing signal is not necessary.  A connection 
with the railroad crossing is still possible if the City wanted it, but it will require the City to work 
within the regulatory mandates of state, federal and railroad agencies.  City Attorney Maher said 
the City should acquire the agency documentation which indicates that a traffic signal does not 
have to be connected to the railroad signal system.  Mayor Putnam said the biggest concern 
with the City is the long term maintenance costs associated with Haskell Street, as well as the 
timeframe for NDOT engineers to design and construct a traffic signal system.  Lee said 
engineering is handled in Carson City and negotiation for a fast-track approach to the project 
could happen.  The NDOT planning department established the $750,000 budget based upon 
the projected NDOT cost to provide a 2-inch overlay and three years of maintenance for the 
street.  City Manager West added the cost of a traffic signal will be lower if there is no tie-in with 
the railroad signal system.  West recommends better defining what can be accomplished with 
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the funds offered by NDOT and making sure that the railroad crossing does not need to be tied 
to the signal system.  The Council members agreed.  Lee said it will be a challenge to get the 
process moving due to key personnel leaving NDOT within the next six months.  Susan 
Martinovich, Director of NDOT, advised Lee that NDOT will assist with the directive to make a 
traffic signal work at this intersection.  Mayor Putnam directed the City Manager to begin 
acquiring the necessary information so that the Council may make a well-informed decision as 
soon as possible regarding the proposal presented today by NDOT. 
 
WINNEMUCCA POLICE DEPARTMENT POLICY MANUAL 
 
Chief of Police Silva and Police Captain Dalley submitted the new Winnemucca Police 
Department (WPD) Policy Manual for review and approval by the Council.  Silva said new job 
descriptions still need to be completed.  City Manager West reported the necessary information 
to update the City’s job descriptions was received today, as a part of the Human Resource 
Assessment recently completed by the POOL/PACT HR personnel.  Dalley said the base 
documents were prepared by the Lexipol Group, which is comprised of experts and consultants 
in the field of law enforcement policy.  All documents have been reviewed by the WPD staff and 
modified where necessary to adhere to state and local laws and practices.  Officers will be 
periodically tested on the policies through electronic means in order to keep abreast of changes 
to laws and/or policies.  City Attorney Maher added he had briefly reviewed and discussed the 
new manual with the Chief and Captain, and he recommended adoption of the policy manual 
today on the condition that any adjustments to a particular policy can be made as appropriate.  
Silva said all department personnel were involved with the creation of the policy manual and all 
were on board, even though in the beginning of the process there was resistance.  Councilman 
Billingsley asked if the manual decreased or increased the liability potential.  Maher replied 
there are pros and cons to any policy adoption and the liability potential is always there.  The 
policies offer a great reference point to any officer while on the job, especially if there is a 
question concerning what to do or how to handle something.  West said, in his opinion, the 
positives of having a policy outweigh the negatives, and commended the WPD staff for their 
hard work on the project.  Councilman Stone moved to adopt, based upon staff 
recommendation, the Winnemucca Police Department policy manual, with the condition and 
understanding that any necessary changes or updates will be made as required.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West reported the very complicated water valve project was completed without 
any major problems thanks to the planning and hard work of the Public Works (PW) Supervisor, 
the PW staff and Hunewill Construction.  The first phase of the RTC-funded valley gutter project 
has been completed.  The chip seal project, in conjunction with the County, is out to bid.  It is 
hopeful that bids will go out next month for the street construction projects (including Water 
Canyon Road).  A joint City-County meeting is scheduled for May 21, with the most important 
item being the annual cost sharing agreement for the Fiscal Year 2013 budget.  The cost share 
distribution of the dispatch center costs will be discussed to determine if any adjustments need 
to be made.  
 
Councilman Stone said the HDA will meet next week.  Several comments have been received 
concerning the pigeon problem.  Mayor Putnam said the Las Vegas area has approached this 
with a sterilization program but doesn't know what kinds of results were achieved.  West 
reported that the City had done some pigeon control research a few years ago and it was 
determined there was no easy method to eliminate the problem.  At the time, the WCVA had a 
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person that was trapping the pigeons but he is no longer doing this. West was directed to do 
further research to determine a potential course of action. 
 
Councilman Brooks attended the Cultural Diversity dinner.  The NNRC met with the BLM and 
will have an update on the YURT project at the May 21 joint City-County meeting.  Brooks said 
there have been comments on the increase of out-of-state license plates in the community.  
West said he read a recent article which indicated that the NHP has begun to actively enforce 
adherence to the requirement to register vehicles in Nevada. 
 
Mayor Putnam said she received several comments expressing concern about the use of 
motorcycles and four wheelers on City streets, that is, they are a nuisance, a safety hazard and 
noisy.  It may be time to do some public awareness about the laws concerning the use of such 
vehicles on City streets.  Possibly, something could be presented to local news agencies and 
local schools.  Councilman Sheen said several complaints have been issued concerning the use 
of such vehicles on Midas Drive, where the Mayor and City Clerk live.  City Manager West 
added it is challenging to apprehend those who abuse the privilege. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Police Captain Dalley said he had received favorable comments concerning the use of limited 
parking signs that have been placed on the City lot located at the Hanson-Highland Street 
intersection. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m. until the next meeting on May 15, 2012. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  May 15, 2012 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Cain, Sheen, Billingsley, Brooks                  
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                       
ABSENT:  Councilman                                              
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk 


