
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

April 3, 2012 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, April 3, 2012 at 2:00 p.m. in 
the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, Doug 
Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve West, 
City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The City Council March 20, 2012 regular and special budget planning meeting minutes were 
presented for review and Councilman Sheen moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried 
unanimously with Councilman Cain abstaining as he was not present at the meeting. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
Mayor Putnam recognized Alan Smith, who was not present, for receiving an Employee Service 
Award acknowledging 15 years of service in the Public Works Department. 
 
Mayor Putnam presented three (3) proclamations as follows:  April 2012 - Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month; April 2012 - Child Abuse Prevention Month; and, April 22-28, 2012 - National 
Crime Victims' Rights Week.  JoAnn Casalez with the Winnemucca Domestic Violence Services 
(WDVS) summarized each proclamation and noted the intended purpose of each is to increase 
public awareness on these issues.  The WDVS is cooperating with numerous agencies and 
sponsoring various events throughout the community.  Mayor Putnam acknowledged the 
importance of these events and stated the City stands behind their efforts. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on the agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
////////// 
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VARIANCE REQUEST / SIGN SIZE AND HEIGHT / 242 W. MINOR STREET / NEVADA 
RURAL HOUSING AUTHORITY 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, said no comments had been received 
as of this date.  The property owner, Nevada Rural Housing Authority (NRHA), is requesting an 
increase of the allowed size of the sign area and the allowed sign height for the new senior 
apartment complex (Larios Arms Senior Residence Apartments) located at 242 W. Minor Street.  
Lisa Dayton, Program Manager for the apartment project, said the complex is expected to be 
completed by April 27, 2012.  Westates Property Management will manage the apartments; they 
already manage the Winnemucca Manor apartments next door.  A marketing campaign was 
started last month to attract tenants.  Up to 30 units are available on three stories, ranging in 
size from 2-bedroom, 2-bath to 1-bedroom, 1-bath.  The first tenants are expected to move in by 
May 1, 2012.  A grand opening and dedication will be scheduled sometime in May.  City 
Manager West said staff recommends approval.  City Councilman Sheen moved to approve, 
based upon staff findings and recommendation, variance request VW-12-07 to exceed the 
allowable size of the sign area from six (6) square feet to sixteen (16) square feet and increase 
the allowed height to 6 feet 5 inches, on property located at 242 W. Minor Street-Larios Arms 
Senior Residence Apartments, APN 016-171-06, on behalf of Nevada Rural Housing Authority.  
Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2012-09. 
 
ENCROACHMENT PERMIT / SIGN PLACEMENT / 242 W. MINOR STREET / NEVADA 
RURAL HOUSING AUTHORITY 
 
City Manager West said staff recommends approval of the encroachment permit for the 
proposed sign to be located in the Minor Street right-of-way for the Larios Arms Senior 
Residence Apartments (discussed with the previous agenda item). The proposed sign location 
does not appear to create any visibility problems for motorists or pedestrians. Councilman 
Sheen moved to approve, based upon staff findings and recommendation, an encroachment 
permit for the sign placement at the Larios Arms Senior Residence Apartments located at 242 
W. Minor Street, APN 016-171-06, on behalf of Nevada Rural Housing Authority.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
TEMPORARY STREET CLOSURE / 1ST ANNUAL COUNTRY AND BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL 
 
This item was postponed. 
 
FIREWORKS DISPLAY REQUEST / LOWRY HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR CLASS 
 
City Councilman Cain asked if Bud Vetter (a volunteer fireman trained in pyrotechnics) will 
assist with the fireworks display requested by the Lowry High School senior class.  City 
Manager West said Vetter will coordinate the display.  Staff recommends approval of the 
request.  Cain noted three water trucks are usually on stand-by during fireworks displays.  
Councilman Cain moved to approve, based upon staff recommendation, the Lowry High School 
senior class request to provide a fireworks display behind the Lowry High School football field 
on Tuesday May 29, 2012 following the senior class barbecue.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PERS DEEMED WAGE INCREASE REQUEST / CITY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
Mayor Putnam said that a discussion took place during the budget planning session on March 
20 concerning a request by the Winnemucca Volunteer Fire Department (WVFD) to increase 
the Public Employees Retirement System (PERS) volunteer fireman deemed wage from $1,000 
per month to $2,000 per month, in exchange for eliminating the per call pay.  The request was 
made by Fire Chief Olsen on behalf of the WVFD members.  Councilman Stone said he had 
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talked with several firemen, and only one expressed concern against the change and the others 
were generally in favor of it.  Stone asked if the per call compensation will cease even when 
volunteers attend training classes.  Olsen said no additional payments will be made to the 
firemen if the change is approved.  Stone stated that the volunteers will have to make long-term 
commitments to the department in order to realize any benefits, and he questioned if that may 
possibly have a negative impact in the recruiting of new members in the future.  Both Olsen and 
WVFD member Ray Parks stated the volunteers were behind the request and the WVFD 
members were primarily interested in community service, not in financial gain.  Councilman Cain 
said that those who volunteer will prove their commitment to the community over the long term.  
Councilman Brooks asked if the volunteers could come back at a later date and ask to reinstate 
the per call wage.  Brooks said she hopes the volunteers realize they will be receiving (if the 
request is approved) the highest benefit possible by moving to the $2,000 per month deemed 
wage with PERS.  Olsen said the volunteer firemen will not be coming back to request other 
compensation.  There currently are 24 volunteers on staff plus the Fire Chief.  When the change 
was presented to the volunteers over a month ago, most of the members were present and they 
voted unanimously for the change.  Mayor Putnam felt that even though one or two of the 
younger volunteers have voiced concern with the change, it appeared there was almost 
unanimous support of the department for the proposal.  Councilman Sheen moved to approve 
the request made by the Winnemucca Volunteer Fire Department to increase the PERS 
deemed wage established pursuant to NRS 286.367 from $1,000 per month to $2,000 per 
month and to eliminate all per-call pay for the volunteers effective July 1, 2012.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  Resolution Number 2012-10. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Clerk Davis distributed the Tentative Budget signature page for the Mayor and Council to 
sign, which is due by April 15 to the Department of Taxation. 
 
City Manager West reported the water system valve project was underway.  West complimented 
the Public Works Supervisor and his water-sewer staff on their professional approach to this 
project.  The public will be properly notified of the interruption in service.  Shut-down of services 
will begin late on the evening of April 24 and the work will hopefully be completed by early the 
next morning on April 25.  Councilman Cain said fire department water trucks should be made 
available in case there is a fire in the area.  West continued that the Water Canyon pavement 
project site survey will be completed soon.  West distributed a conceptual drawing of the 
Melarkey Street-Winnemucca Blvd. (US Hwy 95) intersection beautification project and 
indicated that the NDOT Transportation Enhancement grant application for the project must be 
submitted next week.  A joint City-County meeting will be scheduled soon to discuss the project 
financing options and conceptual design.  One of the police department detective vehicles 
(Dodge Intrepid) is out of commission and will be sent to TNT Auctions for sale.  A used Chevy 
Tahoe SUV replacement was purchased through the BLM office and will arrive soon. 
 
City Councilman Stone said he provided the Youth Award applications for the Mayor and 
Councilman Brooks to review.  The housing consortium (WNHC) that the City recently joined 
seems to be dissolving due to liability issues and the lack of future funding from HUD.  The HDA 
will meet next week. 
 
Councilman Cain commented on the letter sent from the Mayor and City Manager 
acknowledging the new Amtrak train station located on Railroad Street. 
 
Councilman Sheen said concerns were expressed by the WCVA board concerning the Melarkey 
Street-Winnemucca Blvd. intersection beautification project; however, those concerns have 
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been addressed with the latest conceptual design distributed today.  West said a 50% match will 
be asked for in the NDOT grant funding application. 
 
Councilman Brooks recently attended the community breakfast and said the spokesman for the 
proposed youth center, Brian Nelson, shared his vision for a youth center.  Nelson provided 
information concerning the proposal.  Brooks said she received questions from the public 
concerning how the Indian Chief mosaic bracing is facing (inward) on the new street lights. 
 
Mayor Putnam also attended the meeting hosted by Brian Nelson concerning the proposed 
youth center.  Putnam said the youth center will be a combination family-youth meeting place to 
be utilized by supervised groups.  Youth-oriented equipment will be available in the center.  The 
proposal is moving forward, but before the project commences, it was asked of Nelson to 
provide a list of those people who are committed to the success of this endeavor.  Employee 
negotiations are underway.  The negotiation team met with the regular City employees 
association last week and a meeting will take place on Thursday with the police association. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Mayor Putnam acknowledged the presence of Mike Owens in the audience. 
 
There were no public or other personal communications or correspondence.   
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 2:49 p.m. until the next meeting on April 17, 2012. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  April 17, 2012 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Cain, Sheen, Billingsley, Brooks                  
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                       
ABSENT:  Councilman                                              
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  
 


