
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 
December 13, 2011 

 
The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, December 13, 2011 at 2:00 
p.m. in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, 
Doug Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve 
West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The November 22, 2011 regular City Council meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Brooks moved for approval as submitted.  Councilmen Cain and Billingsley 
abstained as they were not present at the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
Mayor Putnam presented Police Chief Thomas (Eric) Silva with a 15-year Employee Service 
Award, and thanked him for his service to the community. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Jennifer Wright, co-owner of Players Bar, stated that Winnemucca Cab Company is not 
providing services to customers of the bar, and it has a negative effect on business.  The bar 
provides rides to customers whenever possible, and the Humboldt County Sheriff's Department 
has assisted on occasion, but neither are permanent solutions.  Wright said she believes the 
cab company is in violation of State law and has filed a complaint with the Nevada 
Transportation Authority (NTA).  Wright questioned if the City can enforce compliance on this 
issue.  Councilman Sheen asked if the cab company had ever given their reasons for not 
servicing bar customers.  Wright explained she has been given excuses and was told only that 
they (the cab company) would not service the bar.  Mayor Putnam said she will discuss the 
situation with the cab company owners, and will follow-up with Wright after their discussion. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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REDUCE FRONT YARD SETBACK / HASKELL COMPLEX-SWENSEN 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, said no comments were received from 
the public concerning the setback request.  The property owner is constructing a roof over the 
existing stairway which is attached to the building.  Councilman Sheen noted it is a good idea to 
cover the stairway for safety reasons.  Councilman Sheen moved for approval, based on staff 
findings and recommendations, of variance VW-11-16 to reduce the front yard setback from 10 
feet to one foot in an R-3 (Multiple Family-Residential) zoning district located at 26 E. Haskell 
Street, APN 016-044-08, for the Haskell Complex, LLC (Kendall Swensen), as owner.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2011-30. 
 
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS WAIVER REQUEST / MILLER INVESTMENTS-ECHEVERRIA 
 
Roy Echeverria, for Echeverria Construction, Inc. representing Miller Investments, requested 
waiver of the development standards on property located at 4500 S. Grass Valley Road.  
Echeverria said the property owner is constructing a 144' x 60' storage unit on the property and 
intends to pave the parking lot.  They are requesting a waiver of the curb, gutter, lighting and 
sidewalk development standards only.  Mayor Putnam said that other properties along Grass 
Valley Road have received street improvement variances due to the substantial slopes involved 
and because there are no curbs on that side of the road.  Echeverria noted there are no street 
lights on Grass Valley Road, and the parking lot currently contains six lights and the property 
owner intends to add two more.  City Attorney Maher said street lights are only required at 
intersections when street construction is anticipated.  Councilman Cain moved to approve the 
waiver of the development standards (curb, gutter, sidewalk, and street lighting) per staff 
recommendation on property located at 4500 S. Grass Valley Road as requested by Roy 
Echeverria (Echeverria Construction, Inc.) on behalf of Miller Investments.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
NIGHT WATCHMAN HOUSING / TRI-QUEST BUILDINGS & DEVELOPERS 
 
Thomas Lopes, President of Tri-Quest Builders & Developers, requested permission to 
temporarily place a small trailer on the DaVita Dialysis construction site located at 830 
Fairgrounds Road to house the project superintendent four days per week.  Mayor Putnam 
asked how utility services were going to be provided to the trailer.  Lopes said a local portable 
toilet service provider will pump out the self-contained trailer, and electricity is already 
established on the property.  City Attorney Maher said the City has allowed in the past, for up to 
one year, temporary construction site security trailers.  City Manager West said staff 
recommends approval of this request.  Councilman Cain moved to approve the placement of a 
trailer for security and housing purposes for a period of up to four months during construction on 
property located at 830 Fairgrounds Road as requested by Tri-Quest Builders & Developers.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION / RECREATION FEES INCREASE  
 
Councilman Stone moved to set for public hearing on January 10, 2012 consideration of the 
proposed increase to recreation fees established in Winnemucca Municipal Code (WMC) 
Chapter 3.12.  Motion carried unanimously. 
GOLF COURSE POLICIES, RULES, REGULATIONS, AND TOURNAMENT FEES 
 
Mayor Putnam reviewed the draft resolution outlining proposed amendments to the golf course 
rules, regulations and fees for tournament use.  Putnam said the tournament fees and language 
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definitions have been updated and re-organized to assist with collection and accounting of the 
fees.  Councilman Brooks moved to accept, as presented by staff, the amendments to the 
policies, rules and regulations for the administration of golf play and course use, and the 
amendments to the rules and fees for tournament use.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution 
Number 2011-31. 
 
GOLF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT / SOLICITATION OF PROPOSALS FOR 
GOLF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
 
Mayor Putnam said the contract for the current golf pro (Mike Kieser) will expire December 31, 
2011, and she understands he (Kieser) will not enter into a new contract with the City.  The 
existing contract was reviewed and it was determined the language should be updated to make 
it clear that no benefits are provided to the golf pro, an independent contractor.  Don Stoker, 
former City Councilman and a golfer, noted that in the past, the City provided insurance and 
retirement benefits and asked if the laws have changed.  City Manager West replied there have 
been substantial changes in the applicable laws since the City first contracted for golf pro 
services.  City Attorney Maher added the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) is taking a harder look 
at the classification of contractors and employees.  West recommends soliciting proposals from 
other golf pros and have them propose their level of compensation.  Putnam said the 
expectation is to receive contract proposals that are close (in dollars) to the current City out of 
pocket expense for the golf professional services.  It is the desire to require the golf professional 
to provide services in accordance with the City rules, as well as the Pro Golf Association (PGA) 
rules and ethics.  The City will work with the new golf pro to promote youth lessons, and to keep 
the driving range open for longer lengths of time, both of which are addressed in the revised 
contract.  West said he, the Mayor and the City Attorney reviewed the contract, and desire 
authorization to solicit golf pro proposals and approval of the revised contract language.  
Compensation increases and contract terms were discussed.  West said time is of the essence.  
Councilman Billingsley moved to direct staff to proceed with drafting a final golf professional 
contract and golf pro replacement solicitations.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 2:45 p.m. and reconvened at 2:50 p.m. to give time to 
set up for the next agenda item. 
 
COLLECTOR STREET STANDARDS WAIVER REQUEST / KLS PLANNING-KRMPOTIC 
 
John Krmpotic ACP, President of KLS Planning & Design (KLS), gave a short presentation 
highlighting various aspects of the proposed Sonoma Ridge development to be located east of 
the Offenhauser subdivision.  Krmpotic presented his request to narrow the extension of 
Offenhauser Drive from the City standard of 50 feet wide down to 42 feet wide.  The project is 
driven by creating character to the subdivision with the narrowing of Offenhauser Drive by 
including trees, shrubbery and sidewalks.  Councilman Cain said he understood what Krmpotic 
was trying to accomplish by creating character on the extension of Offenhauser Drive, but 
believes 50 feet is warranted for the width of the street to accommodate fire and safety vehicle 
access, which is problematic with narrower streets.  City Manager West stressed the importance 
of looking toward the future when it comes to developments.  The traffic may be light today, but 
it will certainly increase as residential construction continues eastward in that area.  Krmpotic 
responded by stating he believes studies from all over the country have proven that street width 
equates to comfort which equates to higher speeds.  Councilman Stone said that when the new 
portion of Great Basin Drive was opened to traffic, the traffic substantially increased on 
Offenhauser Drive.  The traffic will continue to increase as the area develops and the City 
should follow the street standards.  The City allowed KLS to develop smaller lots and did not 
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require completion of the south half of Whitaker Drive, which provides an opportunity to recoup 
more dollars by constructing more homes.  Mayor Putnam said she drove in the Offenhauser 
area to get a feel for street congestion, and noted the traffic and parking varied depending on 
the time of day.  Councilman Brooks asked if Offenhauser Drive seemed congested.  Putnam 
said her feeling was that Snowy Mountain Drive was more congested and seemed narrower 
than Offenhauser Drive, but she understands why the City planned wider collector streets to 
accommodate future development.  Patrick Gray, Century 21-Sonoma Realty, added that 
neighborhood ambiance and safety were two separate issues.  The Assessment District #17 
development was created with really wide streets, therefore not creating a quaint feeling to the 
neighborhood, and the wider streets encourage more speed.  Krmpotic said a neighborhood 
should be designed for character and ambiance.  Don Stoker, former City Councilman, noted 
that if the City allowed a waiver to the development standards in this situation, waivers should 
be granted to other developers if requested.  West said that the City thoroughly researched the 
typical street widths of other entities before it adopted its current standards.  Councilman Stone 
moved to decline the request to waive the collector street standards for the Offenhauser Drive 
extension made by KLS Planning & Design.  Motion carried with Councilmen Stone, Cain, 
Sheen and Billingsley voting aye and Councilman Brooks voting nay. 
 
TRANSITIONAL HOUSING PROJECT / LOST AND FOUND IN AMERICA / KLIEWER-NYE 
 
Alaine Kliewer-Nye, Humboldt Program Coordinator with Frontier Community Action Agency, 
introduced Normand Cartier of Lost and Found in America, a transitional housing group that 
assists clients who have been substance abusers with personal goals to reclaim a clean and 
sober lifestyle and become productive members of society.  Cartier gave a presentation on the 
policies, benefits and rules and regulations for the program.  Cartier expressed his desire to see 
a transitional home established in Winnemucca, and said several properties are under review.  
Kliewer-Nye said the main issue she deals with in Winnemucca is the shortage of housing for 
those with an immediate need for housing.  The homeless and disadvantaged in Winnemucca 
find it difficult to find housing that's affordable, much less available.  Transitional housing will 
ease the burden for such people until they can get back on their feet.  Cartier added that the 
local drug courts are a resource that identifies individuals in need.  Kliewer-Nye also noted that 
people are relocating to this area with the hope of finding employment, but they often are not 
qualified for the mining jobs, and are left destitute without shelter or income.  Councilman Sheen 
said transitional housing seems to be mainly for those who are seeking sober living. Both 
Kliewer-Nye and Cartier responded that transitional housing isn't just for those in drug and 
alcohol recovery. It will meet needs for those who are experiencing other life difficulties.  Various 
agencies in the community will work directly with this program, such as JOIN, Better Life 
Coaching (Forrest Newton), the FCAA and the Domestic Violence Shelter.  Mayor Putnam said 
the City is supportive of the effort to move the project forward. 
 
TELEVISING CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS / CAL-NEVA BROADBAND 
 
City Manager West reviewed the proposal made at a previous meeting by Cal-Neva Broadband 
to televise the City Council meetings.  West said Cal-Neva advised approximately 20% of their 
customers are City residents utilizing the cable television services.  Staff feels the small 
percentage of exposure does not justify the estimated $100 per meeting cost (to the City).  
Mayor Putnam suggested this subject be reviewed during next budget cycle.  Councilman 
Billingsley disclosed that Cal-Neva had approached him to do filming for the televised meetings, 
and he believes Cal-Neva anticipates televising meetings at no cost to the City.  Councilman 
Cain said the City could televise the meetings by utilizing a webcam on the City website, and 
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suggested review during the budget process.  Mayor Putnam postponed any decision on this 
matter until there is further research and discussion during the 2013 budget process. 
 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT (BLM) AIRPORT HANGAR SUPPLEMENTAL LEASE 
AGREEMENT 
 
City Attorney Maher said the McCoy hangar property, which was purchased by the City, is 
leased to the government, and the City must be substituted as the lessor of the property.  Randy 
McCoy has signed the substitution documents and authorization for the Mayor to sign for the 
City is requested.  Councilman Cain moved to authorize the Mayor to sign the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) airport hangar Supplemental Lease Agreement #4 and the Novation 
Agreement for Lease Tract 2A.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICTS 16 AND 17 DELINQUENCY REPORT 
 
City Clerk Davis reported on the delinquent accounts for Assessment Districts 16 and 17 as of 
December 13, 2011, and advised that Francey Ochoa remains delinquent on the balance due 
on her property located within Assessment District 16 and the Istrice Family Trust currently is 
delinquent on payments due April 1, 2011 for three parcels.  Penalty interest is accruing on 
each delinquency and it is billed to the property owners on a quarterly basis.  Mayor Putnam 
asked if it is possible to lien the delinquent properties.  Councilman Sheen believes the City 
almost has to lien the properties to be compliant with the terms of the assessments.  Mayor 
Putnam directed staff to send notices to the delinquent property owners and inform them that 
the City may place liens on the properties if past due amounts are not paid.   
 
CORRECTIVE PLAN OF ACTION / FISCAL YEAR 2011 BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS 
 
City Manager West referenced Note 2 of the audited financial statement for fiscal year 2011 
which states that the Public Safety function in the Capital Improvement fund and the Judicial 
function of the General fund reflect expenditures exceeding budgeted appropriations ($240,677 
and $727 respectively) which is an apparent violation of Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 
354.626.  The State of Nevada Department of Taxation requires a corrective plan of action 
approved by the governmental body outlining how the violations will be avoided in the future.  
Staff recommends that management continue to monitor actual costs against budget 
appropriations in order to avoid non-compliant budgetary issues.  Councilman Sheen moved to 
authorize the City Clerk to submit the City corrective plan of action for exceeding budgeted 
appropriations per Note 2 of the fiscal year 2011 audit report.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West reported that the sewer treatment plant pump bracket repair project went 
well; all three pumps are running, and the new flow meter is tied to the new SCADA system.  
The Public Works staff, assisted by the Hunewill Construction crew, worked long hours on the 
project.  The street lights on Fairgrounds Road are being retrofitted and should be re-installed 
by the end of this week.  Staff is pleased with the results.  The new patrol cars (2) arrived this 
week, and are currently out for radio and light installation.  The Airport board will be proposing a 
new airport overlay zoning ordinance to the County Commission, since the existing ordinance 
was recently declared void (due to improper property owner notification when it was passed).  
Councilman Stone said the HDA will meet tomorrow. 
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Councilman Cain said a LEPC meeting was held at the ambulance facility, and LEPC 
participation is growing.  The committee intends to straighten out communications issues 
between all departments (fire, police, ambulance, and hospital) within the next two months to 
allow all departments to receive the same information.  The LEPC trailer is being refurbished 
with new equipment by the hospital.  Councilman Sheen said she heard that a proposal for a 
mutual aid agreement between the BLM and the County that will require the County to pay the 
BLM when they (BLM) assist with firefighting on County lands. 
 
Councilman Billingsley attended a broadband meeting where issues were prioritized. The BLM 
is drafting resource planning documents for the Winnemucca District. 
 
Councilman Brooks toured the City police station and reviewed the building and operations. 
 
Mayor Putnam said the City should consider updating the meeting room equipment as part of 
the budget discussions for next year.  Councilman Sheen suggested upgrading the phone 
system and a ceiling mounted power point projector be considered.  Councilman Brooks said 
that the County Assessor may have grant funding available to facilitate electronic connectivity 
between the City and County. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 4:23 p.m. until the next meeting on January 10, 2012. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  January 10, 2012 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Cain, Sheen, Billingsley, Brooks                  
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                       
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                 
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  
 


