
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

October 18, 2011 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, October 18, 2011 at 2:00 
p.m. in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, 
Doug Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve 
West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The October 4, 2011 regular City Council meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Sheen moved for approval as 
submitted.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
There were no proclamations or employee awards. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REQUEST FOR STREET SIGNAGE / FRANSWAY 
 
Tom Fransway, a Garrison Street property owner, said he was asking for "No Truck Parking 
This Bock" signage on Garrison Street between West Winnemucca Blvd. and West Second 
Street.  Fransway said he had no problem with offloading of freight to businesses in the area, 
but RVs and 18-wheelers park along Garrison across the diagonal parking stripes, with one 
truck occupying eleven parking spaces.  City Manager West said other blocks in the area have 
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similar signage.  Often the problem is not solved, it just moves elsewhere.  Mayor Putnam 
suggested the placement of "Diagonal Parking Only" signs.  West and Fransway agreed.  
Fransway said that diagonal parking in the area has worked.  Councilman Brooks moved to 
approve "Diagonal Parking Only" signs on Garrison Street between West Winnemucca Blvd. 
and West Second Street.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2011-26. 
 
ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION / REZONE APPLICATION RW-11-03 / SNOW 
 
Councilman Stone moved to set for public hearing on November 8, 2011 the rezone application 
RW-11-03 requesting to change R-1-12 (Single Family Residential-12,000 sf minimum lot size) 
zoning district to R-1-9 (Single Family Residential-9,000 sf minimum lot size) zoning district on 
property located southerly of Whitaker Drive and easterly of the Offenhauser Drive and Great 
Basin Avenue intersection, APN 016-591-01, requested by KLS Planning & Design on behalf of 
Michael Snow, the property owner.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
BOARD APPOINTMENT / HUMBOLDT DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY / ROSE 
 
Mayor Putnam said the addition of Andree Rose on the Humboldt Development Authority (HDA) 
board is beneficial to area economic development efforts because of Rose’s financial 
background and knowledge.  Councilman Stone added Rose will take on the financial/banking 
representation vacated by Cindy Neeley-Sigurdson.  The County Commission appointed Rose 
to the HDA board at their last meeting.  The requested action today is to confirm that 
appointment.  Rose told the Council she is excited to get involved and give back to the 
community through serving on the board.  Councilman Stone moved to confirm the appointment 
of Andree Rose to the Humboldt Development Authority board.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REQUEST FOR PARTIAL STREET ABANDONMENT / MILLER FAMILY TRUST-WARN 
 
Councilman Sheen moved to set for public hearing on November 8, 2011 the request for partial 
street abandonment of a portion of Pershing Street lying between Blocks 12, 13, 14 and 15 of 
the Boca Mill Addition No. 2 subdivision, also described as all of Pershing Street from East 
Fourth Street to the Union Pacific Railroad right-of-way, APNs 015-222-02, -04, -05, -06, -07 
and 015-223-06 requested by Desert Mountain Surveying on behalf of the Miller Family Trust 
and Todd Warn.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
SEWER MAIN REHABILITATION PROJECT 
 
City Manager West presented a map depicting the sewer mains in the Highland Drive-Parkview 
Subdivision area.  West pointed out the locations of the three sewer main diversions 
constructed by the City over the years in an effort to reduce the flow through the problematic 
Parkview Subdivision mains.  West said City crews recently discovered (using the new high 
definition small main camera) that the existing six (6) inch sewer lines in the Parkview 
Subdivision were actually constructed of asbestos-cement (AC) pipe and were in generally good 
condition.  The original sewer main master maps inaccurately indicated the mains were 
constructed with Orangeburg sewer pipe.  The past problems can be attributed primarily to 
being constructed using extremely flat slopes, in order to serve home basements.  The mains 
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are difficult to access due to the congested utility lines in the narrow easements and the 
unusually deep pipe depths.  Hunewill Construction has been hired to install a new manhole on 
the sewer main angle point on Minor Street (at the Backus property easement) which is needed 
in order to rehabilitate the cracked clay sewer main that was discovered between Parkview and 
Minor Street.  Staff will continue to flush the Parkview Subdivision mains on a regular basis in 
an attempt to prevent the build-up of solids in the pipes.  Clean-outs are also being installed on 
the Highland Drive pipe ends to assist in maintenance efforts.  In the easements between Minor 
Street and Highland (between Mizpah Street and Melarkey Street) staff verified that the sewer 
mains were constructed with Orangeburg pipe, some of which is in extremely poor condition.  
Staff recommends hiring a sewer main rehabilitation company to inspect the lines and make 
recommendations as to the best method of rehabilitation for each line.  Once the information is 
received, the bid process can commence to hire a contractor to perform the slip-lining work.  All 
of the existing sewer lateral connections to the mains will need to be opened from inside the 
sewer pipes using specialized equipment.  Councilman Billingsley asked why this particular area 
of town was more of a problem than the older areas.  West said the older parts of town are 
constructed with AC sewer pipe, which is a superior type of pipe.  The City used the 
Orangeburg pipe for a short period of time as a cost-saving measure.  City Attorney Maher 
inquired about the cost of the inspection to determine if the bid law requirements apply.  West 
estimated that it would be approximately $10,000.  Councilman Cain moved to direct staff to 
proceed with the inspection work for the easements with the Orangeburg pipe.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
STREET LIGHT RETROFIT PROJECT / COLOR AND DESIGN 
 
City Manager West said the original contract for the carriage street light retrofit project included 
square braces for 165, 6-foot arm poles at $156 each, totaling $25,740.  The proposed 2x2 logo 
braces would cost an additional $5,307 but appear to be too small on the long-armed poles.  
Staff recommends using 4x4 logo braces on the long-armed poles (at $31 each) and using the 
2x2 logo braces on the remaining 27 short-armed poles (at $160.50 each).  With the square 
brace credit, this option would result in a contract change order in the amount of $27,658.50 for 
the braces and logos.  The proposed change will increase the City match on the project from 
about $108,000 to $136,000.  Councilman Cain added the City will get its money's worth out of 
this change order and the pole and fixtures will look great.  West said a decision needed to be 
made concerning the color configurations.  Staff suggests that the darker, royal blue color is 
best for the City logo braces, and that the bottom anchor bolt covers be painted white.  Cain 
agreed that if the anchors were painted blue they will detract from the logo and the brace at the 
top.  Former City Councilman Don Stoker, WCVA board chairman and business owner, said he 
feels the larger braces are a good idea.  Mayor Putnam said the public will notice the addition of 
the braces if the logo is highlighted in blue, giving them a visual on the improvements to the 
carriage street lights.  West also recommended the purchase of five extra poles for inventory 
stock (at a total cost of $5,307.50).  Councilman Sheen moved to approve the change order to 
the carriage street light retrofit project as recommended by staff, which includes the logo brace 
brackets, dark blue color and five extra poles for inventory stock with a total increased cost of 
$32,966.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
////////// 
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STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West reported there was a lot happening at the Museum.  Staff is assisting with 
general clean-up and relocation of various items.  An open house will be held Saturday night 
and everyone is invited to attend. 
 
Councilman Stone noted minimal activity at last week's HDA meeting.  The Future's project has 
stalled a bit, but suggestions were made about how to revive it.  Yesterday, the Mayor and City 
Manager met with Steve Hill, State Interim Director of Economic Development.  Hill also visited 
with area businessmen and a good meeting was held.  Sam Routson was appointed by the 
Governor to the State economic development agency.  The State is not sure where they are 
going with this agency.  The cabinet position is now under the Governor's directorship.  Mayor 
Putnam noted this position was previously under the Lt. Governor.  Stone said the Landfill 
Committee met yesterday with little to report.  Routine procedures were addressed such as 
recycling and delinquent billings. 
 
Councilman Cain attended the LEPC and RTC meetings but had nothing to report.  A meeting 
was held regarding the proposed fishing pond project on Reinhart Street.  A preliminary drawing 
was reviewed and additional changes are underway.  Cain noted that everything is looking 
positive for the project to proceed.  Jim Kinney (property owner where the proposed project will 
be constructed) talked about possible leasing options.  The idea was brought up concerning the 
use of the pond for ice fishing in the winter.  Councilman Billingsley said that NDOW was asked 
to create the concept for this project.  The NDOW water well in the area will re-charge the pond.  
Cain added there is the potential to tap into 228 acre feet of water.  Billingsley also said he has 
a connection with a foundation in Reno that will seriously consider funding for this project.  Don 
Stoker suggested seeking participation on the project from the WCVA and County Commission.  
Cain also reported he attended the Humboldt General Hospital Medical Office expansion ribbon 
cutting ceremony and open house, and was very impressed with the results. 
 
Councilman Brooks said the recent event held at the golf course went very well.  The NNRC is 
finishing up on a couple of projects with the BLM Water Canyon-Sonoma Connector trails, and 
the brochure with the WCVA.  Brooks also attended the Hospital ribbon cutting, the Chamber 
luncheon and the Bloody Shins Trail clean-up day.  The Domestic Violence Shelter received a 
large donation from a local business.    
 
Mayor Putnam reported she also attended the Bloody Shins Trail clean-up day.  Jim Kinney 
(property owner of the proposed location of the fishing pond on Reinhart Street) shared his idea 
of utilizing the Dubble Duty Duds building (currently vacant) for a Performing Arts Center.  
Councilman Sheen said the County owns the building and has plans for it.  The Mayor 
administered the oath of office to Police Sergeant Jeff Nye yesterday.  The Police Department is 
functioning well.  The Mayor, Councilman Cain and City Manager are planning a trip on 
Thursday to view the Recology landfill located near Wheatland, CA with hopes of getting better 
educated about landfills.  Don Stoker commented that the Museum needed a lot of help in 
improving the aesthetics around the building.  The Museum receives a portion of Ad Valorem 
taxes.  The Mayor agreed the Museum was an important part of the community. 
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PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Jennifer Anderson, Humboldt Sun reporter, advised that the Mitch Hinton (a City police officer) 
family will be arriving back home in Winnemucca today (after an extended absence due to the 
birth of a child requiring specialized medical care in an out-of-state facility). 
 
Don Stoker said he believes the golf course is in the best shape that it has ever been in. 
 
Mayor Putnam rode a hot air balloon on Sunday and was able to view the City from the air.  The 
Mayor noted how nice the parks, cemetery and golf course looked, extending her compliments 
to staff for doing an excellent job in keeping the City in shape. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m. until the next meeting on November 8, 2011. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  November 8, 2011 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Cain, Sheen, Billingsley, Brooks                             
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                                        
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                                            
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  
 


