
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 
September 6, 2011 

 
The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, September 6, 2011 at 2:00 
p.m. in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, 
Doug Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve 
West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
  
The August 9, 2011 regular City Council meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Sheen moved for approval as submitted.  Councilman Billingsley abstained as he 
was not present at the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The August 23, 2011 regular City Council meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Sheen moved for approval as 
submitted.  Motion carried unanimously with Councilman Billingsley abstaining from voting on 
the warrants for Jim Dandy Productions, which is owned by him.   
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
There were no proclamations or employee awards. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public, personal communications or correspondence. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
NOISE CURFEW EXTENSION / LOWRY HIGH SCHOOL DANCE / DAWSON 
 
City Manager West noted that the past practice of the City is to impose a noise curfew in 
residential areas at 10:00 p.m., but there is no formally adopted rule or policy.  The City usually 
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requires the sponsors of special events which could generate significant noise beyond 10:00 
p.m. to ask for City approval.  Marie-Jean Dawson, Lowry High School Leadership Advisor, said 
the school plans to hold a dance under the new solar panels at the High School parking lot on 
September 10 until 11:00 p.m. and is requesting City approval.  Dawson said the sound system 
will be directed away from the street and the residences across the street.  Councilman Brooks 
moved to approve the proposed Lowry High School dance to be held on September 10, 2011 
between 8:30 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ENCROACHMENT PERMIT REQUEST / JUST P'NK-MUETHING 
 
City Manager West reported that the awning encroachment is already in place, but action is 
needed for formal approval.  Mayor Putnam noted that awnings are typical of the businesses in 
the downtown area.  Councilman Cain moved to approve the request made by Just P'nk 
(Rosario Muething) for an encroachment permit to extend an awning on the business structure 
located at 15 East Fourth Street.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CONNECTION FEE WAIVER REQUEST / GARCIA 
 
Mayor Putnam referred to the letter received from Jesus Fernandez (on behalf of his mother 
Eva Garcia) requesting a waiver of the water and sewer connection fees for three properties 
located on Elm Street in the Warmouth subdivision.  City Manager West said City records 
indicate all three of the Garcia owned vacant lots were once occupied and the water/sewer 
system connection fees were paid as follows:  water and sewer system connection fees were 
paid in 1990 on 4435 Elm Street, and the sewer connection fees were paid in 1984 on 4455 and 
4457 Elm Street.  The sewer ordinance requires payment of the current sewer connection fees 
(for sewer service) on properties unoccupied for five years or more, unless waived by the 
Council for good cause.  The parcels have been unoccupied since 2003/2004.  Staff 
recommends that the Council waive the sewer connection fees for all three parcels, since such 
fees were paid in the past.  Staff recommends that the applicable water connection fees for 
4455 and 4457 Elm Street be collected when a building permit is taken out for either of the 
properties in the future since the water connection fee was not paid previously on the properties.  
Councilman Sheen moved to acknowledge that the sewer connection fees have already been 
paid on each of the three Garcia lots, and the water connection fee was paid for 4435 Elm 
Street, but not paid for 4455 or 4457 Elm Street, thereby requiring the water connection fees be 
paid on each lot at the time a building permit is taken out.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
STREET SWEEPER PURCHASE 
 
Mayor Putnam referred to the one bid received from MetroQuip, Inc. to provide an Elgin 
Crosswind six-wheel cab-over design regenerated air street sweeper for the sum of $213,885.  
City Manager West said staff recommends acceptance of the bid from MetroQuip, Inc. and 
reminded the Council that the fiscal year 2012 budget included $275,000 for the purchase of the 
sweeper.  Councilman Cain moved to accept, based upon staff recommendation, the bid from 
MetroQuip, Inc. in the amount of $209,515 plus the addition of a rear mounted hydraulic 
cleaning station option at $4,370 for a total price of $213,885 to purchase one (1) regenerative 
air street sweeper.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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DRAINAGE SYSTEM EASEMENT ACCEPTANCE / WESTERN SHOSHONE TRIBE 
 
City Attorney Maher said the City is seeking an easement across land held by the United States 
for the Western Band of the Western Shoshone Indian Tribe to allow the City to complete the 
drainage system at the bottom of Highland Park to connect to the Water Canyon system 
drainage.  Councilman Sheen inquired about the construction timeframe on the project if the 
easement is granted by the Tribe.  City Manager West said construction could begin almost 
immediately.  Staff recommends acceptance of the easement.  Councilman Cain moved to 
authorize the Mayor to accept the drainage system easement from the Western Band of the 
Western Shoshone Indian Tribe if it is granted and to authorize the Mayor to sign the 
acceptance certificate on the grant of easement document.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
SUBMISSION OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 
Mayor Putnam said the timeliness of submitting the proposed meeting minutes to the Council for 
review was brought up at the last meeting.  Putnam added she wasn't sure if any official action 
needed to be taken concerning the minutes, but it is important to review the packets in a timely 
manner.  The minutes are normally emailed for review between Friday and Monday before each 
meeting, and a hard copy is placed in the Mayor-Council boxes at City Hall.  Councilman Sheen 
asked how the minutes were compiled and reviewed.  City Clerk Davis said he compiles the first 
draft usually within a day or two after the meeting.  The City Manager then makes suggested 
changes/corrections within a day or so, followed by the City Clerk submitting the revised 
minutes to the City Attorney for final review before they are distributed to the Mayor and 
Council.  Staff indicated it is feasible to have the minutes 72 hours prior to the meeting when the 
minutes will be considered.  Councilman Brooks said she would like to see the minutes included 
in the packet.  Putnam reiterated that the consensus is that staff will attempt to include the 
minutes in the packet.  If this is not possible, emails will continue to be sent out.  Sheen 
suggested that if the minutes are not included in the packet, a note should be provided stating 
when and how they will be distributed. 
 
MEDIA INFORMATION RELEASE POLICY 
 
Mayor Putnam referred to a letter to the editor submitted by the City Manager, which was 
discussed at the August 23, 2011 City Council meeting.  The letter explained the need for a 
media information release policy.  Putnam said she believes email is an accepted means of 
communication in today's environment and should not be omitted as a form of communication 
with the media.  City Manager West said he met with the Mayor and representatives of the 
Humboldt Sun, and had revised the proposal to allow for communicating with the media via 
email.  West said his intent was not to squelch the release of information, only to better define a 
consistent means of communicating.  Press releases from the Winnemucca Police Department 
(WPD) need to continue, and the intent was never to restrict elected officials from speaking to 
the media.  West suggested the draft policy needs to be revised to better address certain 
issues.  Councilman Sheen suggested that the media sometimes needs immediate access to 
the public works department in case of water emergencies (boil water issues, etc.).  West 
referred the Council to the draft policy which specifically mentioned exceptions during 
emergencies or other significant events.  West suggested adding wording that in the absence of 
the City Manager, the Department Heads will be the media contact.  Councilman Brooks said 
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delayed response only contributes to rumors getting started.  West said he has been open and 
responsive to the media for his 29 years of public service, but things have changed.  Sheen 
reiterated the importance of information getting out quickly by the WPD because of the possible 
public need to be notified of certain matters as soon as possible.  West agreed that based on 
the discussion today, the policy needs to be modified to better incorporate the suggestions and 
address the issues raised.  David Gouger, Humboldt Sun Editor, said most of his concerns with 
the City Manager regarding the release of information were addressed, but he is still concerned 
about waiting on information from the WPD.  Councilmen Sheen and Stone agreed the 
procedures in place and used by the WPD do not need change.  West noted that most of the 
substantial issues that brought this matter up had to do with law enforcement.  Pam Victory, 
reporter with the Humboldt Sun, added she has always had a good rapport with both the WPD 
and the Humboldt County Sheriff's Department, and information is exchanged in a timely and 
professional manner.  West added his relationship through the years with the Humboldt Sun’s 
many different reporters has been enjoyable and professional.  Brooks suggested City staff is 
capable of providing information to the media.  West replied he has met with staff to discuss 
their frustrations, and he believes it necessary to protect them because of what has happened 
as referred to in the letter to the editor.  In answer to Councilman Billingsley's question, City 
Attorney Maher said "media" is defined as any element that delivers news to the public.  Sheen 
said as media consumers, the public must use their judgment on the content of information 
presented to them.  Gouger stated that the policy should not be too restrictive.  Mayor Putnam 
directed staff to revise the policy and resubmit it to the Council for consideration. 
 
CITY OFFICERS-BOARD MEMBERS APPOINTMENT LAWS-RULES  
 
Mayor Putnam referred to a summary sheet which identified the various appointed positions and 
the responsibilities for making the appointments.  Most appointments are made by the Mayor 
with the consent of the Council, and a good portion of the process is established by state law.  
City Attorney Maher reviewed each position and the protocol for each appointment.  Councilman 
Billingsley said he would like to see the Council become more involved with the appointments 
so that they are not just rubber stamped.  Billingsley suggested Councilmen need the 
opportunity to address the appointees that the Mayor recommends to create an open process 
for the public to see.  Putnam explained that with the appointments she has made, she gathers 
details on their backgrounds before talking with them.  Putnam noted the Chief of Police 
appointment was handled through a selection committee and, if more Councilmen were involved 
in the process, it would have constituted a quorum and required a public meeting.  Lewis Trout, 
Airport board member and Planning Commission member, said the Council consent process for 
his appointment worked properly.  Councilman Sheen questioned if perhaps the announcement 
of the Chief of Police selection would have been better made in another place rather than at a 
public meeting.  Councilman Brooks said she found the Chief of Police selection announcement 
both uncomfortable and unprofessional because the other candidates were in the audience.  
Putnam replied she didn't want the public knowing the choice she had made until it was 
presented to the Council, and there is no legal way to exclude candidates from the audience.  
Billingsley added he believes it's important to allow the Council the time to address whomever 
the Mayor appoints.  Putnam reminded the Council that the homework and research needs to 
be done ahead of time to gather all the information needed in order to come to a consensus with 
the appointments.  Putnam said the Mayor and Council work well as a team, but it must be 
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remembered that public officials are subject to the law concerning what can or cannot be done 
(in regard to appointments) and there must be an understanding of those laws. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Clerk Davis reported that the in-house financial audit is complete.  The auditors are 
expected to present the audit results in October or November. 
 
City Manager West said the sewer main inspection work has been completed in the identified 
easements and he hoped to present the findings at the next meeting. The energy retrofit project 
contract with CR Drake is signed and the notice to proceed has been issued.  The County 
Commission has agreed to participate in additional costs with the airport maintenance project.  
Work at the airport will hopefully begin later this month. 
 
Councilman Sheen reported the landfill committee recommended to the City Council and 
County Commission a contract renewal with the landfill operator for another seven years.  The 
committee is pleased with the current contractor’s performance.  The concept of holding City 
Council meetings in the evening was brought up.  Mayor Putnam suggested the media present 
ask the public about their preference for meeting times and to contact her with any opinions.   
 
Councilman Billingsley said he enjoyed the change of guard ceremony held at the Winnemucca 
Police Department last Friday.   
 
Councilman Brooks said the NNRC met last week.  A rough draft proposal for the yurt structure 
was sent to the BLM.  The school health board will meet next month.  Some calls were received 
concerning the increase of litter on the streets around town, especially on Potato and Railroad 
Streets in the area of Walmart.  West said the public works crews are instructed to pick up trash 
when they see it.  West said it is a legitimate problem, but City staff is not sure how to address it 
as a whole.  A community clean-up day or help from the Honor Camp were some suggestions.   
 
Mayor Putnam reminded everyone that the Real Heroes banquet will be held this Saturday 
evening.  Next Sunday is the tenth anniversary of 9/11 and a ceremony is planned for Vesco 
Park on that day.  The NLC conference will be held in Mesquite, Nevada in November.  NACO 
extended an invitation to her and County Administrator Deist to participate as guest speakers on 
a panel in Fallon, Nevada on September 21.  The topic of discussion will concern 
cooperation/consolidation between Cities and Counties.  Police Officer Mike Rangel was sworn 
in this morning.  Information was received showing that Humboldt County is expected to 
increase in population over the next 20 years faster than any other county in Nevada.  Newmont 
is sponsoring a breakfast next week and will review their projects and future in the area. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Lewis Trout expressed concern about vehicles driving over the designated 25 mph speed limit 
on Winnemucca Blvd. and asked if the City could ask NDOT to place additional 25 mph speed 
limit signs on the street.  The speed limit signs are currently erected on both ends of town, but 
Trout believes additional signage should be placed between those points.  Trout also expressed 
thanks to Mayor Putnam for her part in getting unclaimed monies back to Humboldt County. 
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Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 3:50 p.m. until the next meeting on September 20, 
2011. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  September 20, 2011 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Cain, Sheen, Billingsley, Brooks                             
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                                        
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                                            
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  
 


