
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 
  May 17, 2011 

 
The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, May 17, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. in 
the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, Doug 
Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve West, 
City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The May 3, 2011 regular City Council meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Sheen moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
There were no proclamations or employee awards. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There were no public, personal communications, or correspondence. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
VARIANCE VW-11-07 / REDUCE FRONT YARD SETBACK / ORTEGA 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, reported the property owners are 
requesting a variance because they want to expand their existing garage.  The residential 
structure is located on an odd shaped lot.  The front of the property is the most logical place to 
construct the garage addition.  The site views at the adjacent intersection will not be negatively 
impacted.  Staff recommends approval of the variance.  Councilman Cain moved to approve, 
based upon staff recommendation, variance VW-11-07 on behalf of Allen Ortega to reduce the 
front yard setback from 20 feet to 8 feet in an R-1-6 (Single Family Residential-6,000 sf 
minimum lot size) zoning district on property located at 393 MacGregor Street, APN 016-158-
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11, in order to expand an existing attached garage.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution 
Number 2011-12.   
 
ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION / REZONE APPLICATION 
 
Mayor Putnam referred to the Desert Mountain Surveying rezone application for property 
located on Great Basin Drive.  Councilman Stone moved to set to public hearing rezone 
application RW-11-01 submitted by Desert Mountain Surveying to change RR-2.5 (Rural 
Ranchette 2.5 acre minimum lot size) to R-1-12 (Single Family Residential-12,000 sf minimum 
lot size) zoning district on property located on Great Basin Drive between Water Canyon Road 
and Whitaker Drive, APN 16-591-04.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REQUEST TO RESERVE CITY PARK / FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION 
 
Councilman Stone inquired about the insurance coverage for the event.  City Manager West 
said the City will continue to provide the insurance for this community event under its umbrella 
coverage.  Staff recommends approval of this request.  Councilman Stone moved to approve 
the request made by the Winnemucca Host Lions Club to reserve Vesco City Park for the 2011 
Fourth of July celebration.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REQUEST TO USE SOFTBALL COMPLEX AND SOFTBALL PARK FEE WAIVER / CODY 
LOUK SOFTBALL BENEFIT TOURNAMENT 
 
Mayor Putnam noted this is an annual request to use the softball complex for the Cody Louk 
Softball Benefit Tournament.  David Louk, Cody’s father, added the tournament format is the 
same as last year and proceeds are designated for the wrestling scholarship program at Lowry 
High School.  Councilman Sheen asked if the tournament sponsors will need any special event 
insurance coverage.  City Manager West said this community event is covered under the City 
insurance umbrella.  Staff recommends approval of this request.  Councilman Sheen moved to 
waive the sports complex use fees and grant usage of the softball complex for the Cody T. Louk 
Softball Classic Benefit Tournament to be held on June 18-19, 2011.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING / FISCAL YEAR 2011-2012 TENTATIVE BUDGET / FINAL BUDGET 
APPROVAL 
 
City Manager West reminded the Council that the proposed budget is a "best guess" at this time 
due to the Legislature being in session and many pending bills that could have a substantial 
impact on the budget.  Councilman Brooks pointed out that an additional position for a police 
officer was included in the budget, but authorization to fill the position will require future Council 
approval.  Councilman Sheen expressed her concern with leaving the general fund ending 
balance at 111% of projected expenses for the new fiscal year.  The City target has been to 
keep the general fund ending balance at 60-80% of projected expenses.  Sheen wants to see 
the funds used for unfunded priority projects like the Water Canyon Road reconstruction project 
and doesn’t want the funds sitting in the general fund where the State may attempt to obtain 
them.  Sheen believes there is need to reallocate some of the money to worthwhile projects that 
have been discussed for some time.  West said the Council has the option to transfer funds out 
of the general fund to the capital improvement fund.  West recommended that the equivalent of 
about 80% of expenses remain in the general fund balance due to uncertain sales tax revenues 
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in the future.  Councilman Cain added he would like to see more funding set aside for a new fire 
house.  Mayor Putnam said she is hopeful that grant funding will pay for most of the cost to build 
a new firehouse.  West indicated that if the Council decided to maintain an 80% ending fund 
balance in the general fund, it will allow a transfer of an additional $1,400,000 to the capital 
improvement fund to be allocated to the reserve accounts for pending priority projects.  The 
Council could decide the actual reserve account allocation at a future meeting.  Mayor Putnam 
asked for public comment.  None was given.  Councilman Sheen moved to approve the transfer 
of $1,400,000 from the general fund to the capital improvement fund (which will lower the 
general fund balance to 80% of projected expenditures) and adopt the final Fiscal Year 2011-
2012 budget for the period ending June 30, 2012 as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
SENIOR HOUSING UPDATE / NEVADA RURAL HOUSING AUTHORITY 
 
Dave Craig, Nevada Rural Housing Authority (NRHA), gave a brief update on the Minor Street 
senior housing project.  Craig said the NRHA will pay for the Minor Street water main project 
that will service the apartment complex.  Finance closing has been set for Monday May 23 
because Wednesday May 25 is the last day to be eligible for the tax credits.  Extensions for the 
credits have been allowed in the past, but NRHA prefers to not ask for an extension.  The 
deadline to start the project is May 24.  NRHA is in the process of completing the underwriting 
for three loans totaling $1,850,000 and an equity investment of $4,279,100.  NRHA has been 
diligently working with the City Building Inspector to obtain the building permits.  City Manager 
West said the building permit process has been a frustrating one because the Building Inspector 
had to perform three separate plan reviews and the plans are still unacceptable.  The biggest 
problems with the plans have to do with fire code issues.  The Building Inspector worked 
overtime to complete the plan reviews for this project in an attempt to meet the financing 
deadline.  Craig said he appreciated the work that the Building Inspector has done.  Craig said 
that there will be 30 apartments built in the first phase and 14 persons have already shown 
interest as renters.  Everything possible is being done to minimize any disruption for the Senior 
Citizen Center.  Mayor Putnam thanked Craig for the update. 
 
SENIOR HOUSING LOAN CLOSING / NEVADA RURAL HOUSING AUTHORITY 
 
City Attorney Maher explained there are two issues concerning the attorneys working on the 
Nevada Rural Housing Authority (NRHA) loan closing.  There was concern with a deed 
reservation which was listed as an exception to coverage in the preliminary title report, and 
NRHA requested removal of the exception.  The reservation was included in a deed from the 
City to NRHA to allow the City to reacquire title to the property if NRHA did not use the property 
for the intended purpose.  The reservation will not be removed.  The title company requested an 
exchange of deeds between property owners because of a prior boundary line adjustment map, 
but the request was made on an erroneous interpretation of the law.  The technical matters 
should now be resolved.  Maher said the Council should authorize the Mayor to sign documents 
which may be necessary to resolve any title concerns.  Councilman Sheen moved to approve 
the execution by the Mayor on behalf of the City, if required, of documents to perfect or correct 
property descriptions or title status and to facilitate the loan closing for the Nevada Rural 
Housing Authority Minor Street senior housing apartment complex project.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
////////// 
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MINOR STREET WATER MAIN PROJECT CONTRACT 
 
Mayor Putnam referred to the two bids in the meeting packet that were submitted for the Minor 
Street senior housing apartment complex water main project and a letter received from the 
Nevada Rural Housing Authority (NRHA) stating they will pay for the project.  City Manager 
West said the price on this particular project increased quite a bit from what was originally 
estimated due to the change in the location of the water line (which substantially increased the 
asphalt pavement quantity).  The earliest estimate for the project was $40,000.  Extra valves 
were added to the design to give the capability to isolate breaks in the line.  Staff recommends 
accepting the low bid submitted by Hunewill Construction.  Councilman Cain moved to accept 
the low bid of $62,470.40 submitted by Hunewill Construction for the water main project 
servicing the Nevada Rural Housing Authority Minor Street senior housing apartment complex.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
TEMPORARY PARTIAL SIDEWALK CLOSURE / FINANCIAL HORIZONS CREDIT UNION 
 
Mayor Putnam said the building located at 311 S. Bridge Street at the intersection with 
Winnemucca Boulevard (Financial Horizons Credit Union) will receive a facelift in the near 
future, and the contractor for the project (United Construction) has asked for a temporary partial 
sidewalk closure during the construction period.  The additional space is needed to 
accommodate the remodel work but pedestrian walking space will be provided around the site.  
A trash dumpster is also proposed to be placed on Bridge Street in the first two diagonal parking 
spaces nearest Winnemucca Blvd. during the demolition phase of the project.  Councilman 
Billingsley inquired about the future of the Humboldt Hotel emblem that is currently embedded in 
the sidewalk entrance of the building.  West said he will ask the owner about their plans for the 
historic monument.  Councilman Sheen moved to approve the temporary partial sidewalk 
closure for the Financial Horizons Credit Union building construction project from May 18 
through June 18, 2011, located at the corner of Winnemucca Boulevard and 311 S. Bridge 
Street, APN 15-438-01.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
TEMPORARY STREET CLOSURE / SILVER STATE INTERNATIONAL RODEO 
 
Kim Petersen, Director of the Winnemucca Convention and Visitors Authority (WCVA), 
requested a temporary closure of Fairgrounds Road during the Silver State International Rodeo 
to be held between July 1 and July 10, 2011.  Petersen said the driveways to the mine parking 
lots will remain open.  The street closure is needed to assist with over 400 large rigs that will be 
camping and/or parking during the event.  At the beginning of the event, the street closure will 
be strictly enforced, but it may be relaxed as the event progresses depending on the 
circumstances.  A booth to facilitate traffic control will be located at the beginning of the street 
closure near the Humboldt County Detention Center, and the closure will extend to East 
Winnemucca Boulevard adjacent to A-1 Towing.  The WCVA has a five year contract for the 
event, which will have a positive impact on the local economy.  Petersen also asked for 
assistance from the City with installation of a 2-inch water meter for water use by the RV spaces 
east of the Indoor Event Center.  West said the meter cost is $2,350.  Councilman Stone moved 
to provide City labor for the water service, with the WCVA paying for all material costs.  Motion 
carried with Councilmen Stone, Cain, Billingsley and Brooks voting aye and Councilman Sheen 
voting nay.  Councilman Cain moved to approve the temporary closure of Fairgrounds Road 
from July 1 to July 10, 2011 starting at the Humboldt County Detention Center extending 
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easterly to East Winnemucca Boulevard (adjacent to A-1 Auto) to accommodate the Silver State 
International Rodeo event.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
AIRPORT FAA GRANT / AMEND DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS ENTERPRISE PLAN 
 
City Manager West said an amendment to the Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Plan (DBEP) 
is a standard requirement when FAA grant funding is used.  The City has established an overall 
goal of 2.04% of the federal financial assistance it will receive for improvements at the airport. 
There have been no problems meeting the goal on previous projects.  Staff recommends 
approval.  Councilman Cain moved to approve, based upon staff recommendation, the FAA 
grant requirement to amend the Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Plan (DBEP) in 
accordance with regulations of the U.S. Department of Transportation, 49 CFR Part 26.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Clerk Davis said the health benefits open enrollment is scheduled for Wednesday May 18 
at City Hall.  Mayor Putnam added that last year the City paid $585.21 toward an employee's 
benefit package, but this upcoming year it will pay $615.80 per employee, a five percent 
increase over last year.  The City contribution toward the employee benefit package is based on 
the $500 deductible plan with dental, vision, and $25,000 in life insurance added.  The physician 
co-pay will increase from $15 to $30 per visit.  If anyone is interested in any other plans with 
different deductibles, please be sure to attend the open enrollment meetings. 
 
City Manager West attended a meeting with the City airport consultants in Reno last Friday to 
discuss two pending grant applications with Robin Hunt, Regional FAA Director.  The 
applications include the land acquisition at the south end of the airport and the pavement 
maintenance project.  Hunt said that the City may be awarded funding for one or both of the 
projects this year.  West reported that Congress has released 80% of the entitlements in the 
past few years.  The top priority for the City is the airport pavement maintenance.  If the City 
doesn't receive funding for the south end land acquisition at the airport this year, it will probably 
not happen for another three or four years because of the pace which Congress works.  The 
FAA said they have a high regard for the City general aviation airport due to the maintenance 
efforts and improvements completed without FAA funding. 
 
Councilman Sheen reported the WCVA will meet tomorrow to finalize their budget.  Sheen 
noted the bargaining unit negotiations this year were pleasant.  One of the police bargaining 
units and the regular City employee bargaining unit have ended their relationships with union 
representatives this year. 
 
Councilman Billingsley said he received some emails expressing concern about the alleged 
cruelty to animals during the recent rodeo event.  City Attorney Maher said those observing the 
event said no Nevada laws were violated.  Some states have laws in place against charreada 
events, and some counties within a state (California) have restrictions or laws that apply to 
certain types of animal treatment.  The short video shown on the internet apparently was an 
isolated incident that was not a part of a scheduled event. 
 
Councilman Brooks said the yurt (a sheep-herder type tent) had arrived for the NNRC.  The 
group is still working on the Sonoma collector trail system.  The PTSA Rachel's Challenge event 
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was well received at the high school, and there are several other PTSA activities taking place.  
Several calls were received expressing their appreciation for the beauty of the cemetery and 
how it is being maintained.  The drug free graduation party will happen in a few weeks, and 
everyone is encouraged to stop by. 
 
City Attorney Maher said a rule-making matter concerning the acceleration of broadband in the 
United States was before the FCC for consideration.  If approved, the FCC could usurp how 
local governments manage or control their right-of-ways, and revenue from franchise fees may 
disappear, which would be approximately $200,000 in annual revenues to the City budget. 
 
Mayor Putnam reported a Safe Haven Wildlife fundraiser function is scheduled to take place 
next week.  The Council is invited to visit the Poke N' Peek thrift store after the meeting today to 
view their latest improvements to the building.   
 
Recreation Director Steve Swecker reported on the pickle ball game and court. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 3:18 p.m. until the next scheduled regular meeting on 
June 7, 2011. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  June 7, 2011 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Cain, Sheen, Billingsley, Brooks       
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilman                                             
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                                           
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  
 


