
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
JOINT CITY COUNCIL / HUMBOLDT COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING 

March 7, 2011 
 

The Winnemucca City Council met in a special joint meeting with the Humboldt County 
Commission on Monday, March 7, 2011 at 11:30 a.m. in the Humboldt County Courthouse 
meeting room at 25 West Fifth Street.  City Officials present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen 
Richard Stone, Doug Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  City Staff present:  
City Manager Steve West and City Attorney Kent Maher. County Officials present:  
Commissioners Mike Bell, Dan Cassinelli, Tom Fransway and Jim French. County Officials 
absent:  Commission Chairman Garley Amos.  County Staff present:  County Administrator Bill 
Deist, County Clerk Tami Spero and District Attorney Mike Macdonald. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Putnam called the City Council portion of the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
The Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the effect each item could 
potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The Council agreed that no 
item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business 
or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Councilman 
Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and 
significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, 
operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
MCCOY AIRPORT HANGAR PURCHASE PROPOSAL 
 
City Manager West presented the proposal for the City-County to purchase the Randy McCoy 
3,600 sf hangar building for the appraised price of $165,000. The building is currently leased for 
$32,400 per year by the BLM for fire operations. The initial term of the City land (2.12 acres) 
lease with McCoy expires at the end of 2020, and includes an additional 15 year conditional 
renewal. The lease to BLM will expire in September 2019, but includes an escape clause that 
may shorten the lease term. A substantial portion of the asphalt ramp located on the leased 
property was recently reconstructed but there is still a large portion of the asphalt in poor 
condition. The BLM lease payments will pay the purchase price back in five years. 
Commissioners French and Fransway and Councilman Brooks expressed concern about the 
federal fire funding being eliminated and the BLM lease being terminated. Councilmen Stone, 
Sheen and Cain said even if the lease is terminated, the City-County will end up owning a good 
building for future economic development purposes, and eliminating the City lease allows better 
control of future uses of this property next to the heavy aircraft ramp. 
 
Councilman Sheen moved to approve pursuing the purchase of the McCoy hangar for the 
appraised price of $165,000.  The motion carried with Councilmen Stone, Cain, Sheen and 
Billingsley voting aye and Councilman Brooks voting nay.  Commissioner Fransway moved to 
reject the proposal to purchase of the McCoy hangar at this time. The motion carried with 
Commissioners Fransway, Cassinelli and French voting aye and Commissioner Bell voting nay. 
 
////////// 
////////// 
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PLANNING DIRECTOR PROPOSAL 
 
Councilman Stone said that with the community not growing and the questionable status of 
budgets (with the Legislature in session), now is not the time to fill this $100,000 plus per year 
position. Commissioner Fransway said there is a need to invest in the future now in order to 
improve the community long term. Commissioner French expressed his view on the potential 
duties of a planning director and felt that portions of the federal and state laws should be 
incorporated into local ordinances to exercise more local control. Mayor Putnam said the current 
staff and planning commission (RPC) have done an excellent job handling the workload, and 
reminded that the staff has many years of experience and education. John Milton, former 
County Commissioner and local surveyor, explained the problems that have been experienced 
through the years with the previous planning directors, most whom used the position as a 
stepping stone for their careers. Milton said this is not the time to spend the money on a 
planning director. He suggested increasing the training budget for the planning staff and hiring a 
consultant when needed to address specific projects. District Attorney Macdonald indicated that 
referring to a federal or state code in a local ordinance does not give local authority to force 
compliance with federal or state law. Commissioner French suggested the groundwater problem 
in Grass Valley is an example of a problem that a planning director may have headed off. 
Councilman Cain stated now is not the time to fill the position, and that planning expertise is 
available without hiring a full time person. Councilman Sheen noted the Grass Valley 
groundwater problem was created by economics; a planning director could not have changed 
what has happened. Patty Herzog, former City Councilman, Planning Commission member and 
local business owner, said the planning director has been used as a scapegoat in the past for 
problems that occur, and noted that it has always the responsibility of elected officials to set 
policy. Herzog said elected officials sometimes cave under pressure from an outspoken 
minority. A planning director has an obligation to follow the law and to protect private property 
rights. Herzog suggested outside consultants be brought in if and when needed. The RPC and 
planning staff are doing an outstanding job, and there should be reliance on local experts like 
John Milton and Kent Maher in planning matters. Herzog said the planning director position is 
not needed to enforce the nuisance ordinances.  Building inspectors should continue to be used 
for nuisance enforcement.  Herzog urged that now is not the time to hire a planning director. 
Fransway felt that advice from a full time expert is needed to make good decisions. RPC 
member Lewis Trout said the most pressing current need is for timely legal advice from the DA’s 
office. Trout said ultimately a community services position (combining planning, building 
inspection and development) should be considered. Richard Cook felt an expert planner is 
needed. Terry Miller, former City Councilman and long time realtor, business owner and 
property developer, stated there is no reason for filling the planning director position because 
there is little or no growth and a poor economy.  Miller said it is inappropriate to consider a 
planning director primarily for nuisance enforcement.  
 
Councilman Stone moved to oppose the hiring a planning director in the FY 2011/2012 budget. 
The motion carried unanimously.  
 
Commission Vice-Chairman Bell, Mayor Putnam and Councilman Stone explained the Futures 
program is being used to get community buy-in, and to establish community direction. Training 
should be used to educate existing staff in these matters, rather than to hire a planning director.  
 
Commissioner Fransway moved to pursue the hiring of a planning director in FY 2011/2012. 
The motion failed with Commissioners Fransway and French voting aye and Commissioners 
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Cassinelli and Bell voting nay. The Commissioners will reconsider the issue at a future meeting 
when Chairman Amos is present.  
 
Don Stoker, former City Councilman, school board member and local businessman, said the 
community has done just fine during the past 15 years without a planning director. Stoker said 
the driving force behind the proposal to fill the planning director position was the Jungo landfill 
issue, which could be resolved by having conditional use permits approved at the Commission 
level like they used to be. Phil Jacka said other comparable counties could be consulted about 
their experiences with planning directors. Bob Davidson, Sr., contractor and local business 
owner, urged the governing boards to support and use the current planning staff. Annie Drake 
said she believes a planning director might have helped avoid some of the landfill issues. John 
Siegfried, former CEO of Cyanco, felt that hiring a planning director at this point was like closing 
the barn door after the horses have already escaped. Siegfried encouraged the elected officials 
to make a stand against the vocal minority and do what they were elected to do for the long 
term good of the community. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 1:45 p.m. until the next scheduled regular meeting on 
March 8, 2011. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
D. Stephen West 
City Manager 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  March 22, 2011 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Cain, Sheen, Billingsley, Brooks                  
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilmen                                            
ABSENT:  Councilmen           
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  


