
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 
    August 24, 2010 

 
The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, August 24, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. 
in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, 
Doug Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve 
West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The August 10, 2010 regular City Council meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Sheen moved for approval as 
submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
Mayor Putnam read a joint proclamation in recognition of the second annual RESPECT 
community-wide clean-up day scheduled for Saturday September 25, 2010. 
  
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Chris Entwhistle and Sandra Schirrick thanked the City for its support of the Relay for Life event, 
sponsored by the American Cancer Society, which took place August 14-15.  Entwhistle 
reported that the event went extremely well, participation was incredible and an estimated 
$37,000 was raised to help in the fight against cancer.  The “Paint the Town Purple” 
proclamation was received by the community with great enthusiasm.  Mayor Putnam thanked 
them for their report and congratulated them on the successful event. 
 
DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENT CONFIRMATION / MAVITY 
 
Mayor Putnam interviewed Theresa Mavity and suggested her affiliation with local businesses, 
knowledge of what’s happening in the community and connection with the Chamber of 
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Commerce all make her a solid choice for the Regional Planning Commission (RPC).  
Councilman Stone disclosed that Mavity is his daughter-in-law’s aunt.  Councilman Sheen 
moved to confirm the appointment of Theresa Mavity to the Regional Planning Commission.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
AIRPORT BOARD APPOINTMENT CONFIRMATION / TROUT 
 
Mayor Putnam interviewed Lewis Trout and feels he is an excellent candidate for the Airport 
Board.  Trout was involved with airport work for the City of Los Angeles for over seven years, 
and has a significant airport related background.  He also has a strong desire to work on the 
Board, having attended most of the Board meetings over the past year.  Councilman Sheen 
(former Airport Board member) agreed Trout’s experience and interest to serve on the Board 
make him a good candidate.  Councilman Cain (current Airport Board member) acknowledged 
Trout’s participation at the Airport Board meetings.  Councilman Sheen moved to confirm the 
appointment of Lewis Trout to the Winnemucca Municipal Airport Board.  Motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
VARIANCE RW-10-13 / REDUCE FRONT YARD SETBACK / GABICA 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, said the applicant is requesting a 
variance from the required ten (10) feet front yard setback to zero (0) feet in order to rebuild and 
enlarge an existing carport.  The City Building Inspector commented there is a requirement to 
construct a firewall if a structure is built within five feet of the property line, even if the structure 
is open on all sides (carports).  Lawrence noted there is enough space to meet the five feet 
setback requirement in this case, so a firewall is not necessary.  Councilman Cain moved to 
approve, based on staff recommendations and findings, variance request RW-10-13 to reduce 
the required front yard setback from ten (10) feet to zero (0) feet in an R-2 (Multiple-Family 
Residential) zoning district on property located at 410 Nixon Street, APN 015-414-10, owned by 
Frank Gabica.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2010-22. 
 
SCADA (TELEMETRY) SYSTEM PURCHASE / SEWER-WATER DEPARTMENTS 
 
City Manager West said the current telemetry system (about 25 years old) controls the wells 
and booster stations-pumps for both sewer and water systems.  The budget of $350,000 to 
purchase the new system is split 50/50 between the two departments.  There were originally 
three contractors expressing interest but only one bid was received from Sierra Controls, the 
company that has maintained the system over the years.  Their original bid was for $513,645, 
and the engineer’s estimate was $350,000.  After discussing available cost reduction options 
with the bidder and the electrical engineer, staff recommends awarding a contract for a reduced 
amount of $354,545.  West summarized in detail the over $159,000 in recommended contract 
items to be eliminated/modified.  Councilman Cain asked if the phone communication in the 
system offers text messaging.  West said it did, and having a texting option should decrease 
dispatch usage by an estimated 20%.  All items considered in the project have long-term 
solutions in mind.  Councilman Sheen moved to award a contract, as revised and reduced, to 
Sierra Controls in the amount of $354,545 for the new SCADA (Telemetry) system for 
monitoring and controlling City sewer and water systems.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
////////// 
////////// 
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STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West reported he sent out an email regarding the proposed language on the new 
golf course signs, which will cost approximately $1,200 and will be placed every 200 feet around 
the perimeter of the course in accordance with the law.  This expenditure is not included in the 
budget.  The police station bids will open on Thursday at 2:00 p.m.  About ten general 
contractors have shown an interest.  The skateboard competition will be held on Saturday, 
September 18 from 3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Participants will provide waivers releasing the City of 
any liability.  City Attorney Maher will provide the appropriate waiver form.  The demonstration 
street lights are expected to be delivered the last week of August.  The LED lights are still on 
backorder, but installation is expected to take place during the first weeks in September. 
 
Councilman Sheen attended the WCVA meeting.  A joint WCVA-Humboldt County meeting is 
scheduled on September 7 to discuss the possible expansion of the number of temporary RV 
spaces at the Events Complex.  The City is invited to participate.  Sheen explained one private 
RV park owner is opposed to the expansion and one is in favor of it.  The benefits to the 
community come from the promotional events scheduled by the WCVA at the Events Complex.  
Many events require a sufficient number of participant and spectator RV spaces be available 
before they will commit to scheduling an event.  There is typically a window of opportunity to 
attract larger events to Winnemucca and gain their loyalty to return year after year.  A proposed 
new events center in Elko will prove to be a very strong competitor.  The County Commission is 
mindful of not wanting to compete with private enterprise.  The only time the proposed new 
hookups will be used is in association with a scheduled event.  If events are not brought to town, 
nobody benefits, including the RV parks.  The WCVA is likely to fund the project.  The City and 
County are not being asked for funding.  The WCVA is hoping for support of the additional RV 
space expansion to promote future events.  Mayor Putnam said the Council is here to promote 
the community.  Councilman Stone said it was important to listen to the facts and base support 
or non-support on the facts.  Staff will work with the County on the joint meeting agenda for 
September 7. 
 
Councilman Brooks said the second annual community-wide RESPECT clean-up day is 
scheduled for Saturday, September 25 between 9:00 a.m. and noon.  The NNRC met and is 
working on a trail system near Battle Mountain, the expansion of parking space at the entrance 
to the Bloody Shins Trail and other smaller projects.  The NNRC will be assisting the dance 
team with a fund raising event which includes pig wrestling.  The Century Club membership 
drive is underway.  A Lowry football game is scheduled for this Friday night.  Pat Donovan 
suggested an indoor baseball field or batting cage be built in the community. 
 
Mayor Putnam reported the Nevada League of Cities (NLC) annual convention was held in 
Reno on August 13-15.  Several Mayors’ meetings are scheduled throughout the year in order 
for Mayors to keep informed and to work more closely as a group.  The Mayors discussed 
powers of local government, consolidation through cost sharing (already practiced in 
Winnemucca), and reapportionment.  The most attended was the legislative update meeting.  
Topics of discussion included the possible elimination of the requirement to publish financial 
statements, the elimination of the fuel purchasing coalition, property tax recapture (3% cap), 
commercial property depreciation, and the cost of leasing out governmental properties.  City 
Attorney Maher said that during the next legislative session, the State will prioritize the essential 
services the State will provide, and possibly shift some items to local governments, who will 
then absorb the cost of such services.  Mayor Putnam noted the annual youth awards will be 
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limited to two awards per year, one from a metro area and one from a rural area, each in the 
sum of $1,000.  The next NLC meeting is scheduled to take place in Mesquite, Nevada in 
October 2011.  Rene Vesco, wife of former Mayor Paul Vesco, was released today from the 
hospital. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 2:51 p.m. until the next scheduled regular meeting on 
September 7, 2010. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  September 7, 2010 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Cain, Sheen, Billingsley, Brooks                   
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilmen                                 
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                        
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  


