
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 
    August 10, 2010 

 
The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, August 10, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. 
in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, 
Doug Cain, Joyce Sheen, Jim Billingsley and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve 
West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The July 13, 2010 regular City Council meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Sheen moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
Mayor Putnam read a proclamation in recognition of the American Cancer Society’s “Relay for 
Life” event to be held August 14-15 in Winnemucca.  Putnam also proclaimed Friday, August 13 
as “Paint the Town Purple Day.”  Sandy Schirrick and Chris Entwhistle were present to accept 
the proclamation. 
  
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Holly Rudy James of Winnemucca Publishing (The Humboldt Sun) commented on an article in 
the Tuesday (August 10-12, 2010) edition of The Humboldt Sun about a report concerning the 
KWNA Radio Station City business license and an exemption from the license requirements.  
James noted KWNA agreed to pay a fee for a certificate in lieu of the license.  James 
questioned if the Humboldt Sun qualifies for the same exemption.  City Attorney Maher said the 
issue is not resolved even though KWNA agreed to pay a fee.  Maher advised he will not involve 
the City in a legal situation until the City position is more settled.  Maher noted the KWNA 
position cannot be refuted until the research is complete.  KWNA was told that this issue will not 
end with the exemption certificate, and the client (City) will be advised on what steps to take in 
order to reach a resolution.  Mayor Putnam said that by KWNA having paid the fee, they are not 
making an issue over the cost, but over the legality of being required to obtain a business 
license. 
 
Putnam pointed out the mosaic hanging in the meeting room, which was created with rocks from 
the area and donated by Lee Armstrong.  It was also noted that the mosaic is very 
representative of our area. 
 
Putnam acknowledged the services of Mike Libertori for painting over graffiti in the community.   
 
////////// 
////////// 
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DISCUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a “business” as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
SKATEBOARDING COMPETITION / VESCO CITY PARK SKATE PARK 
 
Jerry Leon requested approval to hold a skateboarding competition at the Vesco City Park skate 
park on Saturday August 28 between 1:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m., and it will include three live band 
performances.  A few local businesses are donating prizes for the winners.  It is a non-profit 
event intended to offer fun for kids before school starts and provide a venue to show their 
talents on a skateboard.  All age groups and talent levels are expected to participate, with an 
anticipated attendance of between 20 and 40 kids.  City Attorney Maher questioned if the event 
promoters have liability insurance coverage for the event.  Maher noted the City is insured when 
kids are skating at the park, but when an event is sponsored, liability insurance is typically 
required from the sponsor.  Councilman Billingsley added there are usually insurance binders 
available for these types of events.  Mayor Putnam stated the insurance can’t be purchased for 
less than $250-300.  Councilman Sheen inquired about whether there were any safety rules in 
place.  Leon responded the safety rules are already posted at the park.  Donations will be 
received in the form of merchandise (skateboards and packages).  Councilman Brooks asked if 
a parental release or waiver was appropriate for this kind of event.  Maher said a release should 
be required from a parent or guardian for persons under the age of 18.  Maher said a waiver is 
not his preference, but it may work.  The main concern is liability of the City.  Putnam added the 
City did not want to discourage the kids.  Maher said an insurance policy is preferred.  City 
Manager West said other groups had reserved the adjoining Vesco City Park on the same day, 
and questioned if there will be a conflict between events in relation to the bands playing during 
the skateboarding event.  Leon said his event is flexible and could change to another date if 
necessary.  Councilman Stone said he likes the idea of the skateboarding event and 
encourages them to look into the insurance issue and seek out donations to help fund the 
insurance. Putnam said that perhaps one or several businesses could sponsor the event on 
their own.  Maher suggested Leon select a different date for the event so that it doesn’t conflict 
with other groups in the park and contact the City Manager and/or the City Attorney to resolve 
the liability insurance issue with the understanding that a parental waiver or release is the City 
second choice for this event.  Councilman Stone moved to approve the request to hold a 
skateboarding competition at Vesco City Park skate park on an appropriate date that does not 
conflict with other groups, after the liability insurance issue is resolved to the City Manager and 
City Attorney satisfaction.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
///////// 
///////// 
///////// 
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TEMPORARY ON-STREET PARKING FOR PLACEMENT OF NUCLEAR MEDICINE 
TRAILER / HUMBOLDT GENERAL HOSPITAL 
 
Pamela Wickkiser, Radiology Manager with Humboldt General Hospital, said that the MRI trailer 
is currently positioned on Mizpah Street and the Nuclear Medicine is stationed on the hospital 
parking lot.  On August 20, the mobile MRI will no longer be needed since the permanent MRI 
facility has been completed inside the building.  Because the hospital has entered the first 
phase of the construction project, the Nuclear Medicine trailer needs to be temporarily relocated 
to Harmony Road for a period of three or four weeks.  After that, the Nuclear Medicine trailer is 
proposed to be moved to Mizpah Street (where the MRI trailer is currently parked) for 
approximately 12 to 18 months during the hospital expansion construction.  The power hookups 
are already in place and the Nuclear Medicine trailer is the same size as the MRI trailer, thus 
eliminating the need for any modifications to facilities or new utility services.  There have not 
been any complaints received about either trailer.  City Manager West added this was the only 
option available for the hospital at this time, especially during construction.  Wickkiser said the 
parking lot exit to Mizpah Street near the trailer will be closed off during construction.  Vehicles 
will exit at the upper end of the parking lot on Mizpah (near the Ambulance facility), which 
provides a better view of the line of traffic onto Mizpah.  Councilman Cain moved to approve 
temporary on-street parking of the hospital Nuclear Medicine trailer on Harmony Road for 
approximately 3-4 weeks followed by placement on Mizpah Street for approximately 12-18 
months during construction at the hospital.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ORDINANCE ADOPTION / REZONE APPLICATION RW-10-06 / MARCUERQUIAGA 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, reported that this is the public hearing 
for rezone application RW-10-06 and that no comments have been received by their office.  City 
Attorney Maher noted there were actually two structures on the property but they were carried 
on the Assessor’s roll under one parcel number.  Mayor Putnam called for public comment.  
None was given.  Councilman Stone moved to approve rezone application RW-10-06 changing 
the G-C (General Commercial) to R-3 (Multiple-Residential) zoning district on property located 
at 126 W. Sixth Street, APN 015-394-07 on behalf of Evelyn Marcuerquiaga.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  Ordinance Number 771. 
 
ORDINANCE ADOPTION / REZONE APPLICATION RW-10-07 / WEST WIND, LLC 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, reported that this is the public hearing 
for rezone application RW-10-07 and there have not been any comments received by their 
office.  Mayor Putnam called for public comment.  Tom Fransway, principal of the property 
owner, said that he had no comments but would be glad to answer any questions concerning 
this request.  There were no other comments.  Councilman Stone moved to approve rezone 
application RW-10-07 changing the R-2 (Multiple-Family Residential) to G-C (General 
Commercial) zoning district on property located at 451 W. Second Street, APN 015-423-01 on 
behalf of West Wind, LLC.  Motion carried unanimously.  Ordinance Number 772. 
 
NUISANCE COMPLAINT / 206 CASTLE WAY 
 
Mayor Putnam reviewed the nuisance complaint concerning property located at 206 Castle Way 
and called for public comment.  None was given.  City Attorney Maher said the property is in 
foreclosure.  Putnam noted a fax was received from the United States Department of Agriculture 
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(USDA) stating their intent to foreclose on the property, their awareness of the poor condition of 
the property, and their intention to protect their interest in the property by cleaning it up.  Maher 
suggested action on the nuisance complaint be delayed until a future date to give the USDA 
sufficient time to clean the property.  Putnam postponed action on the nuisance complaint for at 
least one month from today to allow the USDA sufficient time to clean the property.  Staff was 
directed to contact the USDA and inform them of the City determination made today. 
 
GOLF COURSE PROCEDURES AND GUIDELINES / VANDALISM CONTROL / SIGNAGE 
 
Mayor Putnam said at a previous meeting to discuss golf cart vandalism and security, the golf 
course signage, and the age limit and guidelines for driving golf carts was brought up.  New 
door mechanisms have been installed on the golf storage sheds and there is no longer key 
access by golf cart owners.  Access is allowed during certain times and is controlled by golf 
course personnel.  The police department will be asked to verify that the golf cart storage sheds 
have been locked each night.  There have not been any complaints received from golf course 
patrons concerning the changes.  One question that needs to be answered is whether the City 
will match a reward of $500 for the conviction of those who vandalized the golf storage sheds a 
few weeks ago.  Shelly Kyllo said she had made this request of the City, adding that local 
businesses are planning to contribute $500 for a reward.  The reward approach is believed by 
some to be the best way for law enforcement to gain information they may need toward an 
arrest.  Councilman Billingsley asked if this might set a precedent for the City.  City Attorney 
Maher said he doesn’t recall the City ever having funded a reward in the past, but it is 
something the Council could decide to do at their discretion.  City Manager West agreed.  
Councilman Sheen reminded that taxpayer dollars have already been expended to work 
towards solving the problem, including the door repairs and installation of security lighting.  
Billingsley pointed out that if no information is received about the vandalism, there will be no 
expenditure of the reward money.  Councilman Stone feels the money is better spent by trying 
to secure the property, which will discourage vandalism.  With no objection from the Council, 
Putnam closed the subject by stating the City will not match the reward request but will continue 
to secure the area as necessary.  Kyllo said she was satisfied with that approach. 
 
Putnam questioned how best to secure the golf course property from random public access.  
Any signage should reflect what is expected at the golf course by users and the general public 
alike.  The Police Chief suggested the signage should state a specific closing time for the golf 
course and indicate a violation is a trespass.  Staff was directed to work in conjunction with the 
Police Chief on new signage.  Maher added there may be something in the law about spacing 
requirements for no trespassing signs and the law should be reviewed for compliance. 
 
Putnam and Maher said there have been several discussions about rules concerning minors 
driving golf carts.  The current golf course rules require that golf cart drivers must have a valid 
driver’s license (learner’s permits are not accepted) to drive a golf cart on the course.  There 
have been concerns expressed about the abuse of the procedure.  West added there is an 
exception in the rules for persons who work for the Golf Pro and pick up golf balls.  Staff was 
directed to discuss with the Golf Pro the enforcement of the golf cart rules as they apply to 
minors. 
 
////////// 
////////// 
////////// 
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AWARD OF CONTRACT / GOLF COURSE / ROUGH MOWER 
 
A memo from Public Works Supervisor Sutton with an attached analysis of the bids was 
reviewed.  The low bid for a rough mower was received from Turf Equipment in the amount of 
$39,933.61.  One other bid was received from Campbell Tractor Company in the amount of 
$46,622.00.  Both companies met the bid specs, but there is a difference in the cutting deck 
width, creating a $6,688.39 difference between the two bids.  Staff recommends acceptance of 
the low bid from Turf Equipment.  Councilman Brooks asked if the rough mower was included in 
the budget and what the useful life of the machine will be.  City Manager West replied the 
budget includes $45,000 for a rough mower and the useful life of the machine could be 
anywhere from 12 to 15 years.  Councilman Billingsley asked if a cage was on the mower.  
West said that the bid did not include a cage, but that all golf course employees are provided 
with the necessary safety equipment.  City Attorney Maher suggested it may be time to review 
the current OSHA regulations to answer any golf course employee safety equipment questions.  
It was pointed out that most of the students working at the golf course are themselves golfers 
and should be aware of the hazards.  Councilman Cain felt the use of safety equipment was an 
operational issue that should be handled by supervisory staff.  Councilman Cain moved to 
approve, per staff recommendation, the low bid from Turf Equipment in the amount of 
$39,933.61 to purchase one (1) 4300-D Grounds Master Reelmaster 5410 rough mower for the 
golf course.  Motion carried unanimously.  Staff was directed to research the golf course 
employee safety and equipment issues. 
 
AWARD OF CONTRACT / SEWER DEPARTMENT / 4X4 FORD TRUCK 
 
Mayor Putnam reviewed the quote received from DeLong Ford-Mercury in the amount of 
$20,764.80 to provide a new 4x4 Ford Ranger pickup truck for the Sewer Department.  The 
price quoted is under $25,000 and is not subject to the NRS competitive bidding requirements.  
City Manager West said a nearly identical truck is offered through the State purchasing program 
with only a very small difference in price.  The smaller size truck will substantially reduce the 
high amount of fuel usage now experienced with the larger trucks.  Councilman Billingsley 
moved to approve, per staff recommendation, the acceptance of the quote from DeLong Ford-
Mercury in the amount of $20,764.80 to purchase one (1) 2010 or newer 4x4 Ford Ranger 
pickup truck for the Sewer Department.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
FAA GRANT APPLICATION / REVISION OF LAND ACQUISITION ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT AND AIRPORT LAYOUT PLAN 
 
City Manager West reported: modifications are needed on the environmental assessment work 
that has been completed for the airport south land acquisition; some minor adjacent remnant 
parcels located outside of the landing zone will be purchased; and, the airport layout plan must 
be updated.  This will be the only grant for the City this fiscal year from the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA).  The grant to purchase the land and complete the pavement maintenance 
project is scheduled for fiscal year 2011-2012.  Councilman Sheen moved to approve the FAA 
grant application for revision of the land acquisition environmental assessment and the airport 
layout plan.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
////////// 
////////// 
////////// 
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BOARD APPOINTMENT PROCEDURES 
 
Mayor Putnam said the board appointment procedures need clarification.  Historically, City 
appointments have been made with individuals living within the City limits, and the County 
typically has appointed County residents.  The Regional Planning Commission (RPC) recently 
reduced to a seven member board and filling vacant positions alternates between the City and 
County.  Putnam questioned whether the City and County should only appoint from within their 
jurisdictions.  City Attorney Maher reviewed the board appointment procedures. The RPC 
appointment process is set by ordinance, that is, the Mayor appoints the board member subject 
to confirmation by the council.  Most other City appointments are made in a similar fashion.  City 
officers, such as the City Clerk, Police Chief and City Attorney, were formerly appointed by the 
Mayor, but now state law provides that the Mayor makes the appointment with the advice and 
consent of the Council.  Maher noted there is no rule against appointing a County resident to a 
City board. 
 
City resident Lewis Trout suggested the appointment protocol should allow for flexibility.  
Putnam questioned if a precedent will be set by only considering City residents for City 
appointments.  Councilman Billingsley said he thought someone from the City should be the first 
choice, but a County resident with any viable expertise would be an option as well.  Councilman 
Cain added that because the RPC works for the interests of both City and County, the person 
who offers the best qualifications to the job should be considered.  Councilmen Sheen and 
Stone agreed; however, both felt that a City resident should be given first preference.  Stone 
noted that the RPC has been fortunate to have representation from both City and County.  
Maher said that the Mayor makes the appointments and thus controls the appointments.  
Putnam suggested that rather than the Council interviewing each candidate for a board seat, 
perhaps the Mayor should do the interviewing and bring a recommendation to the Council for 
confirmation.  By consensus, the Council agreed the Mayor will conduct interviews for vacant 
board seats followed by a recommendation to the Council for confirmation. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Clerk Davis reported that Kafoury, Armstrong and Company will begin the financial audit for 
fiscal year 2009-2010 on Monday August 16. 
 
City Manager West said there was a good turnout of interested contractors for the pre-bid 
meeting of the police station remodel project.  The bid opening will be delayed for another week 
to allow for the addition of a minor addendum to the bid specs.  Contractors from Boise, Las 
Vegas and Utah have shown an interest.  The pre-bid conference for the telemetry control 
system project was held last week, with interest from three bidders.  The street light 
demonstrations are not ready because the lamp fixtures are back-ordered and delayed due to 
the large demand caused by energy conservation stimulus funding, but the poles have been 
prepared for the two types of lights.  The cape seal work will be delayed until next year.  The 
chip seal work went smoothly. 
 
Councilman Stone inquired about the progress being made on the Stuart Street storm drain 
project.  West reported that an estimated 80 feet had been installed by the City crew and that 
the water/sewer crew will continue to work on the project as they find time. 
 
Councilman Cain attended the airport board meeting last night. 
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Councilman Billingsley has been in contact with Debbie Stone at the Chamber of Commerce to 
discuss the possibility of acquiring a microphone and speakers for use during community events 
held on Bridge Street and the downtown area.  Mayor Putnam agreed this will be great for the 
community to have available for their use. 
 
Councilman Brooks reported the NNRC will meet tonight.  The annual RESPECT community 
clean-up day has been scheduled for September 25.  The Century Club barbecue is scheduled 
to take place on August 21.  Comments were received regarding the closure of the west end of 
Railroad Street, asking if it were legal to do so.  West reiterated that the residents in that area 
were in favor of the closure.  It was pointed out that adequate emergency vehicle access was 
still provided from both directions of the barricade. 
 
Mayor Putnam will be attending the Nevada League of Cities annual conference in Reno next 
week.  The Futures program is moving forward in the community. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 3:23 p.m. until the next scheduled regular meeting on 
August 24, 2010. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED:  August 24, 2010 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen  Stone, Cain, Sheen, Billingsley, Brooks                   
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilmen                                 
ABSENT:  Councilman                                                        
 
APPROVED:        ATTEST:  
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  


