
 CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

February 16, 2010 
 
The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, February 16, 2010 at 2:00 
p.m. in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Councilmen Richard Stone, Doug Cain, Joyce 
Sheen, Patty Herzog and Paige Brooks.  Absent:  Mayor Di An Putnam.  Staff present:  City 
Manager Steve West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Sheen called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  Sheen explained the Mayor was 
attending a meeting in Carson City this afternoon with other Mayors, County Commission 
Chairmen and the Republican Legislative Leadership group. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The February 2, 2010 regular City Council meeting minutes were presented for review and 
Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Stone moved for approval as 
submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
A proclamation was read by Mayor Pro Tem Sheen designating the month of February as 
“National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month.”  JoAnn Casalez accepted 
the proclamation on behalf of the Winnemucca Domestic Violence Shelter. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE 
 
There were no public or personal communications or correspondence. 
 
DICUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a "business" as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Stone moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
////////// 
////////// 
////////// 
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VARIANCE / REDUCE SIDE YARD SETBACK / WARR 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, said one negative comment was 
received from Michael Dean who resides at 638 Ross Street.  Dean believes the one foot side 
yard setback creates a fire hazard and will limit access for cleanup.  Property owner Les Warr 
said the only logical place to construct a garage on the property was at the requested location.  
The one foot setback area will be covered with concrete and any drainage issues will be 
addressed.  Staff recommends approval of this variance.  Councilman Stone moved to approve, 
based on staff findings and recommendation, variance request VW-10-03 to reduce the side 
yard setback from 5-ft to 1-ft for the construction of a garage on property located at 620 Ross 
Street in an R-1-6 (Single Family Residential-6,000 sf minimum lot size) zoning district, APN 
015-091-16, for Les Warr.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution Number 2010-06. 
 
STREET CLOSURE REQUEST / NNRA GOOD TIMES STREET DRAGS 
 
City Manager West gave a brief overview of the discussion that took place at the last Council 
meeting and explained that liability and insurance coverage issues were of the concern.  West 
said he discussed the concerns with Mayor Putnam (who is experienced and knowledgeable in 
the insurance industry), and both Putnam and West are confident that with the insurance 
policies in place there is adequate coverage.  Councilman Sheen said she trusts the Mayor’s 
analysis of the liability and insurance coverage issues. Erection of concrete barriers and 
limitations on vehicle horsepower were also discussed.  It appears from the materials submitted 
by NNRA there is overwhelming support of the event from adjacent businesses and property 
owners.  Councilman Herzog said she had been contacted by Mary Zanella (owner of the 
mental health building at the corner of Railroad Street and Traders Way), who said she is in 
favor of the races, but would like to see concrete barriers erected the entire length of Traders 
Way.  Councilman Stone said he had a similar discussion with Zanella.  Joel Murphy, NNRA 
President, said he was checking into providing concrete barriers for the full length of the street.  
The barriers will not prohibit access to affected businesses until after the businesses close for 
the day.  West said the City will not issue a certificate of insurance, and that the NNRA will be 
required to include the City and any other property owners who request it as additional insureds 
on the event insurance policy.  In answer to A.B. Beck’s question, City Attorney Maher said the 
NNRA event takes place the same weekend as the Fifties Fever event, but the Winnemucca 
Convention and Visitors Authority (WCVA) only assists with the event promotion in connection 
with the Fifties Fever event and does not sponsor or otherwise have involvement with the street 
drags.  Murphy added the NNRA had received an estimated 80 letters from businesses and 210 
endorsements from local people in support of the street drags.  West questioned Murphy about 
safety enforcement during the event.  Murphy assured that security and safety is provided from 
the pit extending to each participating driver, but added it’s difficult to match the power of a 
vehicle with the driver’s ability to handle that power.  Councilman Cain moved to approve the 
street closure request from the NNRA Good Times Street Drags on Friday, July 30-Saturday, 
July 31 at the following locations:  (i) Fountain Way (one lane only) from Friday 6:00 p.m. to 
approximately 11:30 p.m., and from Saturday 10:00 a.m. to approximately 10:00 p.m.; (ii) 
Railroad Street from Friday 5:30 p.m. to approximately 11:30 p.m., and from Saturday 10:00 
a.m. to approximately 10:00 p.m. (Railroad Street closure is from the corner of Fountain Way to 
the edge of Sage Petroleum driveway); and, (iii) Trader’s Way from Thursday through Sunday, 
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July 29-August 1, from Arby’s driveway to Southwest Gas building for set up and tear down only 
on July 29 and August 1, and the entire street on July 30-31.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REQUEST FOR DONATION / HUMBOLDT COUNTY SHOOTING PARK 
 
Kent Arrien, an organizer of the Humboldt County Shooting Park, requested a commitment from 
the City, either with money or an in-kind donation, to assist with the routine maintenance costs 
at the park.  Arrien noted the Winnemucca Police Department (WPD) utilizes the park to a great 
extent.  The County currently assists with landfill costs, road upkeep and weed control.  
Volunteers maintain the facility.  Arrien said he isn’t asking for a specific amount of money each 
month, but perhaps the development of a budget could be created whereby receipts would be 
submitted for reimbursement up to a limited amount.  Councilman Sheen asked for examples of 
in-kind donations.  Arrien suggested something such as the City taking responsibility for trash 
pick-up and sign maintenance.  Nothing is currently in place for the park that requires the 
payment of dues or user fees.  Those who use and maintain the park currently pay for 
maintenance costs out of their own pockets.  Councilman Brooks suggested a lock box could be 
provided at the site for donations.  Arrien added that grants provided some of the funds and 
services for capital projects.  West said he, the Mayor and the Council feel strongly that this 
group has not been adequately recognized for their efforts with the development and 
maintenance of the shooting facility and park.  West agreed the WPD utilizes this park quite a 
bit, and acknowledged this is a unique situation in that even though the City does not own the 
park, it does use it.  Councilman Stone moved to authorize shooting park expenses payment up 
to the sum of $1,000 for the period covering today through the current fiscal year ending June 
30, 2010, subject to the condition that the maintenance costs are to be reimbursed by the City 
as receipts for those routine maintenance expenditures are submitted to the City Treasurer, and 
with the further condition that support of the facility and park be discussed at the fiscal year 
2011 budget planning retreat.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REQUEST TO USE NIXON LAWN / HEALTH AND SAFETY FAIR / AMERICAN RED CROSS 
 
Shelly Kyllo, Volunteer Events Coordinator with the American Red Cross, said this year’s health 
fair will be sponsored by the American Red Cross, Humboldt General Hospital, and Renown 
Health.  The Nixon lawn will be used by the outdoor participants, mainly the Bureau of Land 
Management, Newmont Mining, and the local Nevada National Guard.  A big response is 
expected from the community.  A helicopter may also land on the site.  Councilman Stone asked 
that prior notification be made to the police department if there is a helicopter landing.  
Councilman Cain moved to approve, based upon staff recommendation, the request of the 
American Red Cross to use the Nixon lawn located at the corner of Melarkey and East 
Winnemucca Blvd. for the Health and Safety Fair on Saturday March 20, 2010 for the entire 
day.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
COLLECTION OF DELINQUENT ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 16 AND 17 ACCOUNTS 
 
City Clerk/Treasurer Davis provided a list of the assessments that are currently delinquent. The 
Assessment District 16 delinquency covers a period of six payments and is the only assessment 
remaining unpaid for AD16.  The Assessment District 17 delinquencies are comprised of three 
separate property owners who missed the assessment payments that were due on April 1, 
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2009.  All of the delinquent property owners have been assessed late penalties and billings 
have been sent out on a monthly basis.  There has been little response to requests for payment 
on the delinquencies.  Davis asked the Council if further action could be taken in an attempt to 
collect on these past due receivables.  Councilman Sheen said the City expects the assessment 
payments to be made each year and, if the payment is not made, there should be an attempt to 
collect.  The Council directed staff to send a collection letter signed by the City Attorney by 
certified, returned receipt mail as the first step in an attempt to collect on the delinquent 
assessments. 
 
FISCAL YEAR 2009 AUDIT RECOMMENDATIONS / DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION 
 
City Clerk/Treasurer Davis reported the Nevada Department of Taxation requires that the 
Council formally accept the auditor’s recommendations found in the Fiscal Year 2008-2009 
audit report (specifically Item 2009-01) which deals with the preparation of the financial 
statements.  Councilman Stone moved to adopt the audit recommendations as noted on page 
57, Item 2009-1, specifically the preparation of the financial statements in accordance with 
generally accepted accounting principles, for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2009 financial 
audit report for the City of Winnemucca.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PLANNING RETREAT MEETING DATE 
 
Councilman Sheen said suggestions for holding the planning retreat meeting indicate a 
preference for mid-March.  The consensus was to tentatively schedule the planning retreat 
meeting for Tuesday, March 16 beginning at 10 a.m. with the location to be determined. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Manager West reported the City general election filing dates for Mayor and City Council 
seats up for election will be the week of August 23-27.  A great deal of research of the law was 
made by City Attorney Maher on the appropriate filing dates for City elections.  Maher will also 
be attending a meeting in Carson City on Thursday to discuss the distribution of local 
government powers.  Representatives from NACO and the NLC will also be in attendance.  
Maher noted that from the City perspective, it is desirable to have a more level playing field with 
cities and counties possibly having some ability to set the taxing rate (as was the case in years 
past).  West said that the time, place and date of the employee negotiating committee meetings 
need to be decided.  Maher added that the City has the ability, as provided for in the NRS, to 
ask what the committees will be asking for in advance of the meetings.  NV Energy donated a 
bucket truck to the Street department valued at $30,000.  It is a good, quality vehicle that should 
service City needs for the next 20 years. 
 
Councilman Stone said an HDA meeting was held last Tuesday, and they heard a presentation 
by the Nevada Rural Housing Authority (NRHA) regarding a proposal to construct additional 
senior housing on the City property adjacent to the current senior housing located on Minor 
Street in front of the Senior Citizen Center.  A rezone ordinance will be required in order to use 
City property for the proposed purpose. 
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Councilman Brooks inquired about the status of the O’Brien property mapping.  West said he 
received a preliminary copy of the Stuart Street mapping from Desert Mountain Surveying last 
week and has started laying out the storm drain alternatives.  He hopes to have something to 
present to the Council in the near future.  A presentation was made by Jim Jeffress regarding 
the wildlife assessment survey to the NNRC.  Eighteen wrestlers qualified for the State high 
school wrestling tournament this year.  The Zone high school basketball tournaments will be 
held in Winnemucca this week.   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Sheen adjourned the meeting at 3:21 p.m. until the next scheduled meeting on 
March 9, 2010. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED: March 9, 2010 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen   Stone, Cain, Sheen, Herzog, Brooks                        
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilmen                                 
ABSENT:  Councilmen                     
 
   
APPROVED:      ATTEST:   
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  
  


