
 CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

February 2, 2010 
 
The Winnemucca City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, February 2, 2010 at 2:00 
p.m. in the City Hall meeting room.  Present:  Mayor Di An Putnam, Councilmen Richard Stone, 
Doug Cain, Joyce Sheen, Patty Herzog and Paige Brooks.  Staff present:  City Manager Steve 
West, City Attorney Kent Maher and City Clerk Eddy Davis. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Putnam called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
The January 19, 2010 regular City Council meeting minutes were presented for review.  
Councilman Cain moved for approval as submitted.  Councilman Herzog abstained as she was 
not present at the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 
 
The warrants were presented for review and Councilman Stone moved for approval as 
submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS / EMPLOYEE AWARDS: 
 
Mayor Putnam presented Police Captain Rick Waldie with a 15-year Employee Service Award.  
Putnam gave a brief history of Waldie’s career with the Winnemucca Police Department, 
highlighting his service in administration, information technology and department staff training.  
Waldie said his job was only possible with the support from the police department, Mayor, City 
Council, and especially that of his family. 
 
PUBLIC / PERSONAL COMMUNICATION / CORRESPONDENCE 
 
There were no public or personal communication or correspondence. 
 
DICUSSION / ACTION ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS & OTHER REPORTS: 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION 
 
City Attorney Maher and the Council reviewed and discussed briefly the agenda items and the 
effect each item could potentially have on a "business" as the term is defined by statute.  The 
Council agreed that no item on this agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic 
burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a 
business.  Councilman Sheen moved to make a finding that no item on this agenda appears to 
impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business or appears to directly restrict the 
formation, operation or expansion of a business.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
////////// 
////////// 
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VARIANCE / INCREASE MAXIMUM FENCE HEIGHT / CITY OF WINNEMUCCA 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, noted a correction to the Staff Report 
that the maximum allowed fence height begins at three (3) feet, not six (6) feet.  Councilman 
Cain moved to approve, based on staff findings and recommendation, variance request VW-10-
01 to increase the maximum fence height from 3-ft. to 7-ft. for placement of security fencing 
around the well house (Well #4) located at the Sports Complex in a P-F (Public Facilities) 
zoning district, APN 015-301-14, for the City of Winnemucca.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Resolution Number 2010-02. 
 
VARIANCE / INCREASE MAXIMUM FENCE HEIGHT / CITY OF WINNEMUCCA 
 
Betty Lawrence, Humboldt County Planning Department, noted a correction to the Staff Report 
that the maximum allowed fence height begins at three (3) feet, not six (6) feet.  Councilman 
Sheen moved to approve, based on staff findings and recommendation, variance request VW-
10-02 to increase the maximum fence height from 3-ft. to 7-ft. for placement of security fencing 
around the well house (Well #7) located at 5268 E. Winnemucca Blvd. in a P-F (Public 
Facilities) zoning district, APN 016-301-08, for City of Winnemucca.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  Resolution Number 2010-03. 
 
HUMBOLDT COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT UPDATE 
 
Mike Bumgartner, Humboldt County School District Superintendent, presented a brief update on 
the status of the schools within the District and provided a handout.  The District is comprised of 
11 schools, serving 3,300 students (down from 4,400 in a previous year), and operates on a $22 
million plus budget (approximately $6,402 per student cost).  Mayor Putnam asked if student 
scores are reflected in the lower expenditure per student, as Nevada is ranked 50th in cost per 
student nationwide.  Bumgartner said Nevada gets good results for the dollars spent.  Students 
are scoring in middle of the scale, but it could always be better.   Bumgartner believes local 
school districts will better spend the dollars allocated to them from the State if local government 
is allowed to levy the tax rate for each District.  Councilman Herzog asked why Nevada doesn’t 
participate in the “Race to the Top” federally funded competition.  Bumgartner noted this 
program is dependent upon student and teacher data, and Nevada has a statute in place that 
does not allow participation.  Bumgartner highlighted other issues affecting the District including 
student achievement, high school graduation rates, enrollment history, funding issues, and bond 
projects.  Education takes 54% of the State budget, and it appears the schools must find ways 
to operate more efficiently or face cuts which might seriously impact the quality of the education 
provided. Putnam remarked the City appreciates that governmental entities in Humboldt County 
work together in a constructive manner.   
 
REGULATION OF DOGS IN CITY PARKS AND/OR OTHER PROPERTIES 
 
City Attorney Maher noted City Ordinance No. 767 prohibits dogs on any City property, whether 
the properties are City buildings, parks, or places open and available to the public.  If the 
proposed resolution is adopted, dogs will be allowed on City properties with the exception of 
Vesco City Park, Winnemucca Cemetery, Winnemucca Municipal Golf Course and the City 
Sports Complex.  Mayor Putnam explained that the exceptions were chosen because of the 
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specific use by the public for each area.  City Manager West added that “No Dogs Allowed” 
signs will be placed in those areas designated in the resolution and pet stations will be installed 
at the other properties where dogs are allowed.  Councilman Herzog moved to adopt the 
proposed resolution as written and presented to allow, in compliance with Ordinance No. 767, 
dogs on all City property excepting Vesco City Park, Winnemucca Cemetery, Winnemucca 
Municipal Golf Course and the City Sports Complex.  Motion carried unanimously.  Resolution 
Number 2010-04. 
 
ADOPTION OF REVISED EMPLOYEE JOB DESCRIPTIONS 
 
Mayor Putnam noted the draft job descriptions had been available for review.  Several minor 
modifications were suggested by City Attorney Maher.  Staff will incorporate the suggested 
changes to the job descriptions.  Councilman Sheen moved to adopt the revised employee job 
descriptions to include the recommended modifications by the City Attorney.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  Resolution Number 2010-05. 
 
STREET CLOSURE REQUEST / NNRA GOOD TIMES STREET DRAGS 
 
Joel Murphy, Northern Nevada Racing Association (NNRA) President, said the NNRA wanted to 
discuss the possibility of closing Traders Way in order to allow the Good Times Street Drags 
during the Fifties Fever weekend of July 30-31.  After the NNRA met with the Winnemucca 
Convention and Visitors Authority (WCVA), it was determined that the street drags would be 
more successful if they could remain in town for the Fifties Fever event.  All other street drags 
would take place out-of-town at the Jungo Road raceway.  The NNRA is trying to determine if 
the City Council and local businesses are supportive of the proposal.  Councilman Herzog 
reminded that last year the NNRA asked for funding to purchase extra lighting for the racetrack.  
Herzog doesn’t remember when the Council was not supportive of holding the races in town.  
Herzog said this is a unique event for the community; however, a complaint was brought to the 
Council after an accident which occurred at last year’s event and the Council must take that into 
consideration.   Darrell Field, WCVA representative, said the Fifties Fever event brings in a lot of 
people and the street drags draws the interest of locals and tourists alike.  The NNRA drag strip 
is approximately five miles from town, and this distance could be detrimental to the success of 
the events.  Councilman Stone expressed concern about additional traffic congestion with the 
opening of the Big-R store on Railroad Street, and thought they should be contacted to 
determine their thoughts on the events held in that area.  Herzog said the previously discussed 
safety protocols should be put into place for the event.  Murphy said the NNRA follows the 
national (NHRA) safety rules and regulations.  City Manager West pointed out the liability 
potential increases for drags within City limits, which is why street drags are typically not held in 
communities across the country.  A.B. Beck, a Traders Way business owner, said he is 
supportive of the street drags but feels the event should be held on a different street.  Murphy 
feels the businesses in the area (Arby’s, Burger King and Les Schwab Tire) depend on the extra 
revenue generated because of attendance at the street drags.  Mayor Putnam said the Council 
needs to consider the benefits of holding the event in or out of town.  WCVA Director Kim 
Peterson stated he is supportive of holding the street drags on Traders Way.  Murphy said a 
decision needs to be made soon in order to get the advertising started for the event.  
Councilman Brooks suggested the NNRA send out letters to businesses in the area of Traders 
Way to find out if they support the street drags.  Councilman Cain agreed communication with 



City Council Minutes 
February 2, 2010 
Page 4    

businesses in the area was necessary.  Putnam said the responses should be reviewed before 
any conclusion is drawn.  Councilman Sheen added that the liability insurance questions that 
have been asked need to be answered prior to approving the event.  Councilman Stone moved 
to postpone action until the next meeting to allow time for more information to be gathered.  
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
FIXTURES-RETROFITTING OF STREET LIGHTS ON WINNEMUCCA BOULEVARD 
 
Mayor Putnam referred to the sample drawings of the various street light arms that are 
available.  City Manager West reported the current street lights are constructed with round arm 
extensions attached to the top of square poles.  Staff recommends choosing the round-type, 
curved arm extension to be used with the Cyclone Luminaire lamp, which was selected by the 
Council at their last meeting.  West added the bid specs will require the extra support (on the 
extension) needed to offset pressure caused by excessive winds.  Councilman Stone moved to 
approve, based upon staff recommendation, the round-type, curved arm extension with the 
Cyclone Luminaire lamp attached.  Motion carried unanimously.  West said Great Basin Lighting 
will install an operational prototype of the lamp and arm chosen today which will be ready for 
review in a couple of months. 
 
DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT / PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
 
A list of surplus public works equipment to be considered for disposal includes the following:  
two (2) pressure tanks, two (2) playground toys, 17 - 4-ft. fluorescent lights, one (1) 10-ft. trailer, 
and five (5) assorted motors plus assorted miscellaneous parts.  City Manager West proposed 
the items be published for sale and sold to the highest bidder, and any items not sold be hauled 
to the landfill for disposal.  City Attorney Maher reminded the Council they need to determine 
the items are of no further public use.  Councilman Cain moved to determine that the equipment 
presented is no longer required for public use, and to authorize disposal of the surplus 
equipment through sale to the highest bidder, with any unsold equipment disposed of at the 
landfill.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS LAWN EQUIPMENT / PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
 
City Manager West referred to the list of lawn care surplus equipment recommended for 
disposal by the Public Works department.  Staff recommends transferring one (1) Ford New 
Holland Garden Tractor (diesel) currently used at the Cemetery to the new Public Safety 
Complex to be retrofitted for snow plowing.  Staff is also requesting the disposal by donation to 
the School District for use in classroom training and repair, the following:  one (1) Ford New 
Holland Garden Tractor (gas), two (2) Honda lawn mowers, and one (1) Red Max weed eater.  
Councilman Cain moved to determine that the equipment presented is no longer required for 
public use, and to authorize the transfer and disposal of the surplus equipment as 
recommended by staff.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
STAFF / COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
City Clerk Davis reported on the delinquent Assessment District receivables.  This item will be 
placed on the next agenda for the Council to discuss collection options. 
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City Manager West said that staff was working on their 2010-2011 budgets and employee 
performance evaluations. 
 
Councilman Stone said the HDA would meet next week. 
 
Councilman Cain reported that a meeting would be held on February 24 to discuss the 
possibility of constructing a new dispatch facility.  Architects will be present to provide options. 
 
Councilman Sheen attended the landfill committee meeting yesterday.  Some questions were 
discussed concerning commercial hauling charges.  Simple procedures are in place for the 
billing of the charges (honor system).  City Attorney Maher added the current system has 
worked well as a fair billing procedure.  The Nevadans Against Garbage (NAG) also attended 
the meeting and said the group is asking the federal EPA to perform a study on the Jungo 
landfill proposal. 
 
Councilman Herzog was unable to attend the most recent WCVA meeting.  The WSA 
(Wilderness Study Area) working group and Jim Jeffress held an informational meeting last 
Saturday.  Various groups and elected representatives from the area were in attendance.  A 
meeting for the Run-A-Mucca security-cost issue needs to be scheduled.  Herzog said that after 
completing her research on the economic boom/bust cycles in the area; her opinion is that the 
banking industry plays a major role in these cycles.  The dollars are available, but it’s difficult to 
secure a loan today.  Herzog suggested inviting industry leaders from the community to the City 
planning retreat for an update on the economic condition and outlook for our area.  
 
Councilman Brooks said she and the Mayor had attended a forum held by Great Basin College 
that discussed the direction and needs of the school.  A question was presented to Brooks 
asking what entity is credited the revenue when a ticket is issued by the high school policeman.  
The opinion by those who asked is that the revenues should be used toward improvements of 
the student parking lot.  The justice court system receives all ticket revenues.  Lowry Wrestler’s 
ranked first in 2A, 3A and 4A rankings.  Brooks attended the Chihuahua’s Restaurant grand 
opening. 
 
City Attorney Maher said the issue of the Winnemucca Mountain Bike Trail may be taken up 
again.  City Manager West believes a joint meeting will be held the first week of March to 
address this issue. 
 
Mayor Putnam and City Manager West attended the Governor’s meeting in Carson City on 
February 1 to discuss budget shortfalls experienced by cities, counties and the state.  The 
Governor said he recognizes that the cities and counties are experiencing the same type of 
budget problems as the State and expressed his commitment not to support legislation that will 
have negative fiscal impacts on local governments.  It was agreed that items such as the 
instability of sales tax and property tax revenues (declining assessed values and the 3% cap on 
increases), depreciation expense posted by the mining industry, and other issues contribute to 
the budget shortfalls.  Issues that larger cities and counties deal with are representative of the 
same issues in rural Nevada.  Talking with the Governor was the first step in this process.  The 
next step is to meet with leaders of the state legislature in a few weeks.  The prevailing wage 
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was also discussed.  It boils down to the fact that all the money received comes from the same 
pot, but the pot is dwindling.  City Attorney Maher explained the home rule law-concept.  
Alternative designs and associated costs are being developed with the Public Safety Complex 
remodel project to be  discussed during the planning retreat.  A clear direction of the Council 
should be given to the negotiating committee before entering the employee bargaining unit 
meetings. 
 
Mayor Putnam adjourned the meeting at 3:55 p.m. until the next scheduled meeting on 
February 16, 2010. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Eddy D. Davis 
City Clerk 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED: February 16, 2010 
 
VOTE OF COUNCIL: 
 
AYES:   Councilmen   Stone, Cain, Sheen, Herzog, Brooks                 
NAYS:   Councilmen          
NOT VOTING: Councilmen                         
ABSENT:  Councilmen                     
 
   
APPROVED:      ATTEST:   
 
 
 
              
Di An Putnam      Eddy D. Davis 
Mayor       City Clerk  
  


